THE FIRST STEP IN ENDING SLAVERY - ADDRESSING THE DEMAND FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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And my name is Mark Kadel
I am the director of the World Relief office in Spokane, WA. I’d
like to start our discussion today with a true story of Shaniya
Davis.
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Shanyia Davis was a five year old girl living in Fayetteville, NC
She and her single Mom and older brother living in a nice trailer
park. Shaniya was a typical 5 year girl
She liked to dress up, play dolls with her friends...
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You’re living in impoverished conditions where you struggle to
support your family on less than $1K/yr and are promised a job
on an American farm that could meet your needs for the
foreseeable future. The only barrier is the $10K+ recruitment fee
– so you sell your land, mortgage your family’s livelihood for this
promising opportunity…it will be worth it. You arrive to the
“promised land” to find that not only are you living & working in
terrible conditions, but you are being paid a fraction of what was
promised, if anything at all, unable to pay debts back home, or
your recruitment fee. passport confiscated, don’t speak
language, locked in a shipping container with dozens of others &
threatened with death if attempting to escape.
While I directed the World Relief offices in North Carolina, a local
church made video featuring one of our World Relief’s antitrafficking workers. Watch carefully.
How are you feeling? One word answers.
World Relief’s mission statement is to “empower the local Church
to serve the most vulnerable”. And some of the most oppressed,
vulnerable people on our planet are victims of human trafficking.
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So, what is human trafficking? Human trafficking is the
recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a
person by means of force, fraud, or coercion. Except that force, fraud,
and coercion are not required to show trafficking of a minor for
commercial sex acts.”
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Labor Trafficking: Using force, fraud or coercion to recruit, harbor,
transport, obtain or employ a person for labor or services in
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage or slavery. For example,
Victims can be found in domestic situations as nannies or maids,
sweatshop factories, janitorial jobs, construction sites, farm work,
restaurants, panhandling, and nail salons.
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Sex Trafficking: Commercial sex act induced by force, fraud or coercion.
Victims can be found working in massage parlors, brothels, strip clubs,
escort services
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As you may notice, both definitions of human trafficking involve Force,
Fraud, and Coercion. These are methods used by traffickers to press
victims into lives of servitude, abuse and oppression.
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Force can be defined as Rape, beatings, constraint, confinement…
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Fraud: Includes false and deceptive offers of employment, marriage,
better life. Schemes appear legitimate and are intended to entice the
vulnerable.

10

Coercion: Threats of serious harm to, or physical restraint of, any
person; any scheme, plan or pattern intended to cause victims to
believe that failure to perform an act would result in restraint against
them; or the abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process.
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Between the two forms of human trafficking, labor trafficking
constitutes the largest number of reported victims according to a 2011
report from the Dept. of Health and Human Services. Although the
percentages on this chart exceed 100%, in many cases, reports indicate
an overlapping of forced labor and sex trafficking.
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Let’s take a look at slavery in the world today:
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many situations that arise that leave children vulnerable to exploitation
by traffickers.
Grandma gets sick, or crops fail and the bills pile up, and it seems that
the only viable option is to sell one of your children to labor recruiters.
These children are subjected to working in conditions most of us can’t
imagine. What were you doing when you were 10 years old?
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Estimates are hard to track due to the covert nature of modern-day
slavery, but most agree that there are between 10-30 million slaves in
the world today, more than at any time in human history.
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Where is the demand for all of these slaves coming from? Take a look
at the dark and light blue colored nations on this map.
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And where is the supply of the vulnerable coming from? Observe the
red and pink colored countries on this map…
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In fact, according to the National Association of Attorneys General,
International law enforcement agencies state that commerce in human
beings is the fastest growing criminal activity in the world.
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Yes, and our US Dept. of State estimates up to 800,000 people are
trafficked across international borders each year. These are shocking
numbers, but some think that most human trafficking occur in
southeast Asia or third world countries?
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NO, actually, the US is a lucrative market for trafficking victims. Our
State Dept. estimates up to 17,500 new victims are trafficked into the
United States each year.
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Yes, it is simple supply and demand economics. The greater the
demand, the increase in supply.
So, the issue in combating the trans-Atlantic slave trade during our civil
war was trying to convince the public that slavery was wrong.
And what we struggle with today is trying to convince the public that it
exists! Why does it exist in greater numbers today than at any time in
history? Due to the reusable resource of the victims. With drug
trafficking, for example, a seller must manufacture or find new supply
after a sale. With human trafficking, the product can be sold over and
over again.
So, since this is such a lucrative business for criminals, I can see why
they are willing to take the risk to engage in this pernicious violation of
human rights in spite of the criminal consequences. The FBI reports the
average life expectancy of sex trafficking victims is only 4 years. They
literally abuse them to death or they commit suicide because they
cannot see a way of escape from their imprisonment.
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So, let’s take a closer look at what is creating the demand for slavery in
our world today
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Are we such a debased society of men that we create a demand of up
to 17,000 to supply our sexual impulses.
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I put much of the blame on the media and the culture of tolerance
inbred in the media. Shock jocks, sexually explicit films, suggestive TV
shows, and music that heavily lends itself to arouse selfish attitudes in
our public. See the button! It is becoming more popular to dress our
little girls up in tight dress, make-up and parade them around like some
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Barbie or future prostitute - all to replay fantasy desires of the adults.
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Not only that, but recent studies have found child pornography sites on
the internet are seeing a significant increase in the number of “hits” on
their websites.
Sales of videos & photos of naked children and men performing all
kinds of horrible sexual acts with minors are on the rise.
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Here is a popular T-shirt that I don’t even want to comment on, but
shows the increased tolerance in what passes as an acceptable message
worn by people in public.
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Pimps ARE traffickers. It’s becoming a catching name (to “pimp your
ride” or to pimp out by dressing in fancy clothes), but in reality, a pimp
is a person who makes money by selling other people’s bodies for sex.
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(I will tell the story of the Spokane news reporter who posted an Ad in
backpage.com, confessed to being only 17 and got three hits within the
first 30 minutes.)
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Here is a store front in a mall the Salvation Army rented in a prominent
city during a busy shopping season. They posed children to stand in the
window and advertised them for sale. Of course they weren’t really for
sale, but when customers stopped in horror to look, counselors in the
mall approached people to explain the reality in their city.

It’s pretty hard to hear that people are making a business out of selling
children for sex, but that is not the only form slavery takes. The reality
is that, labor trafficking is just as prevalent & widespread, both in the
US and abroad. Victims are not just women & girls but men and boys as
well. It robs people of their dignity and endangers their lives and that of
their families. People are desperate to survive and traffickers and
businesses prey on that.

5

31

For example, a recent report commissioned by the US govt found that
more than 1.8M children in W. Africa are involved in cocoa industry.
The Ivory Coast alone exports nearly half of the world’s cocoa. Relying
so heavily on a sole export leaves the country and cocoa market
vulnerable to fluctuations, leading farmers to seek cheap labor, at any
cost. These 12-16 yr old boys are kidnapped or their parents lured with
the promise of an extra income. Once they arrive on one of thousands
of remote cocoa farms, they are put in inhumane conditions, barely fed,
beaten, not paid for their work (nor their families) and are forced to use
machetes that leave them bearing the scares for a lifetime.
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Let’s take a look at some commonly held myths about modern day
slavery.
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This can happen ANYWHERE – to our OWN DAUGHTERS, SISTERS, AND
NIECES! Image if it was your relative who was kidnapped and sold into
prostitution! How many saw the film, “Taken”? I think that is a film
every parent of teenage daughters needs to see.
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Read the myth
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Read the fact: This is more than NFL, NBA and MLB make in a year
combined! And all tax free.
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Not only is Human trafficking the fastest growing criminal activity in the
world, but fast overcoming arms and drug trafficking due to the
reusable resource of the victims. Almost half of the demand for
trafficked victims comes from industrial nations, which means it isn’t
just a problem in Southeast
Asia or Eastern Europe.
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read the myth
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Can you believe how cheap human life has become in the last 150
years?
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Actually, HT is a crime against the person, smuggling is a crime against
the state. Put another way, smuggling is transportation based, whereas
trafficking is exploitation based.
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And smuggling is a short term transaction that is usually over when the
smuggler delivers people to their destination. HT is may involve
smuggling across a border, but the victim remains enslaved to the
trafficker.
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Here is a myth I’m sure you’ve heard before?
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The phrase about prostitution being "the world's oldest profession" is
more than cliché; it is a slur against women. This tired and worn out
phrase trivializes the exploitation inherent in prostitution, makes the
veiled suggestion that if women have always been prostituting why
worry about it, and further insinuates that women have always been
"whores." Moreover, prostitution is most certainly not a "profession" as
sex industry owners and operators would like us to believe. While
millions of women and girls around the world do engage in prostitution
for their livelihoods, the majority prostitute out of the will to survive
and the lack of viable employment options. To call such desperate
attempts at survival a "job" or a "profession" is to call eating out of a
garbage dumpster a gourmet meal.
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The only particle of truth that could be gained from such a saying is that
perhaps from the earliest beginnings of civilization women have always
been vulnerable to men who were only too happy to exploit their
bodies while the women sought food and shelter for themselves and
their children. Thus as Ambassador John Miller used to say,
"Prostitution," if anything, "Is the world’s oldest exploitation."
read the myth
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Runaways are picked up by pimps
If runaway not returned w/in 48 hours, 67% chance they will be picked
up by traffickers. We need to tell our friends about this
Avg. age is 12-13
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Traffickers look for victims among the vulnerable in our cities, homeless
populations, etc.
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Then they move them around to evade law enforcement and keep their
supply “fresh”. There is ring movement among pimps between Seattle,
Spokane and Portland.
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So, I am sure people are wondering, “What’s being done about it?”
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Mark to tell the rest of the story
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Her mother’s arrest for trafficking her daughter.
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Amy to talk about Sabhani case
domestic servitude , rich keeping slaves to do nanny and housekeeping
work. This is not an isolated case, in DC ambassadors have immunity
form US laws.
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The 2011 National Association of Attorneys General Presidential
Initiative is focused on the nationwide epidemic—both labor and sex
trafficking. Together we will make a difference, bring hope to the
victims of this heinous crime and hold traffickers and their buyers more
accountable.
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Make the Case:
No uniform database exists to
capture the increasing number of cases being tried under state human
trafficking statues. There are cases where traffickers are charged with
related crimes such as pimping, kidnapping, physical assault, sexual
assault, etc., but not trafficking.
Goals:
Accurately assess the problem of modern slavery in the US.
Analyze existing state laws; model criminal and civil statues. Evaluate
the effectiveness of existing prevention strategies, law enforcement
and victim services
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Prosecute Traffickers: Not all states have adopted anti-trafficking
laws. It’s estimated only 20 states are actually using the laws that exist
.
Goals : Support the launch of the new FBI business and
training plan to include human trafficking as a part of the Uniform
Crime Reporting (UCR) Program. Encourage states to participate in the
FBI’s effort to map and code trafficking offenses, and collect data
regarding trafficking incidents
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Rescue Victims:
Goals:
Identify service
provider networks or “portals” in every state. Form partnership with
grass-roots advocacy organizations.
Encourage all AG’s to adopt victim-centered response.
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Goals: Reduce demand for trafficking victims through public awareness
campaigns.
Promote community awareness to identify victims
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There are systems and legal protections (T Visas) in place for those
rescued, not left hanging, counseling, lots of agencies like WR provide in
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our service provision. Same as refugees.
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Demand based prevention policies: CHI, NY, victim centered laws that
prosecute the johns and traffickers instead of the victims and provide
avenues for victims to rebuild their lives.
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Mark to talk about the story of the lady in Burlington, NC who didn’t
want to be nosey, but did call too late.
One way to be involved is to participate in fundraisers for local
organizations who desperately need money to run shelters, victim
counseling and help rebuild their lives after such tragedy. One example
is World Relief Spokane’s annual Race 2 End Slavery….
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Americans alone spend over $13B a year on chocolate, yet as you can
see, a very small percentage of it is determined to be exploitation free.
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Money talks, by being a smart consumer …
These resources/logos can guide you in what purchases contribute to
reducing the demand for exploitive labor practices.
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Often individuals with a heart for anti-human trafficking work envision
themselves working with victims and/or investigating ways to help free
victims from their abusive traffickers. It is our belief at World Relief it is
best to leave this work to trained professionals. Yet there is a vital role
in the process for those with a true heart for this ministry. You have a
unique capacity to engage in prevention and partnership. Imagine a
water faucet filling an empty bucket. You are given a teaspoon and
asked to empty the bucket. Only after first turning off the faucet will
you have the ability to effectively finish the task. By engaging in
prevention and partnership you have the ability to ‘turn off the faucet,’
to seek an end to the flow of modern day slaves in our society. Recent
studies have indicated that the demand for trafficked victims is greater
than the supply. Due to the profitable nature of this work, human
trafficking will continue as long as demand remains (OC Human
Trafficking Task Force). However, through raising awareness, the
demand for trafficking can be significantly reduced.
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Meet Zach Hunter, ex of someone who moved passion for this issue
into action: Zach = ordinary high schooler. @ 12yo, when studying how
Harriet Tubman helped other slaves on Underground Railway before
Civil War, wished lived back then to help free slaves. When he found
out that slavery exists today, started a campaign called "Loose Change
to Loosen Chains" to raise money to rescue slaves based on estimate
that Americans have roughly $10B in loose change in their houses. In 2
weeks of fundraising @ his high school, raised $6k.
Another way to get involved is to attend trainings, seminars and
presentations by professionals in the field. FAAST holds HTH trainings
each year….
Not for Sale also tours the U.S. and hold campaigns to raise awareness
as well as other organizations…
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Closing/Q&A
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