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INTRODUCTION FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY 
 

 

 

I am grateful for the privilege that has been mine to serve the World Methodist Council as its General Secretary 

for the past quinquennium. 

Allow me to add my word of welcome to that of our President, Bishop Paulo Lockmann. I am delighted to see 

you in Houston for the meeting of the Council and Conference. It has been forty-five years since we last gathered in 

the continental United States.  There are some amongst us who were in Denver, Colorado in 1971 and have since 

been on an exciting journey to Nairobi, Singapore, Rio de Janeiro, Brighton, Seoul, and Durban. 

I have served on the Council in various capacities (Executive Committee and Chairperson of Social and 

International Affairs) since 1996. I have also had the privilege to serve on the Executive Committee of the World 

Council of Churches (2007-14) which brought me into contact with the leadership of the larger ecumenical 

movement. These have all been invaluable opportunities and a blessing in assisting me, as General Secretary to 

provide leadership to the World Methodist Council. 

As we critically evaluate the work of the Council over the past five years since Durban, there is much to 

celebrate, but it is also a time to pause and plan how to move forward to “serve the present age” as we participate in 

God’s mission. 

We have been through a period of rapid change, great expectation, and enormous challenge.  While some 

Council members feel that we are moving ahead too fast, others complained that we should speed up the 

transformation process. The liet-motif in all my reports has been that it cannot be “business as usual” in a globalized 

world where the geo-political, economic and ecclesiastical landscape has dramatically changed. We have to work 

smarter and do more with fewer resources.  

When I look at the rich diversity in World Methodist Council, I am convinced that it is a privileged instrument 

through which Methodists will become “one people in all the world”. 

The work during these past five years has been wonderfully rewarding. As I think about our future and the 

possibilities that lie before us I am blessed to build upon the contributions of my predecessors. I am also deeply 

grateful to all those who have accompanied me on the journey, nurtured my faith and enriched my life and ministry.  

Special thanks to the President and Officers of the Council, Committee Chairpersons, the Presidents of affiliated 

organizations, Members of the Steering Committee,  the staff at Lake Junaluska, the Conference Program Team in 

Nashville and members of the Council, who have played a significant role to bring us to this place and time.    

Allow  me to acknowledge the contribution of my wife, Esme and my immediate family who have shared in the 

joys and challenges of the work.     

 

Ivan M Abrahams, General Secretary 

World Methodist Council  
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INTRODUCTION FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT 
 

 

 

It is with great joy that we receive all of you coming from many nations of the world, where the Wesleyan 

Methodist tradition is present. 

Our conference is a place offered to God to experience and to express fraternity, communion and the love of the 

faith that we have in the risen Christ, and his testimony. 

We come from many diverse cultures and experiences and we are made one in Christ. We are made one family. 

As any family, we have people of different ages, backgrounds, and expectations. 

Our expectation is in the sense that everyone can experience moments of unity in diversity, where we will find 

encouragement to continue to give a testimony of love and respect for an abundant life, as the Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus brings us, and teaches us. 

This Gospel is the answer for our needy world of unity in diversity, where prejudices divide and creates hatred 

and violence. 

Our desire is to convey and set an example of love and communion. 

We really want to promote reconciliation. Our intention is to leave here with an open heart to love and to serve 

this world so lacking in concrete signs of grace, redemption and God’s goodness. 

Yes, the God revealed in Christ. 

We want to hear the sounds that echoes the world, their images, their cries and their cry, so as to enrich 

communion of these days spent here  together. We can return to care for the world and people, to share much of 

what we receive here. To this end, we invite each one to open your heart, your mind, your ears, your eyes to what 

God has to say through the various times when we will be together, and so we will feel the presence of God manifest 

among us. 

And I can already feel at this moment, and for the days to come, that God is present and God is already with us, 

here and now, Amen and Amen!!!  

Bishop Paulo Lockmann 

President of The World Methodist 

Council 2011-2016 
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*Deceased 

  

Bishop Paulo Lockmann Brazil 
Bishop Sarah F. Davis* United States 
Ms. Gillian Kingston Ireland 
Mr. Kirby Hickey United States 
Bishop Ivan Abrahams South Africa 
Dr. John C. A. Barrett United Kingdom 
Ms. Ruby Beech United Kingdom 
Rev. David Bush New Zealand 
Mrs. Ann Connan Australia 
Ms. Christy-Anna Errington United Kingdom 
Rev. Dr. Robert Gribben Australia 
Rev. Oyvind Helliesen Norway 
Rev. Dr. Won Jae Lee Korea 
Rev. Jorge Lockward United States 
Mr. Larry Malone United States 
Rev. Lauren Matthew South Africa 
Rev. Dr. George Mulrain Jamaica 
Dr. Amos Nascimento Brazil 
Rev. Dr. Jong Chun Park Korea 
Mr. Joshua Rathnam India 
Rev. Dr. Kimberly Reisman United States 
Bishop Teresa Snorton United States 
Bishop Darryl Starnes United States 
Archbishop Michael Stephen Nigeria 
Mr. John Thomas United States 
Bishop B. Michael Watson United States 
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TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

LOCAL HOST COMMITTEE 

 

Rev. Dr. B.T. Williamson Committee Chair 
Ms. Jan Ervin Assistant to Chair, Information Booth 
Rev. Linda Christians Airport Hospitality 
Rev. Juanita Jackson Airport Hospitality 
Rev. Dr. Charles Millikan First Aid, Houston Methodist Hospital 
Ms. Lindsay Kirkpatrick Local Culture Night 
Rev. Dr. Keith Whitaker Local Attractions 
Rev. Pat Sparks Lunch Sponsorships 
Ms. Paula Arnold  Media and Daily Newsletter 
Mr. Brant Mills Media and Daily Newsletter 
Ms. Michelle Hall Prayer Ministry, Prayer Room 
Rev. Will Reed Registration and Packets 
Ms. Julie Stuckey Registration and Packets 
Ms. Frankie Watson Registration and Packets 
Dr. Judy Forney Transportation 
Dr. Charles Johnson Transportation 
Rev. Carol Bruse Volunteer Services 
Rev. Dr. Chap Temple 100 Preachers Project  (visiting preachers) 
Bishop Janice Huie Area Bishop (until Aug. 2016) 
Bishop Scott Jones Area Bishop (from Aug. 2016) 
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CONFERENCE STAFF 

 

Rev. Ivan Abrahams General Secretary – World Methodist Council 
Ms. Barby Bowser Executive Assistant – World Methodist Council 
Ms. Jackie Bolden Director of The World Methodist Museum 
Ms. Susan Gaddy Staff Assistant – World Methodist Council 
Ms. Elizabeth Redman Staff Assistant – The Upper Room 
The Adams Group Audio & Video Production 
Mr. Donald Reasoner Director of Interpretation 

Mr. John Thomas, III Coordinator, Parade of Banners 
Dr. Jeremy Bakker Conference Design 
Ms. Sharmagne Taylor Registration, Planning, Housing Coordination 
Ms. Kendra McDaniel Registration, Planning, Housing Coordination 
Ms. Charlene Eubank Displays Coordinator 
Ms. Jennifer Martin Speaker & Leader Support 
Ms. Cintia Listenbee Social Media Support 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND MUSICIANS 

 

Rev. Jorge Lockward Worship, Liturgy & Music Coordinator 
Rev.DeAndre Johnson Worship, Liturgy & Music Coordinator 
Rev. Allen Black Greeters & Ushers Coordinator 
Mr. David Friswell Communion Servers Coordinator 
Ana Correa Theater and Scripture 
Debora Correa Theater and Scripture 
Valencia Edner Vocalist 
Amelia Koh-Butler Worship Planning 
Mishael Miller Vocalist 
Ron Simpson Guitar 
Matthew Willis Instrumentals 
Windsor Village Choir  
And MANY Volunteers! 
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MEMBER CHURCHES PRESENT 

 

African Methodist Episcopal Church  

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church  

Argentina, Evangelical Methodist Church in 

Australia, Chinese Methodist Church in 

Australia, Uniting Church in  

Australia, Wesleyan Methodist Church of 

Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church  

Benin, Protestant Methodist Church of  

Brazil, Methodist Church of 

Britain, Methodist Church in 

Canada, The United Church of 

Caribbean and Americas, The Methodist Church in the 

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church  

Church of the Nazarene  

Cuba, Methodist Church in 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Free Methodist Church in the 

Dominican Republic, Evangelical Church  

Fiji and Rotuma, Methodist Church  

The Free Methodist Church USA  

Ghana, Methodist Church 

Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China  

Hong Kong, Methodist Church 

India, Methodist Church in 

India, Church of North India  

Indonesia, Methodist Church in 

Ireland, The Methodist Church in 

Italy, Methodist Churches in 

Kenya, The Methodist Church in 

Korean Methodist Church 

Malaysia, The Methodist Church in 

Mexico, Methodist Church of 

Myanmar, Methodist Church (Lower)  

Myanmar, Methodist Church (Upper)  

Nepal Methodist Church  

New Zealand, The Methodist Church of 

New Zealand, Wesleyan Methodist Church of 

Nigeria, Methodist Church 

Pakistan, The Church of  

Panama, Evangelical Methodist Church of 

Paraguay, Evangelical Methodist Community of 
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Peru, Methodist Church of 

Philippine Islands, Evangelical Methodist Church in the 

Philippines, United Church of Christ in the 

Portuguese Evangelical Methodist Church  

Puerto Rico, Methodist Church of 

Rwanda, Free Methodist Church 

Samoa, Methodist Church of 

Sierra Leone, West African Methodist Church in 

Singapore, The Methodist Church in 

Southern Africa, The Methodist Church of 

Spanish Evangelical Church  

Sri Lanka, Methodist Church  

Sweden, Uniting Church in  

Tanzania Methodist Church  

The Wesleyan Church  

The United Methodist Church, USA  

The United Methodist Church-Africa Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Central and Southern Europe Central Conference 

The United Methodist Church-Congo Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Germany Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Northern Europe & Eurasia Central Conference 

The United Methodist Church-Philippines Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-West Africa Central Conference  

Zimbabwe, The Methodist Church in 



 

8 

 

      ECUMENICAL & SPECIAL GUESTS 

 

Rev. Dr. Olav Tveit , World Council of Churches 

Msgr. Anthony Currer, Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, The Catholic Church 

The Right Rev. Dr.  Howard Gregory, the Anglican Communion 

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carlisle, Baptist World Alliance 

Dr. Larry Miller, Global Christian Forum 

Peggy Larney, full blood American Indian, Citizen of The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma; Board member, Native 

American International Caucus of The United Methodist Church 

Ann Connan, World President of The World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women 

Bishop Scott J. Jones, Resident Bishop, Houston Episcopal Area (Texas Annual Conference) of The United 

Methodist Church 

Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, Presiding Prelate of the 10th Episcopal District (Texas) of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church 

Senior Bishop Lawrence Reddick III, Presiding Bishop, The Eighth Episcopal District (Texas and Jamaica), 

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church  

Rev. Dr. HiRho Y. Park , Director of Clergy Lifelong Learning, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, 

The United Methodist Church 
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PROGRAM OF THE TWENTY-FIRST  
WORLD METHODIST CONFERENCE 

HOUSTON, TEXAS USA 

“ONE: One God, One Faith, One People, One Mission” 

 

SPEAKERS FOR THE 21ST WORLD METHODIST CONFERENCE 
 

Bishop Ivan Abrahams (closing worship, Day 3) is the general secretary of the World Methodist 

Council. A renowned advocate for social justice, Abrahams, a South African, is recognized for his 

prophetic and strategic leadership, as well as his work at developing policy in line with the values, 

goals, and mission of the church. Before beginning his WMC tenure in 2012, he served as presiding 

bishop of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, one of the largest Christian denominations in a 

region that spans six countries. Among his achievements as bishop was the successful creation and 

completion of Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. In 2013, Abrahams delivered the 

sermon at the funeral of Nelson Mandela in Johannesburg, South Africa. He is active in various forums, including 

the All Africa Conference of Churches and the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches.   

Rev. Dr. Ted Campbell (plenary, Day 1) is a speaker and author of books and articles on Christian 

history, especially as it relates to Wesleyan and Methodist Christian communities. His books 

include Charles Wesley: Life, Literature & Legacy; Methodist Doctrine: The Essentials; and his latest, from 

Abingdon Press, The Sky is Falling, The Church is Dying, and Other False Alarms. An associate 

professor of church history at Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in 

Dallas, Texas, he specializes in teaching Methodist history, doctrine, and structure; history of 

Christianity; history of Christian doctrine and theology; and ecumenical Christian doctrine. He is a 

former president of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, and he has taught at the Methodist Theological School 

in Ohio, Duke Divinity School, and Wesley Theological. He also has served as a pastor of local United Methodist 

congregations. 

Rev. Dr. Joanne Cox-Darling (morning worship, Day 3) is an expert in discipleship development 

and serves as the learning and development coordinator for the London region of the Methodist 

Church in Britain. In this role, she supports local congregations and circuits as they make 

intentional changes in their ministry and mission. A young and dynamic voice in British 

Methodism, Cox-Darling is the co-editor of The Call and the Commission, a provocative collection 

of essays that seeks to answer the question of how to better train the next generation of church 

leadership. Cox-Darling is also honorary associate minister at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster; Methodist 

chaplain at King’s College London; and chair of the Christian Enquires Agency. 

Rev. Dr. Harold Good (plenary, Day 2) is a respected peacemaker and the former president of the 

Methodist Church in Ireland. A native of Northern Ireland, he brought together Protestant and 

Catholic groups to build a foundation for conflict resolution. He also was asked to be one of two 

witnesses to the decommissioning of weapons from both sides of the conflict in Northern Ireland 

and played a major role in breaking the political impasse. Good is the recipient of the World 

Methodist Peace Prize and a co-recipient of the Gandhi Foundation International Peace Award. 

Good has also served as a hospital chaplain in Ohio, as a minister of an inner-city congregation in 

Belfast, and as a social-policy adviser to the United Kingdom.  
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Rev. Grace Imathiu (Bible study, Day 1) is an in-demand preacher and Bible study teacher who has 

ministered globally. A favorite at youth events, she has been invited to preach many times at the 

International Christian Youth Conference and at Australia’s National Christian Youth Conference. 

She was educated in her native Kenya, as well as at universities in the United States, Great Britain, 

and Israel. Ordained in the Methodist Church in Kenya, she has served churches in Kenya, 

Washington State, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, and she currently serves as lead pastor of 

Community United Methodist Church in Naperville, Illinois. She is the author of two books, 

Matthew’s Message: Good News for the New Millennium and Words of Fire, Spirit of Grace. 

Ms. Gillian Kingston (closing worship, Day 3) is the Vice President of the World Methodist Council. Gillian was 

born and educated in Cork, Ireland. She has been interim Vice President of the World Methodist Council during the 

last quinquennium. She served on the International Commission for Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church 

and the World Methodist Council from 1986-2006 and was Chair of the Program Committee for the World Methodist 

Conference in Seoul, South Korea in 2006. The first lay person to serve as Convenor of the Faith and Order 

Committee of the Methodist Church in Ireland, she was also the first person appointed Lay Leader of the Conference 

of the Methodist Church in Ireland (2010-2013). She is a former President of the Irish Council of Churches and of 

Irish-Inter Church Meeting; she is also a former President of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland and 

Moderator of CTBI’s Church Representatives Meeting. She is a member of the chaplaincy team at University College, 

Dublin, and leads a walking team from that university on the Camino de Santiago every year. 

Bishop João Carlos Lopes (Bible study, Day 2), an expert on church revival, serves as a bishop in 

the Brazilian Methodist Church, an autonomous body of about 200,000 members that has been 

experiencing growth in recent years. Lopes presides over the Sixth Conference, which is made up of 

two states in southern Brazil. A graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky, Lopes 

previously pastored the Central Methodist Church of Londrina, Brazil, where he built the 

congregation from 600 members to almost 1,700 over a seven-year period. He now serves on the 

board of the Atlanta-based Mission Society for United Methodists, and he is the president of the 

Council of Bishops of CIEMAL (Council of the Evangelical Methodist Churches of Latin America and the Caribbean). 

Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon (plenary, Day 3) is the general superintendent of the Wesleyan Church, a 

worldwide denomination of about 5,800 congregations and a half-million members. Based in 

Indianapolis, Lyon is highly regarded for her work on the issues of poverty and economic 

development, and she was appointed in 2015 by Barack Obama to serve on the President’s 

Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. Besides leading the Wesleyan 

Church, Lyon also is the founder and now serves on the board of directors of World Hope 

International, a relief and development organization that seeks to alleviate suffering and injustice in 

30 countries. She also serves on the boards of several other organizations, including the National Association of 

Evangelicals Executive Committee, the Christian Community Development Association, and the National Religious 

Partnership for the Environment. Previously, she has served over 30 years in pastoral ministry, and she is the author 

of the Ultimate Blessing: Rediscovering the Power of God’s Presence. Rev. Dr. Lyon was presented with the World 

Methodist Peace Award at the Conference. 

Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie (morning worship, Day 2) is the first woman in the African 

Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church to be elected bishop and the first woman to be elected 

president of the AME Church’s Council of Bishops. Currently she presides over the Episcopal 

District that includes Tennessee and Kentucky. Previously, she oversaw the Episcopal District of 

Southeast Africa, which includes Lesotho, Swaziland, Botswana, and Mozambique. As a local 

pastor, she led both rural and urban congregations. Immediately before becoming bishop, she grew 

the congregation of Baltimore’s Payne Memorial AME Church from 330 to over 1,700 members and 

launched 25 innovative outreach ministries. Her first two books, Not Without a Struggle and Strength in the Struggle, 
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address leadership and professional growth for women. Her latest book, Journey to the Well, draws on the Samaritan 

woman’s story to help women seeking personal growth. McKenzie has appeared on Ebony Magazine’s “Honor Roll 

of Great African American Preachers” and on its list of “15 Greatest African American Female Preachers.” 

Rev. Dr. Jong Chun (JC) Park (closing worship, Day 3) is the President-Elect of the World Methodist Council, and is 

a Korean Methodist pastor serving the Methodist Theological University in Seoul for 30 years 

in the position of professor and president. He graduated from Emory University and received a 

Ph. D in Systematic Theology. He has published five books and many articles. His most recent 

academic work is Systematic Theology as Church Didactics: theologia cordis dei. 

JC’s first experience of WMC was the 1981 Singapore conference. He has been the chair of 

theological education committee of WMC as well as the co-chair of Oxford Institute of 

Methodist Theological Studies. JC is a prominent Christian leader working for the Methodist churches in Asia and 

the ecumenical churches in Korea. He is committed to revitalizing churches through affirming the worldwide 

Methodist unity in fulfilling the Great Commission to make disciples through vibrant evangelism and prophetic 

engagement.   

Pastor Rudy Rasmus (morning worship, Day 1) is co-pastor, with his wife, Juanita, of St. John’s 

United Methodist Church, located on two campuses in the Houston. Begun in 1992 with nine 

members, St. John’s has grown to a congregation of over 9,000, almost a third of whom were once 

homeless. St. John’s is one of the most culturally diverse congregations in the country, and people 

say they attend, first and foremost, because they can “feel the love.” “Pastor Rudy” is the co-author 

of Jesus Insurgency and author of Touch: Pressing Against the Wounds of a Broken World, the host of the 

weekly SiriusXM show “The Love Revolution with Pastor Rudy,” and a former monthly 

contributor to O Magazine’s ethics column. He also is the founder of the Bread of Life, Inc., a Houston nonprofit 

which ministers to thousands of hungry and homeless people each year. For several years, he has coordinated 

domestic and global anti-hunger initiatives in conjunction with pop superstar Beyoncé’s concert tours, and he travels 

extensively to develop food programs around the world. 

Rev. Dr. David Wilkinson (opening worship) trained first as a scientist and then as a 

theologian, and he now specializes in the relationship between Christian theology and 

contemporary culture. His doctorate, in astrophysics, examined the process of star and galaxy 

formation. He went on to study theology at Cambridge University and become a Methodist 

minister in Liverpool, England. Currently, he is a in the Department of Theology and Religion, St. 

John’s College, Durham University, in Durham, England. Among his teaching assignments is 

coursework in science and theology. Wilkinson is the author of numerous books on the relationship between science 

and religion, including Reading Genesis after Darwin; God, Time, and Stephen Hawking; and The Power of Force: The 

Spirituality of the Star Wars Films. He also is a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and a regular contributor to 

“Thought for the Day” on BBC Radio. 

Dr. Jennifer Wiseman (Opening Worship)  is an astrophysicist, author, and public speaker who is 

active in the dialogue surrounding science and faith. “The Bible says that the universe points to the 

glory of God,” she says. “The exploration of the universe continually tells us about the majestic 

nature of God. That’s why science is a godly activity.” Based in Greenbelt, Maryland, Wiseman is a 

graduate of MIT and Harvard, and she enjoys speaking to students and Christian groups on the 

excitement of seeing God’s beauty and creativity in the universe. Among her activities, she directs 

the Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and Religion for the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
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Rev. Dr. Yani Yoo (Bible Study Day 3) teaches Old Testament at Methodist Theological University 

in Seoul, South Korea. She also serves an English-speaking congregation in the city. A leading voice 

in women’s empowerment and the interpretation of the biblical role of women, she is the author of 

two books, God of Abraham, Rebekah, and Jacob and From Eve to Esther. As an appointee of the United 

Methodist Women, she has worked as a consultant/regional missionary of Asia and the Pacific, and 

she has served as a co-chair of the Korea Association of Women Theologians. She received her 

doctorate in Old Testament from Union Theological Seminary, New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13 

 

SPONSORS 

 

Main Event Sponsor 

The World Methodist Council 

Diamond Level 

Houston Methodist Hospital 

Texas Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 

Upper Room Ministries 

Silver Level 

Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church 

SMU Perkins School of Theology 

Water Bottle Sponsor 

Wespath Investment Management 

Contributing, Other Sponsors 

All We Can Methodist Relief and Development 

Asbury Theological Seminary 

Cokesbury 

FastPrayGive.org (WesleyMen) 

Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist Church 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, The United Methodist Church 

The Richard and Julia Wilke Institute for Discipleship 

World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women 

World Methodist Evangelism 
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PARADE OF BANNERS 

 

African Methodist Episcopal Church  

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church  

Argentina, Evangelical Methodist Church  

Australia, Chinese Methodist Church  

Australia, Uniting Church of  

Australia, Wesleyan Methodist Church  

Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church  

Bangladesh, Methodist Church  

Belgium, United Protestant Church  

Benin, Protestant Methodist Church  

Bolivia, Evangelical Methodist Church  

Brazil, Methodist Church  

Canada, The United Church  

Caribbean and Americas, Methodist Church  

Chile, Methodist Church  

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church  

Church of the Nazarene  

Colombia, Methodist Church 

Costa Rica, Evangelical Methodist Church  

Cuba, Methodist Church  

Democratic Republic of Congo, Free Methodist Church  

Dominican Republic, Evangelical Church  

Ecuador, Evangelical United Church  

Fiji and Rotuma, Methodist Church  

The Free Methodist Church USA  

The Gambia, Methodist Church  

Ghana, Methodist Church  

Great Britain, Methodist Church  

Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China  
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Hong Kong, Methodist Church 

India, Methodist Church  

India, Church of North India  

India, Church of South India  

Indonesia, Methodist Church  

Ireland, Methodist Church  

Italy, Methodist Church  

Kenya, Methodist Church  

Korean Methodist Church 

Malaysia, Methodist Church  

Mexico, Methodist Church  

Myanmar, Methodist Church (Lower)  

Myanmar, Methodist Church (Upper)  

Nepal, Methodist Church  

New Zealand, Methodist Church  

New Zealand, Wesleyan Methodist Church  

Nigeria, Methodist Church 

Pakistan, The Church of  

Panama, Evangelical Methodist Church  

Paraguay, Evangelical Methodist Community  

Peru, Methodist Church  

Philippines, Evangelical Methodist Church  

Philippines, United Church of Christ  

Portugal, Evangelical Methodist Church  

Puerto Rico, Methodist Church  

Republic of China, Methodist Church  

Rwanda, Free Methodist Church 

Samoa, Methodist Church  

Sierra Leone, Methodist Church  

Sierra Leone, West African Methodist Church  

Singapore, Methodist Church  
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Southern Africa, Methodist Church  

Spain, The Evangelical Church  

Sri Lanka, Methodist Church  

Sweden, Uniting Church in  

Tanzania, Methodist Church  

The Wesleyan Church  

Togo, Methodist Church  

Tonga, Free Wesleyan Church  

The United Methodist Church-OCUIR  

The United Methodist Church-Africa Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Central and Southern Europe Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Congo Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Germany Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Northern 

Europe & Eurasia Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-Philippines Central Conference  

The United Methodist Church-West Africa Central Conference  

Uruguay, Methodist Church 

Zambia, United Church  

Zimbabwe, African Methodist Church  

Zimbabwe, Methodist Church  
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

 

ONE GOD   

31‐Aug 7:00‐9:00 pm Banners/Opening Ceremony/Communion  

 

ONE FAITH   

1‐Sep 8:30‐9:00 am Gathering music 

1‐Sep 9:00‐10:30 Morning Worship   

1‐Sep 9:30‐10:30 Memorial Service   

1‐Sep 10:30‐11:00 Break (videos)   

1‐Sep 11:00‐12:00 Bible Study  

1‐Sep 11:00‐12:00 Workshops 2A 

1‐Sep 12:00‐1:30 Boxed lunch  

1‐Sep 1:30‐3:00 Workshops  

1‐Sep 1:30‐3:00 Bible Study   

1‐Sep 3:00‐3:30 Break (videos)  

1‐Sep 3:30‐5:00 Plenary session  

1‐Sep 3:30‐5:00 Workshops 

1‐Sep 5:00‐7:00 Dinner (on own)  

1‐Sep 5:00‐7:00 Ecumenical Dinner 

1‐Sep 7:00 WFMUCW Business Meeting 

1‐Sep 7:00‐8:30 Concerts/Free evening 

 

ONE PEOPLE   

2‐Sep 8:30‐9:00 am Gathering music 

2‐Sep 9:00‐10:30 Morning Worship    

2‐Sep 9:30‐10:30 Election Announcement HKMS   

2‐Sep 10:30‐11:00 Break (videos)   

2‐Sep 11:00‐12:00 Bible Study   

2‐Sep 11:00‐12:00 Workshop 3A 

2‐Sep 12:00‐1:30 Boxed lunch   

2‐Sep 1:30‐3:00 Workshops  

2‐Sep 1:30‐3:00 Bible Study   

2‐Sep 3:00‐3:30 Break (videos)   

2‐Sep 3:30‐5:00 Plenary session 

2‐Sep 3:30‐5:00 Workshop 
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2‐Sep 5:00‐9:00 Barbecue or TexMex dinner    

2‐Sep 7:00 HC & Installation 

 

ONE MISSION   

3‐Sep 8:30‐9:00 am Gathering music 

3‐Sep 9:00‐10:30 Morning Worship   

3‐Sep 10:30‐11:00 Break (videos)  

3‐Sep 10:00 Outings 

3‐Sep 11:00‐12:00 Bible Study   

3‐Sep 12:00‐1:30 Boxed lunch   

3‐Sep 1:30‐3:00 Workshops   

3‐Sep 3:00‐3:30 Break (videos)   

3‐Sep 3:30‐5:00 Plenary session  

3‐Sep 4:00 Assembly Closing   

3‐Sep 5:00‐7:00 Dinner (on own)  

3‐Sep 7:00‐9:00 Closing Worship  

3‐Sep 9:00‐10:00 Ice Cream Social   
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SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS 

 

Wednesday, 31 August 2016 – 1:30-3:00 “One God” 

 

Methodist Education in Africa: “A New Generation of Leaders” 

 

Spiritual Formation on Campus: The Church’s Mission with Students around the World  

Leader: Rev. Shelia Bates, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist 

Church  

 

Thursday, 1 Sept 2016 – 1:30-3:00 “One God / Faith” 

Plenary Speaker Q&A – One God 

Description: Explore and unpack the concepts and themes from Wednesday night’s plenary 

with the speakers. 

Leaders: David Wilkinson and Jennifer Wiseman  

 

WesleyMen: "A New Wesleyan One Hundred?" 

Description: People of faith are reaching consensus: hunger is intolerable! It is a bitter burden 

borne by those least able to bear it, costing thousands of children their lives each day. Men, let us... 

Discover: There is enough food for the whole world. 

Decide: We can join the movement to end hunger in our lifetime. 

Deploy: Build the movement among Wesley’s men all over the world. 

“Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but 

God, and I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; such alone will shake 

the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on Earth” (John Wesley). Are we being 

called to become one of John Wesley's 100 men? What else can we do as Wesleyan 

Christians to act as ONE? 

Leader: Steve Hickle, Stop Hunger Now 

Sponsored by: Wesley Men (World Fellowship of Methodist & Uniting Church Men) 
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The Call to Holiness: Methodists and Roman Catholics in Dialogue 

Description: For over 50 years the World Methodist Council has been in dialogue with the 

Roman Catholic Church. Hear from two of the participants and leaders in these dialogues during 

this seminar as they touch on some of the key topics. 

Leaders: Rev Dr David Chapman (WMC) and Rev Fr Anthony Currer (PCPCU) 

Sponsored by: Ecumenical Relationships Committee 

 

Social Media for Outreach & Evangelism 

Description: 

Leader: LaKesha Womack 

Sponsored by: Youth and Young Adult Committee / IMYLS 

Faith Sharing 

Description: 

Leader: Dr. Eddie Fox 

 

La Pasión por la Evangelización y el Discípulado: Una Iglesia que Busca Incluir Personas y 

Transformar o Mundo! 

Descripción: Este seminario informará a los siguientes temas:  

un corazón ardiente – recuperando el amor por Dios y por el próximo 

avivando la vocación misionera – que sean uno para que el mundo crea  

la evangelización práctica  

discipulado como estilo de vida – el ejemplo de Bernabé  

La cruz de Cristo y el discipulado  

Los frutos en la vida del cristiano  

La iglesia que Dios anhela – que esta unida y proclama el amor de Dios. 

Líder: Rev Luciano Pereira da Silva 

Rev. Luciano Pereira da Silva es un ministro de la Iglesia Metodista de Brasil,. Actualmente se 

desempeña como Secretario General de CIEMAL (Consejo de Iglesias Evangélicas Metodistas de 

América Latina y el Caribe). Se licenciado en la Facultad de Teología de la Iglesia Metodista, Sao 

Bernardo do Campo, Sao Paulo, pastor de tres iglesias en Brasil y fue misionero en Lima, Perú, 

durante 4 años como director nacional de discipulado de la Iglesia Metodista del Perú. Rev Pereira 

reside en Panamá, donde se encuentran las oficinas de CIEMAL y pastorea una iglesia local. Está 

casado con Shirley da Silva Rocha, y tienen una hija adolescente, María Fernanda Rocha Pereira. 
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Recovering Wesleyan Evangelism  

Description: 

Leader: Rev Dr Laceye Warner 

Laceye Warner is an ordained elder in the Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church and since 2001 has served as the Associate Professor of the Practice of Evangelism and 

Methodist studies at Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC. Before coming to Duke, Dr. Warner 

taught at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Northwestern University, as the E. Stanley 

Jones Assistant Professor of Evangelism. Her teaching areas include theology of evangelism, 

women’s ministry practices, and Methodist/Wesleyan studies. She has served urban 

congregations in the Methodist Church of Great Britain. 

Dr. Warner’s research interests in the historical theology of evangelism seek to inform and locate 

contemporary church practices within the larger Christian narrative. These interests are reflected 

in two books published in 2007: Saving Women: Retrieving Evangelistic Theology and Practice (Baylor 

University Press) and The Study of Evangelism, co-edited with Dr. Paul Chilcote (Eerdmans 

Publishing Company). She was a contributing editor to the Wesley Study Bible and co-authored 

Grace to Lead: Practicing Leadership in the Wesleyan Tradition with Bishop Kenneth Carder (UMC).  

 

Perfecting the Saints: Recovery of the Wesleyan Emphasis on Small Group Discipleship 

Description: 

Leader: Bishop Darryl Starnes, Sr. 

Darryl is presiding bishop of the Mid-West Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Zion Church. He holds a B.A. in History from Livingstone College and a M. Div. from Hood 

Theological Seminary, both at Salisbury, NC and a D. Min. from Beeson Divinity School at 

Birmingham, AL. 

After 20 years in pastoral ministry, he served twelve years as Director of Evangelism for his 

denomination, until his election as a bishop. He chairs the Wesleyan Commission on Evangelism 

and the Church Growth and Development Board, AME Zion Church, and is a member of the 

Steering Committee of the World Methodist Council. He is the author of three books including For 

the Perfecting of the Saint: A Manuel on Small-Group Discipleship (2013). 

Description: This workshop will focus on small-group discipleship as the indispensable key to 

fulfilling the Church’s God-given mission of making disciples; and as the principal factor in 

perfecting the saints, so that they can grow spiritually, make progress in the pursuit of holiness, 

participate in meaningful ministry, and build up the body of Christ. 

 

Methodist Education in the Asia Pacific Region: Establishing New Connections  

Leader: Dr. Elizabeth Charles, Isabella Thoburn College, India (Sponsored by the Education 

Committee) 
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Methodist Education in North America: “Black Colleges Matter”  

Leader: Dr. Cynthia Bond-Hopson, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United 

Methodist Church (Sponsored by the Education Committee) 

 

Friday, 2 Sept 2016 – 1:30-3:00 “One People” 

Plenary Speaker Q&A – One Faith 

Description: Explore and unpack the concepts and themes from Thursday night’s plenary 

with the speaker. 

Leader: Ted Campbell  

Dr. Ted Campbell is the Professor of Church History at Southern Methodist University Perkins 

School of Theology in Dallas, Texas. Prior that, he was a professor at Wesley Theological Seminary 

in Washington, D.C. and at Duke Divinity School in Durham, N.C. His specialties include 

Chrisitan and Methodist history and doctrine. His research interests include Wesleyan studies, 

pietism and movements for a “religion of the heart” in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

He is the author of Methodist Doctrine: The Essentials (Abingdon Press 2013), and has served as 

editor on numerous other Methodist-related publications. He is an ordained elder of the Texas 

Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

 

Paths to Anglican/Episcopal – Methodist Unity In Mission: The 2014 Dialogue Report 

Leaders: Rev. Dr. Tim Mcquiban, Director of the Methodist Ecumenical Office in Rome and Prof. 

Robert  

 

“All I need is One Mic”: Freestyle Faith for a Fearless Generation 

 Leader: Rev. Dr. Michael W. Waters, Joy Tablernacle African Methodist Episcopal Church, Dallas, 

Texas 

 

WesleyMen: "Mobilization Gathering”  

Description: We are NOT about meetings!  Our business is uniting MEN of the World 

Methodist and Wesleyan family for the mission of ending the blight of world hunger.  If that 

sounds impossibly large, it is because God does impossibly large things. Imagine what eighty 

million Wesleyan Christians might do, as ONE together! Come and find out how you can be part 

of a movement that reaches the tipping point on world hunger.  Let's pick a fight with 

humankind's common enemy. HUNGER is NOT a game; let's end it!   

Leader: Laurence J. Malone 

Larry Malone is a denominational director of men's ministry for the General Commission on 
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United Methodist Men, the United Methodist Church ( 1997 - 20 11 ), officer of the World 

Methodist Council, and president of the World Fellowship of Methodist and Uniting Church Men 

(2006- present).  He is the past president of the denominational Men’s Ministry Network of North 

America, and senior advisor to the National Coalition of Ministries to Men. Larry lead’s men's 

retreats and has been a keynote speaker at events in USA and more than a dozen countries. 

Sponsored by: Wesley Men (World Fellowship of Methodist & Uniting Church Men) 

 

Christians and Muslims Working Together  

Description: 

Leaders: Bishop Sunday Onuoha and Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

Sponsored by: Inter-religious Relationships Committee 

 

One People of God: Women Doing Theology Around The World 

Description: How do women do theology in different contexts?  How do they theologize God, 

Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, Bible, church, mission, worship and ministry from their own 

perspectives? This workshop will provide diverse theological perspectives of women theologians 

from Africa, Cuba, Russia and Vietnam. 

Leaders: Dr. HiRho Park and Women Theologians from Africa, Cuba, Russia and Vietnam 

Sponsored by: General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist 

Church 

 

Inspire Movement –Ireland, USA, Britain 

Description: Join leaders from this international organization as they share about mission as a 

way of life, rooted in the love of God and neighbour. Find out what it means to  live missionally in 

the world, and help your local church become a community of mission-shaped disciples, forming 

new missional communities with disciple-making at the heart. 

Leaders: Heather Morris, Phil Meadows, Brian Yeich 

The Church’s Response to the Changing Models of Family 

Leaders: Bishop Teresa Snorton and panel 

World Methodist Historical Society Houston Bus Tour & Meeting 

Description: The WMHS will be offering a tour visiting some Methodist historic sites in the 

Houston area. Participants will leave the Convention Center at 11:45 am. Lunch and dinner will be 

provided at area churches with visits to historic churches and addresses on Latino/Hispanic 
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Methodist history in Texas, African Methodist Episcopal Church history, and the beginnings of 

Methodism in Texas. Locations and speakers to be announced. Return to the Convention Center 

will be about 7:00 pm. There is no cost for the tour. Bus transportation and meals are being paid for 

by the Society. REGISTRATION FOR THE TOUR: Space is limited to 80 participants so you MUST 

pre-register. 

Leader: Bob Williams and WMHS 

Social Justice Issues in North America – Panel Discussion 

Leader: Rev. Hannah Bonner, Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker, Peggy Larney (Choctaw) 

One People: Seeing God’s divine spark and the connectedness of all People  

Leader: Rev. Dr. Kabamba Kiboko, PhD 

Methodist Education in Latin America: “Emerging Oppoturnities for Cooperation” 

Leader: Dr, Luis Cardoso, Methodist Global Education Fund, Latin America, Brazil 

 

Staying Together as Wesleyans in Witness 

 Leader: Thomas Kemper, General Secretary, General Board of Global Ministries of the United 

Methodist Church 

 

Saturday, 3 Sept 2016 – 1:30-3:00 “One Mission” 

 

Plenary Speaker Q&A – One People 

Explore and unpack the concepts and themes from Friday night’s plenary with the speaker. 

Leader: Harold Good 

  

Plenary Speaker Q&A – One Mission 

Get a “sneak peek” at Saturday night’s plenary with the speaker. Explore and unpack the key 

concepts and themes. 

Leader: Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon 

  

WesleyMen: How to Pick a Fight with World Hunger 

An information technology professional, Andy Morris shares his gifts as a lay leader in his local 

United Methodist church and in answering God’s call to bring an end to the suffering cause by food 

insecurity. Andy serves as the Communication Director of the World Fellowship of Methodist and Uniting 
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Church Men (WesleyMen) as well as Chief Executive of FastPrayGive.org a Global Movement To End 

World Hunger. He resides in Nashville, Tennessee with his wife Roxanne and son Henry. 

Leader: Andy Morris 

Sponsored by: Wesley Men (World Fellowship of Methodist & Uniting Church Men) 

 

Global Migration 

Leader: Steve Ybarrola 

Sponsored by: Social Justice and Evangelism Committees 

 

Interreligious Collaboration to Advance Peace and Development 

Leader: Bishop Sunday Onuoha 

  

Public Theology – Good Governance: South Africa Case Study 

Leader: Dr. S. Kumalo 

  

Parenting Discussion Panel 

Leadership: Joint Youth and Young Adult & Family Life Committee panel 

  

Human Trafficking 

Leader: Mark Kadel (Director, World Relief Spokane) 

Sponsored by: Social Justice and Evangelism Committees 

 

We Are + G*d Is + Justice Will Be Done: The Metrics of Justice for Contemporary Global 

Methodism 

Leader: Rev. Dr. Jennifer Leath 

 

The Nuclear Threats and Peacemaking in Korea  

 Leaders: Dr. J.C. Park, WMC Theological Education Committee chair; Methodist Theological 

University in Seoul, South Korea and Dr. Youngsook Kang, Director of Mission and Ministry for the 

Rocky Mountain Conference of The United Methodist Church  

 

Education in Europe: “Between Tradition and Innovation” 

Leader: Rev. Sam McBratney, Queens Foundation, United Kingdom 

 



 

26 

 

Continuing Education Seminars 

The World Methodist Conference has partnered with SMU Perkins School of Theology  to offer continuing education seminars. 

1.5 CEUs will be offered for participation in Wednesday’s pre-conference seminar, Thursday, Friday and Saturday’s Perkins 

seminars, and all World Methodist Conference Plenaries and Bible Studies. A special thanks to the Perkins leadership for their 

vision and support of the World Methodist Conference! 

  

Visiting Sacred Spaces 

This immersion course will involve lectures on the history of Houston from the standpoint of ethnic and religious 

diversity and incorporate visits to important non-Christian religious centers and neighborhoods throughout the 

Houston area. 

Instructor:        Dr. Robert A. Hunt [watch video] [watch video] 

Professor of Christian Mission and Interreligious Relations 

Director of Global Theological Education 

Director, Center for Evangelism and Missional Church Studies 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

  

MANAGEMENT 

Eyes on the Prize 

This course will teach participants to discern and communicate a God-given vision and mission for a congregation. 

Participants will learn how to align church strategies, programs, and ministries in support of God’s mission for their 

communities. This will involve acquiring the skills and confidence to say “no” to every opportunity that falls beyond 

the congregation’s discerned scope of work. 

 

Instructors:       

Bishop D. Max Whitfield 

Bishop in Residence 

Director, Center for Religious Leadership 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

                        Dr. Charles Millikan 

Vice President for Spiritual Care and Values Integration 

Houston Methodist Hospital, Houston, TX, USA 

Date:    Thursday, September 1, 2016 

 The Church and Social Controversy 

The Methodist movement has historically embraced the place of Christian engagement in the concrete reality of 

history. Using examples of the social method of the ecumenical movement and the Social Principles in selected 

Methodist traditions, this course will offer analytical and practical skills on how leaders might work responsibly with 

congregations concerning issues of social justice. 

Instructor:        Dr. Gary MacDonald 

https://www.smu.edu/perkins
http://www.youtube.com/v/RanJspvQ45g?version=3&start=757&end=817&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/v/L0AQk5Org9E?version=3&start=442&end=502&autoplay=0&hl=en_US&rel=0
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 Director, Advanced Ministerial Studies 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Friday, September 2, 2016 

 

Making Difficult Management Decisions in Changing Times 

Leaders in churches, schools, and non-profit organizations often are found in situations in which they are forced to 

make difficult decisions.  Whether dealing with personnel, finances, mission and values, or constituents, leaders are 

called on to be wise and principled while making hard choices.  This seminar will explore essentials that can help 

leaders manage organizations during a time of great pressure and diminishing resources. 

Instructor:        John Martin [watch video] 

Director of Development 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Saturday, September 3, 201 

 

MIGRATION 

Migration 

This course will examine the challenges posed by global migration and by the various political responses to it around 

the world. Topics will include the nature of migration, the dynamics of immigration policy, border control, diversity, 

the impact of contemporary migration patterns, and the plight of immigrants. Participants will consider the church’s 

role in counteracting growing anti-immigrant sentiment. 

Instructor:        Dr. Harold J. Recinos [watch video] 

Professor of Church and Society 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Wednesday, August 31, 2016    

  

MYSTERIES OF SPIRITUALITY 

The Wholeness of Wesleyan Spirituality 

For Wesleyans, spirituality is about the whole of the Christian life: our love for God; our life in community and 

worship with other Christians; and our shared life in transformational care for neighbor and the world. These are not 

divisible parts of spirituality. They are, instead, integral aspects of the wholeness and integrity of the Christian life. 

With this in mind, participants in this course will examine the lives and selected writings of key leaders in global 

Methodism: John Wesley, Amanda Smith, Frances Willard, D. T. Niles, and Mercy Oduyoye. 

Instructor:        Dr. Rebekah Miles 

Professor of Ethics and Practical Theology 

Director, Graduate Program in Religious Studies 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Thursday, September 1, 2016 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/v/mlmHiD_0s8g?version=3&start=625&end=709&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/v/qJwE0si36vE?version=3&start=3636&end=3697&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
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Something to Die For 

Youth are filled with passion and idealism about making a difference in the world in places of pain and despair so 

much that some youth are willing to die for a cause. Some youth seek wholesome ways to change the world while 

others resort to violence and terrorist activities. Passion and idealism intersect theologically in the spirituality of 

youth. This course explores spirituality in two youth cohorts, 14-17 year olds and 18-30 year olds. The course offers 

practices that foster life-giving and world changing Christian youth spirituality. 

Instructor:        Dr. Evelyn L. Parker [watch video] 

Professor of Practical Theology 

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Friday, September 2, 2016 

John Wesley and the Future of Spiritual Formation 

Methodists across the world are rightly concerned to explore a robust vision of faith and discipleship, which has 

been a critical change in ministry over the last thirty years. Wesley was equally concerned with these ideas, even 

though he would have described them in different language. In fact, he edited and published a set of forty-four 

sermons that represent an amazing project in spiritual formation. They divide naturally into three groups: How to 

become a Christian; What it is to be a Christian; and How to Stay a Christian.  It is high time that the next phase of 

both Wesley Studies and work in Spiritual Formation paid close attention to what Wesley offered. His works are 

much more relevant than one might initially expect. 

Instructor:        Dr. William J. Abraham [watch video] 

Outler Professor of Wesleyan Studies 

Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Wednesday, August 31, 2016  

Women Singing, Praying, and Knowing 

Christian women around the world practice their spirituality in unique ways shaped by their experiences of God, 

their community, and themselves. African-descended women, particularly those from the Wesleyan Tradition, 

express a spirituality of love, hope, and justice. This course explores the spirituality of women with an emphasis on 

African women using poetry, prayers, and songs. 

Instructor:        Mercy Amba Oduyoye [watch video] 

Founder, Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians 

Director, Institute of Women in Religion and Culture 

Trinity Theological Seminary, Legon, Ghana 

Dates: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Sept. 1 – 3, 2016 

The Spirituality of the Desert Fathers and Mothers 

This course explores the history of desert spirituality in the Christian tradition.  It considers how the spiritual 

practices of the desert fathers and mothers are congruent with Wesleyan spirituality and praxis, and how such 

practices might be useful today in diverse settings.  Students will be introduced to ancient practices of the reading of 

Scripture (lectio divina), prayer, ascetic disciplines, and forms of Christian hospitality. 

Instructor:        Dr. James Kang Hoon Lee 

http://www.youtube.com/v/wvUXXNWI-BU?version=3&start=4&end=64&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/v/KUEF_6MiECo?version=3&start=132&end=192&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/v/RI5YJkQk2vo?version=3&start=310&end=350&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
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 Assistant Professor of the History of Early Christianity 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Saturday, September 3, 2016 

  

MISSION 

Mission Then, Mission Now: Contemporary Insights from an Ancient Church 

Early in the history of Christianity, we see a stellar example of a community that provided the bedrock of the first 

great transformation of the church: the call to mission among a different people group. This community, the church 

in Antioch, offers us a brilliant example of preparing the local church for the work of mission. In this course, 

participants will discover the characteristics that made the church in Antioch an exemplary base of mission and learn 

how to foster those characteristics in local congregations today. 

Instructors:      

Dr. Priscilla Pope-Levison [watch video] 

Associate Dean for External Programs 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Dr. John L. (Jack) Levison [watch video] 

J. A. Power Professor of Old Testament Interpretation and Biblical Hebrew 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Wednesday, August 31, 2016       

Evangelism and Disciple Formation for a Missional Church 

This course explores evangelism as the natural outcome of faith communities that practice deep disciple formation. 

Find out how to develop discipleship training around practices of prayer, hospitality, and justice. Learn how to teach 

doctrine as it relates to actual practices of Christian discipleship. Discover the relationship between forming disciples 

and nurturing spiritual leaders. 

Instructor:        Dr. Elaine A. Heath [watch video] 

McCreless Professor of Evangelism 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Constructive Theologian, Educational Architect, Forerunner 

Missional Wisdom Foundation, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

The Mission of God through the People of God: Our Responsibility 

In three 90-minute sessions, participants will discover with others the mission of the Church as the People of God. 

The first session will consider the relationship between Christian life and spirituality. The second session is designed 

to help participants answer two questions: Who is the Christ we preach? and Who are we as the People of God? 

Special attention in this session will be given to thinking about the ways these identities define the mission of 

Christians in today’s world. The last session will comprise conversations around the Church’s identity as a missional 

entity, taking into account the Christ we share, the contexts in which we preach, and the spiritual practices necessary 

for discerning God’s work in the world. 

Instructor:        Dr. Pablo Andiñach [watch video] 

Profesor de Antiguo Testamento 

Instituto Superior Evangélico de Estudios Teológicos, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

https://www.youtube.com/v/__piDhRYzeI?version=3&start=1068&end=1156&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/v/eqvyjtBAGos?version=3&start=323&end=409&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/v/bL2X4EfA5Ts?version=3&start=196&end=265&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/v/VW4igZKICME?version=3&start=1500&end=2100&autoplay=0&hl=en_US&rel=0
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Dates: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, September 1 – 3, 2016 

  

MUSIC 

Global Songs and Prophetic Praxis 

Songs connect us to cultures in profound ways, allowing us to understand God’s people and work in this world 

more fully. Through song, we can find inspiration to act prophetically and seek justice, peace, freedom, and equality 

for all humanity. Considering the gifts and songs of Christians from “every tribe and language and people and 

nation” (Rev. 5:9), participants in this course will explore the content of select global songs that make poignant 

contributions to liturgical practice and prophetic praxis. 

Instructor: Dr. Tércio Bretanha Junker [watch video] 

Assistant Professor of Worship 

Director of Sweeney Chapel 

Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN, USA 

Date:    Friday, September 2, 2016 

Inspired by Song in the Face of Struggle 

This hands-on (voice-engaged) course will draw on songs from various struggles, recognizing that singing has long 

sustained communities of faith and resistance. The instructor will share stories and songs from three distinct contexts 

in the Americas: a choir of Jamaican hotel-workers in Toronto, Canada; Protestant Cuba and its “revolutionary” 

hymns; and the Canadian ecumenical justice movement. Participants will consider theological and ethical issues 

related to global song-leading as the instructor models a song-leading praxis that is contextually aware, liberative, 

and justice-oriented. 

Instructor:        Becca Whitla [watch video] 

Community Music Maker and Organizer 

Toronto, ON, Canada 

Doctoral Student 

Emmanuel College, Victoria University, The University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Date:    Saturday, September 3, 2016 

Let the Church Rejoice! Appreciating New Musical Expressions from Asia 

This course will showcase Let the Church Rejoice!, a recent Asian congregational song resource published by the 

Methodist School of Music, Singapore. It will include a presentation on contemporary congregational song trends in 

Asia and offer practical suggestions for performance. Use in non-Asian contexts will be considered with reference to 

Roberto S. Goizueta’s theology of accompaniment. 

Instructor: Dr. Swee Hong Lim [watch video] 

Deer Park Assistant Professor of Sacred Music 

Director, Master of Sacred Music Program 

Emmanuel College, Victoria University, The University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Date:    Thursday, September 1, 2016 

You Are What You Sing: Faith Formation through the People’s Song 

Methodism has one of the richest and deepest sung heritages of any Christian faith tradition. United Methodist 

Bishop Joel Martínez once said, “Each generation needs to add its stanza to the great hymn of the church.” This 

http://www.youtube.com/v/0G2DKUlN4M8?version=3&start=0&end=60&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/v/ElO0qh3Q7cE?version=3&start=96&end=160&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/v/qwPGRBE9Vbw?version=3&start=3045&end=3112&autoplay=1&hl=en_US&rel=0
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course will explore central theological themes in the Methodist movement as reflected in the songs of the church 

worldwide; particular attention will be given to songs from the last fifty years. 

Instructor: Dr. C. Michael Hawn [watch video] 

University Distinguished Professor of Church Music 

Director, Master of Sacred Music Program 

Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Dallas, TX, USA 

Date:    Wednesday, August 31, 2016 
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AWESOME UNIVERSE, AWESOME GOD 
Opening Worship: One God – August 31 

David Wilkinson and Jennifer Wiseman. 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-wedpm-

wisemanwilkinson-v2-1.m4v 

 

Wiseman: I bring you greetings from my little home church Deer Park United Methodist Church in Reisterstown, 

Maryland in the United States on the East Coast. We’re a tiny congregation with a big heart. My name is Jennifer 

Wiseman and I am an astronomer. I’m a scientist. I study space. I study the Universe. I study Physics and 

astrophysics in the university and I love nature. I love to study nature. But I didn't grow up as a scientist. I grew up 

on a farm in the middle of this country in the state of Arkansas. How many of you have ever heard of Arkansas? 

Okay I grew up raising cattle with my parents and I didn't know any scientists. But we did love the Lord and we 

believed that all of nature was God's handiwork. And as I wandered the meadows and the valleys and the forest, I'd 

love to look at the trees and the grass and the sky. And I've always loved animals, whether wildlife, livestock, or 

pets. I loved to see how animals feel for one another and how they enjoy life as we do. And at night we would walk 

out and look at the night sky. We had a dark sky. We could see skies from horizon to horizon and I wondered what it 

would be like to explore the universe. How many of you have ever had the privilege of going out to a very dark 

place where you could really see many, many stars? Raise your hand if you have ever had that experience. I hope all 

of you have. Not many people have that experience today because of all of the lights that we create in our cities, but 

it's a wonderful experience to have. Now we are able to study the heavens with telescopes. Telescopes are tools that 

enable us to see the heavens with more precision than we can see with our own eyes. We are seeing marvelous 

things in the heavens using telescopes and scientific tools, beautiful things. What you are seeing here,.... we need to 

get the slides up, There we go...are stars. This is a collection of stars like you've probably never seen with your own 

eyes. But if you can get above the atmosphere of our own planet you can see many, many more stars. And in this 

case it's a very dense cluster of stars. We can see thousands of them in this tiny area of the sky in a cluster where they 

are held near each other by gravity. We see different colors: reds and blues, greens and whites, and yellows. The 

stars are not all the same, just like people are not all the same and yet they are beautiful together. We use all kinds of 

telescopes to study the universe. Telescopes on the ground. Telescopes that are in space like this one. Telescopes that 

get above the clouds to give us clear pictures of the earth and this technology is helping us to see more of the wonder 

of the heavens. In fact Psalm 19 tells us that “the heavens declare the glory of God and the sky proclaims the work of 

his hands.” That day after day and night after night they're pouring forth speech and wisdom and yet without using 

words or language like we use and yet somehow their message goes out around the world. Everyone everywhere 

regardless of different cultures and languages can get some message from looking at the heavens. Here's the 

beautiful horse- head nebula, interstellar gas. Gas fills our galaxy between stars and we see these beautiful 

formations and we now know that inside these dense clouds of majestic gas new stars are still forming. Star 

formation is my own field of scientific research and it’s an active process. With their telescope we can look at all the 

planets in our solar system and see great detail such as the beautiful gas clouds on Jupiter. Jupiter is mostly made of 

gas and we see the giant red spot there which we now know is a huge hurricane, is a huge storm changing on the 

surface of Jupiter. We can look farther out and see other stars like this one. But it helps to see these things in context. 

So with a different telescope we can see a broader field of view. This is looking towards the center of our Milky Way 

galaxy where we can see lots of stars. And we see that lane of dust and gas trickling down across the middle. We're 

going to zoom in now if the computer will let me, and we're going to see something that might startle you. Because 

with the big field of view like this we can see the bigger picture. And as we zoom in and transition to the more 

detailed view, that we can see with a space telescope, we can see one of these stars in the region, in this constellation 

is not actually a star like several others it is actually a dense cluster of stars. And as we zoom in and get a higher 

resolution with a space telescope, that we can see this is actually that same cluster of majestic stars. It helps to get 

perspective doesn't it? We can see details with telescopes that we haven't been able to see before with just our eyes. 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-wedpm-wisemanwilkinson-v2-1.m4v
http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-wedpm-wisemanwilkinson-v2-1.m4v
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This is a region of the sky many of you will recognize as Orion, the Orion Constellation. Many beautiful stars. Many 

people throughout human history have looked at this region of the sky and wondered what it might tell us. But 

when we look closely, for example at this star, it turns out that this is not just one star. When we zoom in with a 

space telescope we see this majesty, this beautiful colorful gas the Orion Nebula. And again this is an active cloud of 

gas, it’s lit up in beautiful colors by new stars that have recently been born out of this gas. Stars continue to form. 

Stars continue to live and use fuel and radiate their light in beautiful ways.  

Stars and gas fill what we call galaxies. This is a spiral galaxy. We believe our own sun, a star situated in a galaxy 

similar to this one. But we cannot get all the way out to get a picture of it. But galaxies like this contain hundreds of 

billions of stars. So many stars that the light all blends together in the core, and overtime the rotation of this galaxy 

takes on this beautiful spiral structure. Now for the last few decades during the last century, which isn't very long in 

terms of human history, we now know that there are other galaxies besides our own Milky Way. In fact there are 

billions of galaxies. This is a deep image of space taken with the space telescope and collecting light for many days so 

that we can see the faintest most distance objects. And in a tiny field of view of space, this is showing us not a 

collection of individual stars, but a collection of distant galaxies almost every one of these points of light is not a 

single star but a galaxy with hundreds of billions of stars. If our Milky Way Galaxy were in a picture like this, if you 

could give her away and look back it would look like one of these points of light. And within these points of light 

there can be billions upon billions of stars. We live in an enormous universe, a magnificent universe that's hard for us 

to fathom. And now I'd like to introduce Reverend David Wilkinson who is going to give us some spiritual insight 

into what  this all can mean.  

Wilkinson: Thank you Jennifer. Good evening everyone. How exciting is that? I too have been an Astrophysicist 

although not as eminent as my friend, Jennifer here. These days I teach theology and lead a College of students in a 

place called St. John’s College in Durham in the United Kingdom. I was interested therefore in this story that I heard 

the other day. It was in that generation before emails and social media. 

It was concerning a young undergraduate student away at university. His parents hadn’t heard from him in some 

time. They were getting a little worried. And then they received this letter:  

‘Dear Mum and Dad, I know you haven’t heard much from me in recent months, but let me tell you what happened. A 

few weeks back there was a fire in my accommodations and I lost all my possessions. I jumped out of my second floor window 

and broke my leg in four places. However, while in hospital I met a most wonderful nurse. To cut a long story short we fell in 

love and got married a couple of weeks ago. I will send the photographs to you. In order to support her and her eight children 

and two grandchildren, I left college and tried to rob a bank. Unfortunately, I was caught and I am now in prison for four 

years, although the authorities say that I will be released in two, due to my terminal illness.’ 

The parents were understandably shocked until they realized, at the bottom of the letter there was a large ‘Please 

turn over.’ And so they quickly turned the letter over and read:  

‘Mum and Dad, by this time, I guess you are getting a little worried. So let me tell you straight that everything I have 

written in this letter up to this point is completely untrue. The truth is that 2 weeks ago I heard that I had failed my final 

exams. I just wanted you to get this in proper perspective’. 

Do you ever get things out of perspective? In relationships, in work, in ministry, in sports? I mean, if my football 

team, and I mean real football, not the type of thing that’s done here in America. I mean win or lose, my whole world 

is affected!  

Part of this is understandable. Part us that makes us human. Part of God’s gift to us is the way that we can think 

about relationships, the way that we can think about success in ministry, or in work, or even the gift of sports. And 

yet if we get those things out of perspective we deny our humanity. We deny the very gift God gives us by finding 

our humanity as one people together and indeed in relationship with Him. And that’s why Psalm 8 is one of my 

favourite scripture passages. It’s a song of praise and worship. And hasn’t the worship just been wonderful this 

evening. Now we don’t know whether this psalm was based on wisdom literature, its connection with lament and a 
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number of other scholarly questions, but we do know that in the history of Jewish and Christian worship this psalm 

was used for worship. It begins with a song: 

“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 

And it gives us that picture which Jennifer has presented to us in such exciting ways.  

“The moon and the stars,” the Psalmist says, you notice? “...the \work of your fingers.” 

God is so great that the hundred billion stars in each of a hundred billion galaxies is simply the work of God’s 

fingers. He didn’t have to use his whole arm, he just had to use his fingers to create it. The Psalmist stands in awe of 

such a God, and in light of those things and those things in my life that seem so important: those moments of 

selfishness, those moments of pride, those moments of fear are put into proper perspective. I’ve never found 

attempted proofs for God convincing in science, but I do think there are things about the universe, about its beauty 

about the sense of awe, about the fact that there are beautiful, subtle, intelligible laws of physics, the fact that things 

are just right to make you and I possible - what Paul Davis calls the “Goldilocks Enigma.” Those things don’t prove 

God, but they lead us to wonder, they lead us to awe, and this sense of awe that Jennifer has been describing for me 

is one of those bridges between science and faith. It’s one of those bridges between the academy and laity. It’s one of 

those bridges between people of faith and those of my friends who are scientists who are agnostics or indeed 

atheists, and just as I’m getting carried away by all of this, the Psalmist comes back and just says a couple of puzzling 

things. Verse 2 is difficult to translate. It’s not clear whether “from the lips of children and infants” relates to verse 

one or relates to later on but what it seems to be saying is that God invests into children, into the weak, his praise in 

order to overcome his enemies. Isn’t that fascinating? The God who created a hundred billion stars in a hundred 

billion galaxies first of all has enemies, but actually uses the weak in the world to show forth his praise. And yet that 

second puzzling question the psalmist goes on to say, “in such a vast universe, what are human beings that you’re 

mindful of them. Jennifer you’ve been working a little bit on our place in the universe, what it means for humanity. 

Just take us on from there. 

Wiseman: Yes, I will do that. You didn’t know you were getting an Astrophysics lesson this evening, did you? We 

have lots more to tell you about what’s going on in the universe. Here is back to that ultra-deep feel, looking into 

deep space. These galaxies (a collection of hundreds of billions of stars) and here you see a whole lot of galaxies, but 

they’re not all at the same distance. You’re seeing this collection of galaxies, but some of them are farther away from 

us than others, and astronomers spend a great deal of time and effort trying to measure distances to objects like stars 

and even these galaxies. And when we look at things in distant space we’re actually looking back in time because it 

takes time for the light to get to us. So when we look at a galaxy that is more distant than another galaxy we can 

compare those two galaxies to see how they’ve changed over time. So by looking at a collection of galaxies like this 

and discerning the different distances of galaxies we’re truly looking farther into space and time. This graphic is 

meant to show, in a kind of graphical way, how as we go from top to bottom, as telescopes get better over time, as 

the instruments have improved, as cameras have gotten more sensitive, that out telescopes have been able to see 

fainter and fainter objects in space, and that translates into seeing more and more distant galaxies that appear fainter 

and fainter to us because of their distance. Well if you’re looking farther into space you’re actually looking at things 

farther back in time. And so we are now looking closer and closer to the very beginning of our universe, and to see 

how things were at that time, and we can actually compare how the galaxies were at that time with how our own 

Milky Way galaxy is today. And we find out that things have changed. That our universe has not been stagnant over 

its history. In fact astronomers everywhere will nearly all agree that our universe seems to have begun in a major 

burst of energy, an incredible burst of energy, at a finite time at about 13.8 billion years ago a burst of energy and 

over time that energy cooled, the universe expanded. Atoms were able to form. They were able to coagulate together 

and form gases. And the earliest stars, which are simply gravitational collapsed balls of gas, and in those stars 

gravitationally pulled themselves close to each other along with gas and created early galaxies, and then those 

galaxies began to merge together, some of them to form bigger galaxies. We are now looking so far back in time, that 

for our universe, which we believe scientifically began in a majestic burst of energy about 13.8 billion years ago, we 
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are looking at seeing things from within that first .8 of the 13.8 billion-year history of the universe. And we can see as 

we look at galaxies across time and space, what’s happened. We see that galaxies have grown, they’ve merged 

together, the stars within them have come and gone. Stars don’t last forever. But while they are shining they fuse 

hydrogen gas into heavier elements like helium. And the helium fuses and produces heavier elements still, and 

eventually when the star runs out of its inner fuel it will release its atmosphere and all of these elements its created in 

this spectacular burst. Here’s an old star releasing its outer atmosphere. And many of these heavier elements it’s 

produced. It looks like a butterfly, so we call this the Butterfly Nebula.  Isn’t it beautiful? Some stars are so big that 

when they run out of inner fuel, they become very unstable and they actually explode in a magnificent explosion that 

we call a supernova.  Here’s the remnant of an exploded star, a supernova remnant. And you can see, basically the 

guts of this star being expelled into interstellar space. This is not only energetic and magnificent, but it’s also very 

beautiful. It’s also very important for life on earth. Why is that? Because this exploded star has distributed heavier 

elements that it created like carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen, into interstellar space and future generations of stars will 

form out of this material and that can allow planets and solid bodies to form around stars. In fact we now know there 

have been several generations of stars in our own milky way galaxy to the point where now galaxies like our own 

have stars that have solid planets orbiting around them, like our own. Our planet earth has elements that we need 

for life, carbon and oxygen. That’s why I think of stars as God’s factories - what a magnificent process that God has 

designed for creating what we need for life. So that is the science. I think at this point I would like to go on and say a 

few words about something very intriguing that has happened in that last few years. About 25 years ago, we didn’t 

know if there were planets orbiting other stars. We know about the planets in our own solar system, like Earth, and 

Venus, and Mars. But we didn’t know if there were planets that were also orbiting the many other stars. We thought 

there might be and certainly science fiction has imagined there might be, but within the last 2 ½ decades or so 

scientists with better technology have started detecting for the first time in all of human history planets orbiting 

other stars. This image you’re seeing is an artist conception of a real system, discovered with the Kepler Space 

Telescope of a star, in this case with six planets orbiting in very tight orbits. This is taking off. It’s a very hot topic in 

astronomy. If you can understand this chart, what it’s showing you is as the time goes from left to right here, for the 

last couple of decades that’s the number of planets that have been discovered each year. These exoplanets, that 

means planets outside our solar system. It goes from zero, to a few here and there as the technology began to enable 

us to find them, to current years where now every year we are discovering more than 1,000 of these planets, every 

year. In fact, if you’re paying attention, just a few days ago there was an announcement of a discovery of planet 

that’s not much bigger than earth orbiting the star nearest to our sun, orbiting Proxima Centauri. And not only that, 

that planet is orbiting its star in the habitable zone. It’s not too close to the star to be too hot for life and not too far 

away to be too cold for life. So that’s very exciting. Astronomers are now developing better telescopes to help us 

analyze the atmosphere of these exoplanets to see if there might be signs of life. So it’s a very exciting time in 

astronomy, we know our universe is very dynamic. It has been throughout its history. It’s very rich and active, and 

we wonder, are there other planets with life in the universe as we look back on our own planet Earth? That’s the 

mystery we’re trying to find out. Now David, what does that mean for significance of human life. 

Wilkinson: You might be thinking to yourself, “to be honest, I’m not very excited. I’m a bit fearful of all of this. I 

mean, billions and billions? Mathematical graphs? Other planets around other stars with the possibility of life? 

“Maybe we resonate with the Psalmist in saying what are mere mortals in the midst of all of this? What are human 

beings? Because we’re not the center of the universe. And does God really love this insignificant small gathering of 

humans on a little rocky planet around a rather insignificant star in a rather insignificant galaxy, and this mounting 

sense of despair if we go back to the psalm has an answer. It’s not an answer about us being at the center of 

everything. It’s an answer about god and his graciousness. You notice that the psalmist says the answer to our 

human significance is not about how we’re made in terms of our atoms. It’s in terms of what God has done. His 

initiative. You made, says the psalmist, you crowned us with glory and honor, you made us rulers, you put things 

under our feet. God’s graciousness of the gift of life, of the gift of relationship, of the gift of love, is the real 

significance of human beings within this universe. There's a clear resonance here of Genesis 1, where the gift of 

intimate relationship with God is the thing that truly makes us human. Not what we’ve achieved. How much money 
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we have. Not how many PhDs in Astrophysics we may have between us. It is about being loved by God Himself. 

And in a success, fame, money culture, which becomes a globalized culture at times, this dehumanizes many people. 

If you don’t pass the exams, if you don’t have enough money, if you don’t have success, are you truly human. Yes, 

says scripture, because you have been created by God. You are loved by God, and that means we have a sense of 

responsibility in how we live our lives, and in deed how we use science. Science is not meant to be a gift to inflict 

suffering on others. It’s a gift to liberate, it’s a gift to heal, it’s a gift to instill in us awe and wonder. The end of the 

Psalm comes back to repeat that refrain, O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.” That's 

important to me, because you might say that’s all well and good, but how do you know it’s true. In that little phrase, 

“O Lord OUR Lord” the psalmist gives us a clue. For this was Yahweh, the God of Israel, the one who had redeemed 

his people, who’d acted in history, taken them out of Egypt, sustained them in the desert,  brought them into the 

promised land. It is OUR Lord, and for Christians we know the love of God because of Jesus, the one who has acted 

in history, the one who has delivered us, the one who sustains us, the one who is risen from the Dead. That's why we 

can say O Lord, OUR Lord. Jennifer, tell us, you’re a scientist and you’re Christian. What does this revelation of God 

in Jesus mean to you? 

Wiseman: I never reached the end of my sense of wonder and amazement and curiosity about how the God of 

this unfathomable universe also cares for us individually, and yet that is exactly what we’re told in scripture, and 

most profoundly through the coming of Jesus Christ, coming in the flesh. The word of God made flesh, and this flesh 

is made of that same “star stuff” that we all are . God is part of this universe that He created and he is incarnate and 

has become so. I find that incredibly hard to fathom, and yet I’m also incredibly grateful. I also think that knowing 

about the generosity of God - God didn’t have to create a universe with hundreds of billions of galaxies, and yet this 

tells us something about the character of God - when we try to make God small - God is big! And you know there’s a 

lot we don’t even know. I sometimes ask, Lord there are all these billions of galaxies that we didn't’ even know about 

until the last century of human existence, why didn’t you tell us about this before. But i think God is enabling us as 

we use technology for good things to explore and learn more about God’s character. It’s not like science tells us 

directly about the divine things of the world. Science tells us about how the physical world works, but I think we as 

Christians can also then infer philosophical and spiritual truths that are beyond science.  I glean from this that the 

God we pray to is awesome. And it can enrich our prayer life when we remember that the God who care about us 

and knows the number of hairs on our head is also very interested in a universe that is beyond our human ability to 

comprehend. I also think that it’s quite interesting that God has this patience. I mean God could have snapped His 

godly fingers and everything would suddenly appear, and yet it appears that God has been very patient in allowing 

the physical forces of nature to work out a most incredible impressive universe that we could really not fathom 

ourselves using forces, using the order of nature that speaks of our orderly, and our God. And I think that is 

something we can take in our spiritual lives as an analogy. Our spiritual life doesn’t get mature instantly. Have any 

of you become spiritually mature in an instant? I haven’t. God is working with us from the time we first recognize 

God’s voice in our lives through the rest of our lives and all of eternity. There is a sense of God’s patience and God’s 

creativity and God’s love for life. God has created a universe that is also rich for life on at least one planet. There may 

be life on other planets. We don’t know. But we know there is life on at least one planet. It shows a generosity and, I 

believe a love of God. I also believe that God’s creativity, here in this gorgeous image, you’ll see yet another majestic 

image made with the space telescope, showing interstellar clouds that are productively still producing beautiful 

stars.  In this case a cluster right off to the side, you can see a very young, very mass of stars. These are things that life 

the human spirit. We are meant to see these things, we are meant to be awestruck and we are meant to be uplifted. 

How can that happen?  

Here are some folks, some friends. The woman in this picture works in is a scientist in the field of astronomy. Her 

name is Gladys.  She is also a Christian. Every year she takes her holiday time to go on mission trips around the 

world.  In this image she is visiting an orphanage.  This orphanage is filled with the children of martyrs.  These 

children have had traumatized lives. And yet these children have enough clothing and food.  What they yearn to 
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learn about from Gladys is about space! These are the things that lift the spirits and the eyes and the hearts of these 

kids.   

So you see the heavens and learning about God’s handiwork and nature both in the universe and in the earth 

around us, in the animals, in the plants, in the water, in the streams, in the mountains, can lift our spirits if we let it 

speak to us.  Those are the kinds of things I glean from trying to imagine what it means to live in an enormous, 

magnificent universe. 

Wilkinson: I wanted to be an astronaut but they couldn't find a rocket big enough to get me into space! We’re in 

Houston for the next few days and you will be well aware that not far from us is NASA’s Johnson Space Center 

which has served as a hub of human space flight activity for more than half a century. It’s been the home to 

Astronaut Corps and of course led to the Apollo moon landings. For some of these astronauts the new perspective 

that they got from looking at the universe was “earthed” by their knowledge and experience of the love of Jesus of 

Nazareth. Charlie Duke of Apollo 16 said, “Walking on the moon lasted only 3 days, walking with Jesus lasts a 

lifetime.” James Erwin of the earlier Apollo 15 said “Jesus walking on the earth is more important than man walking 

on the moon.” A piece of paper was taken to the surface of the moon by Buzz Aldrin on Apollo 11. On it he wrote 

some verses from Psalm 8, and when asked by NASA to comment on the significance of the experience as he 

traveled back from the surface of the moon, he recited “when i consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 

moon and the stars, that you established, what are mere mortals, what are human beings.” But his answer to the 

question had been embodied just a few hours earlier, because there on the surface of the moon, Buzz Aldrin took a 

small piece of bread and small glass of wine, given to him by his Presbyterian church many miles away on earth, and 

as he administered holy communion, remembering that this one God was the god of the whole universe, that he was 

one with all people, he found in remembering the death of Jesus for him, that one mission that puts things in proper 

perspective. And as he took the bread and wine he recited from John 15:5 “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN LOVE CROSSES THE STREET? 
Thursday: One Faith – Morning Worship, September 1 

Rev. Rudy Rasmus 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-thursam-rasmus-v2-

1.m4v 

 

Often when I speak to groups that have never met me before I know there's a question on your heart from the 

moment you lay eyes on me. And the question is, as a matter of fact just look to your right and to your left, and ask 

the person next to you because you've been wanting to do this, ask them what is that under his chin? Alright, yeah. 

What is that? I have to tell you about that later. But I do love you and there’s absolutely nothing you can do about it 

so don't even try. We're going to be talking for a few minutes and I can tell you right now it's going to be challenging 

as you can imagine a guy with a beard like mine is challenging, right? But I have a passage of scripture I'd like to 

share with you. Found in Luke chapter 10 verse 25 and it reads: 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he answered and said, “You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 

neighbor as yourself.” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he, wanting 

to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and 

departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down the road. And when he saw him, he 

passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the 

other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 

So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought 

him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the 

innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 

So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And this young lawyer said, 

“He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

I'm going to talk for a few minutes on what happens when love crosses the street. You know I've had quite a 

journey. That's a beautiful mug isn’t it? You can imagine this kid was disruptive. This kid is still disruptive right? But 

from as early as I can remember, I had questions. I wondered why is the world like it is? And where is the justice? 

And why do I have to drink from that other fountain? I drank from a separate water fountain until I was 12 years old 

right here in Houston, Texas. And I never understood why I had to drink from another fountain and as fearful as my 

mother would get when I got close to that other fountain. I always told myself, there must be something really 

powerful in that water coming from that other fountain. So every now and then when no one was looking, I snuck 

me a drink from that other fountain. That’s right yeah. I grew up in a world with two fountains, with two doors. A 

door for one group of people in the front and a door for another group of people in the rear. And I never understood 

why I had to go through another door. I never understood why I had to sit at the back of the bus. But there was one 

place, one place where I always found equality and that was the Houston Zoo. You are waiting for me to say I found 

equality at church. I found equality at the Houston Zoo because in the middle of the Houston Zoo there was this 

fountain - the Lion Head Fountain. And I had my mother take me to the zoo as often as I could get her to take me 

there. Because there was something about that zoo that had that fountain. And I tell you what the one thing I love 

about that zoo, it was that it only had one fountain. And I would line up, for my drink from that fountain and I stand 

there where all the other kids with every hue imaginable would line up with me and I would say, “now this is what 

justice looks like.” Eight years old. And I was always challenged. challenged by why could the zoo get it right but the 

church... The zoo got it right. But I would get back to the church and the church lacked power to change my 

circumstances. So as soon as I could, I walked away. And I stayed away from the church as long as I could. Until I 
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met Juanita. When we married it was understood, that whether I believed or not I was going to church. But I've often 

wondered, for my eight-year-old self, 52 more years later, my 60 year old self, I'm wondering in 52 years couldn't the 

church have done something to make some changes? Because even though that other water fountain isn’t visible. 

That other water fountain is still here. And it may not be a water fountain - but, how about opportunity? So when I 

think about the fact that there is a lot going on, I have to remind myself that our product is love. And when I think 

about our product being love, I often wonder how do we get to where we are right now. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

in 1968 asked the question, where do we go from here? Chaos or Community? And today I ask the question, where 

do we go from here, church? Unity or uniformity? One of my mentors, my civil rights mentors, Dr. Virgil Wood, 

marched with Dr. King. Wave your hand Dr. Wood. Yes, sir. Yeah, show some love. Yeah, great man. So I’ve been 

reading a book. The book is entitled “Bold” written by Steven Kotler. Steven Kotler talks about companies and 

experiences, often missed opportunities and the impact of missing opportunities on those companies and the 

communities around them. One of the companies that Steven Carter profiles is the Eastman Kodak Company and he 

talks about how in 1996 that the Eastman Kodak Company controlled literally a monopoly in the film industry - 140 

thousand employees and a 28 billion dollar market cap. Kodak controlled 90% of the film market and 85% of the of 

the camera market. But somewhere along the way the Kodak Company had forgotten that their product was never 

film and camera. Their product had always been capturing memories, “Kodak Moments.” And one day without 

warning, this conglomerate began to experience six factors that Kotter talks about in his book, and those factors were 

exponential change that took place in that company before the executives could respond. Kotler outlines these shifts 

that occurred. The first was digitalization. And often we think that digitalization has to do with technology but 

digitalization is what happens when culture makes a cumulative progress with the sharing of ideas. My brothers and 

sisters on the continent of Africa have obviously figured out digitalization, with 5 million United Methodists. So 

along the way we know that in the midst of this cumulative process of sharing ideas, once it begins, it doesn't stop 

and we must ask ourselves have we forgotten an opportunity? We got to think that in the midst of this we know that 

once digitalization occurs deception sets in and deception is what happens when exponential change goes unnoticed. 

And exponential change, family, is happening right now. While we're sitting in this room changes are taking place. 

And when we think about changes are taking place, we are forgetting the fact that there are 80 million millennials 

who are not represented in this room today. And think about this, 80 million in the U.S., 1.7 billion globally, 75% of 

the workforce by 2025 will be the group right now that we are ignoring. And once this deception takes place, 

ultimately disruption follows, and when we think about disruption following, that is any change that creates a new 

market. And we have to ask the question what is the new market for the church. What is going to replace us if we 

don't respond effectively to these changes. If we go to sleep we’re gonna to wake up one morning just like the taxi 

industry in America. Went to sleep one night, woke up...Uber, Lyft had replaced them. Music executives went to 

sleep one night... Spotify, Pandora, giving their music away. Rental car companies...Blue-indy. Think about it, Bell 

Telephone System employees they thought they had a lock on the telephone. There was a telephone in every home in 

America and they woke up one morning and everyone had a cell phone in their pocket. My 85-year-old mother 

doesn't have a landline anymore. She said ‘baby I don't need a landline I got a cell phone!’ What? And before they 

knew it 7 billion people had those little devices with a million dollars’ worth of technology in 6 square inches. And 

we still think it is in the hymnal. Where's the hymnal? Where's the hymnal? Where is the hymnal? While our 

Millennial counterparts pull out their devices and say oh it's right here. And once that occurs, demonetization, and 

everyone knows what demonetization is, that's when the money goes. Skype demonetized long distance service, 

alright? Craigslist demonetized classified advertising. Napster demonetized the music industry. And departure is 

demonetizing the church. So when we think about how we are to respond we realize that there are three additional 

factors that are taking place in the midst of this. Also when the money gets tight. and the money goes away, 

demonetization occurs. And we know what happens when demonetization occurs, the goods and services 

themselves begin to disappear. And imagine this. The smartphone finished up what the digital camera began to do 

with the Eastman Kodak Company.   

And imagine this, 57 billion pictures were taken annually by 1990 and today 600 billion pictures plus are taken 

every year. And dematerialization occurs. And dematerialization occurs every time a church closes and a person 
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writes the churches off as culturally irrelevant. And every time the church is perceived as an institutionally obsolete 

institution. And we think about the fact that the core of dematerialization is centered around the words, schisms and 

splits. Get quiet. It's okay. It’s okay. You see, that’s dematerialization at its worst.  

And I wish John Wesley was in the midst of us right now. Asking the questions. So splitting for what? I 

remember the last time the church wanted to split it was because of slavery. The last time and that was a schism, if I 

remember correctly. But for some reason the church decided to come together. Because there was something more 

important than our agendas. The word is Jesus. Thank all five of you for clapping. I appreciate that. And 

democratization of course is what happens when the people who are the beneficiaries of the experience take charge. 

St. Patterson, St. Peter’s Square 2005 - St. Peter square 2013. By 2005 a few folks had a few devices snapping, 

snapping. By 2013 everybody had it. Think about the church. And where are we in the midst of this. Kodak forgot it 

was in the business of capturing memories. Just like the church too often forgets its product is love and 

democratization is gradually removing the power from th 

e institution controlling love.  

My question for you this morning is where is love creating disruption in your part of the world? And love should 

be creating disruption in your part of the world and if it's not, we're going to talk some more. And as we hold both 

unity and uniformity in tension this morning, in the Wesleyan tradition, the Wesleyan tradition does have something 

to say in relation to love. Two hundred eighty years ago, February 20th, 1736, John Wesley preached a sermon. 

Sermon number 139 in Savannah and the sermon title was simply “On Love.” I want you to look that one up. Plant it 

in your hearts. I carry this sermon, “On Love”, with me everywhere I go to remind myself why I am Wesleyan. John 

Wesley opened his Bible to 1rst Corinthians, 13th chapter and only read the third verse. “And though I give, and 

though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, if I don’t have love, it 

profits me nothing.” Then Wesley started preaching and y'all know Wesley could preach all day. I only have 30 

minutes. But he said some of y'all are not serious enough. And some of you won’t really believe it. And some of you 

will think it’s too hard to sing and some of you will forget it as soon as you can. And some of you, of course not the 

clergy in the room, because you lack humility, alright, will fall away rather than to suffer for it. We know what 

suffering means. But too often we are not willing to suffer. John Wesley and when we think about like a frame for 

John Wesley’s position on love, love always ruled as the ultimate theological and ethical category. Love. So fellow 

Wesleyans unless love informs your theology the arms of your god really won't be large enough to embrace the 

complexity and diversity in this big world of ours. And unless love informs your ecclesiology that peephole on your 

door and those secret words that a person has to utter to get entrance to your1 church will no longer. And unless 

love informs your eschatology there won't be enough time.  

I was in Cape Town South Africa a few months ago and a good friend of mine Jonathan Jansen said: “Hey Rudy, 

you know love is a waste of time.” I said, “what?” He said, “Yeah in order to love you have to be willing to waste 

some time.” So, often we are not willing to waste that time. You know Jesus had some contempt for the religious 

establishment and often I have the same contempt, for similar reasons.  Matthew chapter 6 talks about it.  You know 

what Jesus said in Matthew Chapter 6? He said, “Man, you have really nice robes and you can recite a prayer better 

than anybody out here. But you're kinda like a hypocrite.” You know we go to the root meaning of that word and it 

really means actor. Are we acting or are we really meaning what we tell people, when we tell them this institution is 

about love. Do we really? You know, think about this, I realize for the same reason I was constantly negotiating my 

version of contempt for religion, in the midst of that 1985 when my wife took me to church, I walked into a 

Methodist Church. I met this engaging young Pastor Kirbyjon Caldwell and it was Windsor Village United 

Methodist Church. I walked in the church as an unbeliever. I sat in the pew for 5 years as an unbeliever. But you 

know what has happened in my second week of my church, that pastor came up to me and he introduced himself to 

me. He said, “Kirbyjon.” You know that Kirbyjon is 6 foot, I’m 5’6’’ Alright now, Kirbyjon. I said, “Hey, you're the 

pastor.” And from that moment forward, I didn't realize it but Kirbyjon started to disciple me. And ultimately I 

became a disciple of Jesus, a follower of Jesus. In the midst of that I not only joined that church, I became a Christian. 

It was all because of the love I felt, not only from him the leader of that institution, but from all the people around me 
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on the pews. Those folk loved me into this relationship with Christ. You know I think about that and I'm reminded 

of 31 years ago when I walked into that church, and five-years later, 26 years ago when I offered my life to Jesus, and 

2 years later followed Jesus into service, I'm reminded of that moment that it wasn't the church's doctrine or the 

church’s polity that just drew me into that place, alright? I couldn’t care less for what the Book of Discipline said in 

that moment. What I really wanted to know was, do you love me? Do you love me? That's what the world is asking 

us today church. Do you love me? Do you love me? That's what people want to know. Do you love me? They don't 

care about your legislation. They don't care about your budgets. As a matter of fact, most folk in the streets don’t 

think churches should have budgets anyway. People are in peril all over the world. Something I learned a long time 

ago was: “Whenever you see a fight, follow the money!” See who's going to win and who's going to lose. Money... As 

a result of that fight I gave up money when I walked into this church. Money was a god for me. My entire life till I 

was 36 years old. I know what it means to worship money. It's never a good end. Along the way, I know that not 

only do people want to know that you love them, they want to know what is your definition of love. This is my 

definition of love: It allows a person to be who they choose to be, for themselves without any assistance, that they 

meet my expectations. See, if I can love a person and not have a premeditated agenda, then I'm loving.  

What does that have to do with this scripture this morning? Jesus tells this story to this young lawyer. The lawyer 

questions him and says: “Hey, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” You know, that lawyer was a scholar. He 

knew. But he wanted to know what was Jesus's frame of reference around 613 or so statutes, that govern Jewish life. 

“So how do you, Jesus interpret this?” Instead of offering a traditional response from one of those 613 codes, Jesus 

responds, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart with all your soul with all your strength and all 

your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” But the young lawyer wanted to find a loophole said, “Rabbi, who is my 

neighbor?” It was like Jesus put his Torah down. I'm thinking at the moment, oh he’s gonna slap him. That's what's 

going to happen next. He is gonna slap him. But instead of slapping him, he said, “you know there was a man. There 

was a man. I’ll tell you about this man. He was going down a dangerous road. Yeah, got attacked by some desperate 

people who were living in a disconnected community. And If these conditions weren't bad enough, the church was 

distracted. Desperate man, dangerous road, detached community, distracted church.” Jesus tells the story of how 

all the religious professionals just walked by this guy.  “But this one Samaritan,” Jesus said, “just stopped, crossed 

over and showed compassion.” So I'm thinking, okay Jesus, you talk about this Samaritan showing compassion and I 

know in that moment. There was something happening, there was something happening in the moment, you know 

what was happening at the moment? What was happening in that moment is, life is always interpreted through an 

inherited narrative. Life is always interpreted through an inherited narrative. Everything that we ultimately do in life 

is because someone told us that's how we do it. This is what we identify as beauty. This is how we identify 

intelligence, all right? This is who we are afraid of. And this is how we love and this is how we determined fear of 

those people. This is how we embrace people. And it is always an inherited narrative, whenever we look at it. When 

we think about that we realize that there’s more at stake here than just an inherited narrative.  

Richard Beck in his book “Unclean” talks about religious systems that often function on institutionalized social 

moral disgust. Institutionalized social moral disgust. And in this book he talks about the psychology of oral 

incorporation. The psychology of oral incorporation is the psychology that determines what we put in our mouths as 

clean and what we put in our mouths as unclean. Let me tell you something, I’ve been all around the world and I 

have put my feet under the table in Calcutta.  I have put my feet under the table all over the continent of Africa and 

I’m telling you I didn’t recognize everything that was put in front of me, alright? But I tell you what, the folk that 

were putting it in front of me trusted it and I trusted them and we ate and I loved it. But I realized there was more at 

stake here than just me eating something in that moment. I was demonstrating what I identify as acceptance. And 

you know, along the way we also know that people, groups can consciously or subconsciously be viewed as sources 

of contamination out of the same psychology. The untouchables in parts of India. What I've come to realize as I wrap 

up that disgust, is a well-engineered boundary psychology. Somewhere along the way those invisible forces tell us 

what is clean and what is unclean. Who are those people that we just don’t get on with. Instead of answering that 

question directly, Jesus talked about this place where we find ourselves today. One of my favorite authors Anne 
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Lamott said, “You can safely assume that you created God in your own image when it turns out that God hates the 

same people you do.” Defenseless victims. Who are they in our community? Desperate people. Who are they in our 

community? Who are the disconnected communities? Is the church too distracted? Rabbi David Hartman said, “an 

Orthodoxy that denies personhood commits spiritual suicide.” As I take my seat today, I just want to leave you with 

a thought. And the thought is, Jesus identified the most unlikely person to be the hero of the narrative. And along 

the way we realize that when love crossed the street, something happened. I want you to know that every time love 

crosses the street, something happens. I don't know about you, but I'm a product of love one day crossing the street, 

alright? As a matter of fact, Juanita crossed the street with me one day, alright? Love crossed the street and a 

paralyzed man got up from his mat. Love crossed the street and stopped a funeral procession in the city and a boy 

got out alive. When love crossed the street, Peter’s mother-in-law got well. When love crossed the street, a man with 

the withered hand got well. When love crossed the street, a blind man regained his sight. When love crossed the 

street, a crazy man in a graveyard in Gadara, when he was found later, was clothed and in his right mind. When love 

crosses the street something can happen in our world and I think the world is waiting for love to cross the street. 

That's what I believe. I believe love is saying I’m down right now will you cross the street to see about me.  

I'm finished now but I gotta tell you, that’s my Baptist close. I’m almost finished. I'm almost finished. These 6 

lines are important. My Aunt Maymay she was 4 foot 1. She was a cross between Mother Teresa and Al Capone. She 

ran a little grocery store in the neighborhood and people ate because that grocery store was there. And every time 

somebody crossed the street and came in to my Aunt Maymay’s grocery store, if they had money or not they ate, 

alright? They ate. And I want to tell you I learned something at her feet. I worked in that store from the time I was 6 

years old until I left town. I'm gonna tell you something, from my Aunty Maymay, she taught me the significance of 

these 6 lines right here. Juanita and I lived with her the last year of her life, she was passing. Cancer had taken over 

her. We would sit and talk with her every night. She was my symbol of Christianity, even though I didn’t have 

nothing to do with it. One night we were talking. She said, “Baby I’m planning my funeral right now and I don't 

want you to let any of those people who haven't told me already that they love me, I don't want you to let any of 

those people just say anything at my funeral.” She actually didn't use those exact words she used some expletives, 

alright? And some descriptive words that I can’t say right now because when in mixed company, if you know what I 

mean, alright?  “But don't let any of those people, alright, say anything about me at my funeral, because if they 

wanted to say something about me they would have said it already.” She said, “Baby, this is how I live. I live my 

eulogy every day, alright? I live my eulogy every day. I'm not waiting until I die to wait for somebody to stand up 

and say good something about me.” Eulogy, eulogia in Latin..Greek, It’s the word that means a blessing and if you 

want to bless the world around you, start living your eulogy right now. But what I watched my Aunty Maymay do, 

every day she woke up, she cared about every human interaction. These 6 lines, if you can imagine that when you 

are dead and you will die one day, the only thing that a person can say are 6 words about your life. What will those 

word 6 words be?  

 

God bless you. I love you. Cross the street. 
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August 1976 I was a teenager in Nairobi, Kenya. My mother and father left for Dublin, Ireland to attend the 13th 

World Methodist Conference. On their return my mother told us that she had learned something new. She had 

learned that a woman's title need not to reflect her marriage status. A woman need not be Miss if she was single or 

Mrs. if she was married. There was an alternative akin to men’s Mister. And my mother declared that from then on 

she would be called, Ms. We were shocked, after all a woman came with was two flavors, either married, or single. 

The married woman was a good woman and the single woman was a dangerous woman. And I had decided, thanks 

be to God, with my call into Ministry, I would always be Reverend neither Miss or Ms. My mother talked about the 

Ms. and my sisters and brother and I looked at each other in silence and we decided the World Methodist 

Conference gatherings were dangerous places. August 1981, I was in university, my mother and father left for 

Honolulu, USA to attend the 14th World Methodist Conference. On their return, my mother told us that she had 

learned something new. Oh oh! In his lecture she told us, Professor James Stone, had revealed that God is Black. We 

were shocked! Everybody, even the little school children knew that in the entire first century, Palestine Israeli Jesus 

was the only white skin blue eyed blonde Jewish man! We even had a picture of Scandinavian Jewish Jesus on the 

church wall. And my sisters and I looked at each other in silence and we decided that the Methodist, World 

Methodist Conference Gatherings were dangerous places we couldn't wait to go. Imagine our delight when we 

learned that the next World Methodist Conference would be held in Nairobi, Kenya and that the first African would 

be installed as the chair of that council. And it would be the first World Methodist Conference to be held outside of 

the western world. Dad was then installed chair of the council which was akin with being the Pope of Methodists. At 

that 15th World Methodist Conference I had two jobs. My first job was to make sure that I picked up all my father's 

papers at the end of each day. And my second job was being part of the Kenyan Hospitality Team. I was part of 

delivering all the giants into their hotels at the end of the day. Imagine, I rubbed shoulders with the giants of the 

Methodist, Wesleyan and Uniting traditions. imagine I rubbed shoulders with Eddie Foxx and Mary Nell. Imagine I 

rubbed shoulders with Maxie Dunham. Imagine I rubbed shoulders with Donald English and Bertha. Imagine I 

rubbed shoulders with Joe Hale and Mary. Imagine I rubbed shoulders with Bishop William R. Cannon. Imagine I 

rubbed shoulders with Bishop Leontine Kelly. Remember I rubbed shoulders with Bishop Ming and Edith Ming. I 

rubbed shoulders with Sir Alan Walker. Oh my goodness that was a dangerous World Methodist Conference. At that 

conference Bishop Tutu took the stage by storm and said apartheid must go! And at that conference Bishop Peter 

Storey added fire to the conference by saying that indeed apartheid must go. It was Black Lives Matter in South 

Africa! The following year Bishop Imathu led a delegation to meet with President P. W. Botha of South Africa to 

advocate the release of Nelson Mandela from prison and the end of the racist system. I tell you World Methodist 

Conference gatherings are dangerous places. 1991 the next one I was promoted to being a delegate. First time that the 

conference met in Asia, in Singapore. And my world was turned upside down. I was visibly moved when I sat there 

and heard Donald English from England. Visibly moved to tears as he expressed penitence for the racist and 

imperialist attitudes of white western people like himself. His tears shook me to my core. It was the first time I saw 

and heard a white person critique white privilege. And it was then that I understood clearly that privilege of any 

kind harms both the one who is a victim and the perpetrator. Both are prisoners, both the guard and the jailer. Oh I 

could go on to Rio... first time in South America. I could go on but I will hopscotch and skip to Houston. Here We 

Are One. United as one in Christ. It is because of Jesus' final prayer request for us who love and follow him. Jesus 

could have prayed for anything. He could have prayed for us to get richer. He could have prayed for us to live 

longer. But he prayed for us to be one as the witness that God sent Jesus. And the witness is not on how big our 

church buildings are, or how polished our sermons are. The witness is our being one. In a collection of essays edited 
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by Donald Messer, the writers there continue to challenge us that disunity among Christians is sin. As contrary to 

Christ’s will for his disciples. That disunity among Christians is scandalous. That disunity among Christians is a 

stumbling block for the world. And if you can't hear Jesus’ prayer then some of the writers tell us to listen to John 

Wesley sermon “The Catholic Spirit.” I'm a storyteller so this morning our Bible study is on a story. It is on the most 

familiar of Jesus' stories. This story is about one, and the one is the one who is the father in the story. And that one is 

the one who unites the family. The family is not united because they have the same hobbies or think alike. They are 

one because they share the same father. No matter what happens in the parable keep your eye on the one. We're 

going to hear these parables read in some of the languages of our gathering. And I’ll asked you if you recognize or 

know the language that is being read please stand. And then you will sit. So that if you hear a language and you 

understand that language or know what language that is you will stand where you are for the reading of the Gospel. 

And then you will hear it in German, you will hear it in Hindi, you will hear it in Spanish, you will hear it in 

Romanian, Swahili, English. And so hear the parable read to us in the languages all of our gathering of one, as we 

hear the gospel according to Luke in chapter 15.  

(Different languages are spoken) 

28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his 

father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you 

have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who 

has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’  

(Different languages are spoken) 

The word of God for the people of God. So Jesus told a parable about a family. The parable began with a very 

simple... A man had two sons, nothing extraordinary about that, nothing unusual, nothing particularly interesting. A 

very simple parable about a man, who had two sons. An ordinary family and to tell you the truth, nothing earth-

shattering happens: son behaves like sons often behave and the father behaves the way the book on good parenting 

says a father should behave. And yet scholars tell us that this very ordinary story is the best-known and best-loved of 

all Jesus’ parables. One scholar calls this parable, “Jesus’ Masterpiece.” The parable moves, even seasoned Greek, 

and stuffed-out exegesis of the Bible when writing about this parable. Scholars sway from their so-called scientific 

value-free objective approach and they become remarkably tender. One exegete says this Parable is the most 

exquisite and penetrating of all stories of divine mercy and love. And that great African ancestor of the church, Saint 

Augustine of Hippo, he confesses that he was moved to tears by the story of the younger son. St. Augustine writes in 

his confessions “this story is about me. I who had squandered the gifts of intelligence. And on being a word seller, I 

squandered God's gifts and on fruitless readings in a wholesome text which I fed on, but it was like feeding on husks 

of hogs. Instead of being nourished, I became weaker. It amazes me that such a familiar simple plain and basic story 

could have such a profound effect.  

Now our tradition has not done us any favor by giving the parable the popular title “The Parable of the Prodigal 

Son.” The parable did not originally come with a title. Let it be noted that I am not against titles. After all titles are 

often helpful. However, titles can sometimes become harmful and even dangerous especially for a good story. A title 

can put a good story in a cage and mislead us into thinking just because we have given it a title, we know everything 

there is to know about it. A title is dangerous because it leads us into seeing a complicated story as though it is a 

single narrative. Titles can make us lazy. And incompetent and complacent until we don't listen to the story 

anymore. After all, we know it from the title. But a good story will not be caged. A parable is a parable precisely 

because it will not be managed. Show me a managed parable and I'll show you a dead parable. My Australian friend 

Cameron Simmons writes great poetry. Cameron's poem is a great definition of a parable and I emailed him and I 

asked him if could I use that poem? He gave me permission. It goes like this.  

“This poem is untitled. This poem has no title. This poem wants no title. This poem rebels against any 

appropriate visible and or logical title that you may happen to think of. The first line of this poem is not to be 
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supplemented as a title. It is not even to be referred to as The Poem that is Untitled or Untitled. It is to have no name, 

heading, or abbreviated term or reference. And this poem holds the God-given right to remain untitled. If it is to be 

referred to, it is to be recited in its entirety and read with all sincerity. This poem is untitled. It is never to be titled 

and it shall not ever have a title. And this poem also reserves the right to be to peter out.” 

Jesus told a parable about a family a parable without a title but tradition has assigned the title the “Parable of the 

Prodigal Son” which has stuck although it is hardly accurate. You see, that title is problematic because it shifts 

attention from the family and privileges one member as though the whole parable is about that one member. But this 

is a Jesus' parable. This is not Hollywood or Nollywood or Bollywood production. This is not as if there has to be one 

star and everybody else is the supporting cast. Real families don't work that way. Families are much more complex 

than one story. And to reduce a family into a single story is a dangerous thing. The parable is about one. The parable 

is about holding all stories in tension. The parable is not about sweeping some stories under the carpet and 

pretending the stories are out of sight and out of mind. This is a parable about one family. And in the Jesus' parable 

the younger son decides to leave home. I beg you, leaving home is not a problem in the parable. The problem is how 

he left home.  

Staying home can sometimes be a problem. Staying home sometimes can be painful. Leaving home is not the 

problem, it is how he left home. People in the Bible leave home all the time. Sarah and Abraham left home in their 

retirement season. So leaving home is not a problem. It is how he left home. Leaving home in our world today 

immigration is among the top issues of our time. Immigration is about leaving home. Now we are not told why he 

left. You can speculate on why he left. Maya Angelou writes that the younger son was seeking the kind of company 

he could not get home so he left. And some of us might speculate on sibling rivalry playing a major role. And some 

of us, especially as we celebrate the assembly, and as we celebrate Clergywomen Global Gathering, this parable some 

might read it closely and say there are no mothers or grandmothers, sisters in this parable... the macho level would 

drive anybody out. Now, this story of leaving home, the younger son packed everything he owned. And he left in a 

way that tells us he was not planning to return. He would not even come back for his father's funeral. After all, he 

has spoken in a way that leads us to see he buried his father alive. He packed everything; his cell phone, his leather 

jacket, his sunglasses, his sleek hair gel, his comb, his lucky marble, a change of underwear. And what he could not 

take with him he perhaps gave it to the servants, unto the poor. 

He closed his bank account. He shredded the debit card. He had to talk with his old man and he said dad, it’s like 

this, I talked to the lawyers and being the younger of the two boys a quarter of the property would be legally mine 

when you die. Dad I can't hang around for you to die, so, can we pretend you're dead already? And believe it or not, 

the old man did not slap his young son. The old man divided his property between his two sons. Writing on this 

parable, Kenneth Bailey pays attention to the culture of this text and he writes, “the younger son requests his 

inheritance while his father is still alive and in good health. In traditional Middle Eastern culture this means father I 

am eager for you for you to die. This young son makes a request that is unthinkable particularly in Middle Eastern 

culture. If the father is a traditional middle-eastern father he would strike the boy across the face and drive him out 

of the house. The surprise of the story for Jesus' first hearers would be that the father does not refuse the outrageous 

insulting request. The father grants his younger son the freedom to own and to sell his portion of the estate.” He sold 

it. He sold it! He gave of his father's land to another family. This is horrendous! He is moving the family boundary. 

This is terrible! He is making the family's inside problems public knowledge. He is shaming the family before the 

entire community. Now, Jewish law of the first century we are told, provided the division of inheritance when the 

father was ready to make such a division but it did not grant the children the right to sell until after their father's 

death. Among this, we are told that in the writings of Jerusalem Talmud and in the Dead Sea Scrolls it is known that 

the Jewish communities of the time of Jesus had a method of punishing a boy who lost the family inheritance to 

gentiles. There was a ceremony called the qetsatsah ceremony. In this ceremony we are told that they would take a 

large earthenware jar like this one. And they would fill it with grain and burned nuts and if that boy dared to return 

they would take this and throw it on the ground and say, so and so is cut off from his family. And at that point the 

village would have nothing to do with this wayward lad. It was a total ban on any contact with this violator of the 
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village code of honor. I tell you society has to protect itself because first it is your son, and next thing it is my son 

next and so there is the qetsatsah ceremony. If you plan to break the rules, don't come back. This young son surprises 

me. He has no fear of the qetsatsah ceremony. It looks as though he plans to be gone for good. The old man divided 

his property. I can see him walking to the farm and drawing the line in the sand and saying, “These three acres are 

yours and these three acres are your older brother’s.” I can see them going to the cattle and the sheep and saying, 

“These 43 sheep and 8 goats are yours and those 129 sheep and goats are your brother’s.” And I can see him saying: 

“I'll keep this skinny calf for myself. I'll fatten it and your brother can kill it for his wedding or for when the 

neighbors come for my funeral”. The text tells us that it took the younger son only a few days. It is as if he couldn't 

wait to get out fast enough. As if he couldn't wait to get out of dodge. I think he might have been afraid of his older 

brother's judgmental eye. Maybe the older brother had no sense of fashion or maybe the other brother thought an 

unaccompanied woman in public must be a problem. And this older brother seems to be jealous of his carefree 

younger brother and exaggerates. But the younger brother says goodbye and he crosses off away from his father's 

jurisdiction. He enters gentile land where folks do things differently. They even have a pig farm and they have bacon 

and ham and pork chops on the menu. 

Food is cultural. Food is religious. Food can tell you a lot about someone. If you really want to get emotional and 

charged we can talk about food. Let me do a quick survey. I want you to stand up so that you show you are not 

ashamed. Stand up if you have ever eaten frogs’ legs. Oh, oh! You better sit down! Let's take it to the next level. On 

your feet, if you have ever eaten snails, escargot. Aw! oh! Sit! Sit. This could divide us. On your feet if you have eaten 

termites. Sit, sit, please! On your feet you have eaten the stinkiest fruit known to human, the durian. Oh, please! 

Food, food speaks the language of hospitality and food, you know we are so heated up about human sexuality, but 

food can, food, the first early church controversies were around food. In fact, the first World Methodist Conference 

held in Acts, ended up in a food fight. Food is powerful. Ask the oldest son and he will tell you that food is political. 

That his problem was about food, the table: who eats what, where, and when, and who eats with who. No wonder 

Jesus gave us food as a means of grace. The bread and the cup so that we don't get used to the pig pods of life. This 

story, this story of the younger son leaving home sometimes you do have to leave home and he does, we're not told 

why but we are concerned about how he left home. We're concerned about how he left home. And the text is 

deliberate. It says no one gave him anything. 

He falls on hard times and he comes up with a plan. And the plan fails. He comes up with a second plan that plan 

fails. And he comes up with a third plan on how he will go home and become a hired hand. But how will he 

convince his father to trust him once more? The text says he comes to his senses, he came to himself says another 

translation, he got smart, says another translation and he comes up with a prepared confession. And now before you 

hurry up and think that he is being repentant, I want to tell you: ‘eyes off him.’ It's not about him, it's about the 

father. It’s about the One.  If you were the first audience, Bailey tells us, Jesus' first audience of Pharisees who knew 

the scripture well, would have recognized this younger son's confession as a quotation from Pharaoh, when Pharaoh 

tries to manipulate Moses into lifting the plagues. After the ninth plague Pharaoh finally agrees to meet Moses and 

when Moses appears Pharaoh gives a very similar speech like the one the younger son gives. I don't trust this 

younger son. Just like I don't trust the older son. I don't trust his confession because it might be an attempt to soften 

his father's heart. He plans to give his father a solution to a problem. This could work if it was a servant before a 

master. But he forgets, he forgets it is his father's broken heart we are dealing with. He thinks he will save himself 

through the law, that no grace is necessary. He feels like he can manage to talk himself into his father's house. Again 

he forgets this is going to be a matter of grace. You see, the lost money is not the real problem. The real problem is 

his father's broken heart and the rejected love that his father has endured. His problem is he is hungry. He 

remembers the qetsatsah ceremony and braces himself to end in shame. He will give a humble speech he tells 

himself and he practices. “I will give a humble speech that will touch my father's heart.” On that painful road back, 

he is hungry but his father is also hungry for relationship. An old man sees  his younger son coming. I don't know 

how he recognized him, but the old man recognizes him. Because there is nothing that can stop him recognizing his 

son. And the younger son remembers the qetsatsah ceremony. That if the villagers see him they will run to that pot, 
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they will lift it up and say you are no longer welcome. And his father runs, the old man runs, runs! Is it affection yes, 

yes of course, but I tell you what, it is protection. If I can get to my son before the village. He runs to save his son 

from the villagers, from being cut off. And the father knows that this will cost him his honor. Aristotle, Barbara 

Brown Taylor quotes and says “Aristotle wrote great men never run in public.” But this father runs in public. He is 

like a woman. He's a mother instead of a father. He runs. He knows it will cost his honor, this will cost his greatness 

in other people's eyes. He's willing to pay the price. Imagine this God of Psalm 8. This God that we saw last night, 

this God running, running to greet his son. Listen, the best robe on him and you know the best robe is going to be the 

father’s robe. I'm an old time religion kind of person. When I say I'm saved, what I mean when I talk about the blood 

of Jesus, what I mean for you to understand is that I'm wearing my father's robe. That's what I mean to tell you when 

I tell you that I am washed in the blood of the Lamb I'm not telling you about myself being a good person. I'm not 

talking about that. You ask my husband and my son they would tell you I'm not good all the time. But I want you to 

know that when I say I am washed in the blood of the Lamb what I mean to say is I am wearing the father's robe. 

Now, I grew up not so much worrying about the misleading title, but I've always wonder who was the prodigal son. 

And my friends and I, theologians and I have that battled it out which one of these was the prodigal son. Let's take a 

vote. How many in the room think the younger son was obviously the prodigal son? Put your hand up. Don't be 

embarrassed. It's okay. It's okay. How many of you think, of course the older son has to be the prodigal son? How 

many of you think both sons were the prodigal sons? Anyway what is prodigal? I always thought prodigal meant 

lost. Because you know we have the lost coin, we have the lost sheep. When a coin is lost I can say always say I have 

prodigal money when I lost my money. I have prodigal keys. What is prodigal? It turns out that prodigal is not about 

being lost and found. I'm not talking about the Greek. I'm talking about Webster's Dictionary. Webster dictionary 

says that prodigal means extravagant, reckless, profuse, squandering and wasteful. A prodigal person is a 

spendthrift. A prodigal means abundant, bounty, lavish. Out of the word ‘prodigal,’ comes to word ‘prodigious.’ 

People who are not prodigal are miserly, stingy, mean, tight-fisted. It turns out that prodigal is a good thing! But 

here is the thing: when prodigal is inward, only being extravagant and reckless and wasteful, only on yourself, that 

is sinful. Like the younger son who is self-indulgent and selfish and prodigal only thinking of himself at the expense 

of the family. And prodigal like the older son who is only concerned about his party with the young goat. But there 

is somebody else here who is prodigal in the story, the father. The father is prodigal and the father is not prodigal 

towards himself he is prodigal towards his son, so generous so prodigious in mercy and grace. This prodigal father 

who is prodigious with his welcoming of his younger son, sparing nothing for his celebration. This father who is so 

prodigal with his older son that he leaves the table and doesn't enjoy the meal so he can go and plead with his older 

son. He doesn’t send a servant. He doesn't send a text message. He goes there himself to meet him face-to-face, 

eyeball to eyeball. I imagine to even touch him. “Son, everything belongs to you. You see everything belongs to you. 

If you wanted a young goat for the party, you did not need to ask for permission. You are not a slave. I'm not your 

Pharaoh. This is home.” Prodigal. Prodigal practiced on another. When the father drops everything, runs across the 

public square, that is prodigal. Prodigal is overwhelming forgiveness. When a rugged battered, lived-with- swine 

looking daughter is clasped in the loving arms of her mother who can only laugh and cry and say thank you, Jesus.  

Thank you, Jesus. God is like that. Excessive. Too much overflowing, like a mother who forgets the cultural codes 

and falls on the neck of her son a soldier who is returning alive from war and all she sees is my son, my boy, my 

baby. Embracing and kissing him. That is Prodigal. God is like that. Dishing out with helpings prevenient grace. 

Dishing out portion of justifying love. Doling out grace and squandering wasteful servings of sanctifying grace. God 

is like that. God is prodigal in God's grace. Jesus is painting for us a picture of God in the story. Jesus is painting for 

us a picture of the one. The one who says, a ring. A ring on that finger, on that finger that does not know what a 

manicure is. Jesus is painting us a picture of God's love. Sandals on those dusty feet. We're going to treat him like a 

son because he forgot he was a son, and we will treat him as a son until he remembers he is son again. And call the 

musicians and let them sing, sing, sing! And here is a toast. Raise your glass one and all!  A toast;  a prodigal toast. 

Here is to resurrection. He was dead and now he's alive again! My friend Vicki Matson puts it well when she said 

“when the love begets more love, and generosity gives birth to forgiveness, those kinds of feasts can only come from 

a God who's amazing open-hearted, extravagant beyond compression.” This story is about you. It’s not actually 
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about you and me. This story is about God. This story is about one, the One who doesn't judge us from our no deal 

deals. The One who spreads an extravagant meal and calls us God's children. This parable in the end is about the 

One. It's not about us, because we don't like each other very much. Because we don't even subscribe to the same 

tenants of faith. Because we don't have the same languages or culture. We are one because of God. We are not talking 

about us. All eyes on God. And when that happens and when we see this amazing prodigal one we call father, we 

call mother, we call parent! This God we can do no other than to sing about amazing grace! 

  



 

49 

 

ONE FAITH 
Thursday: One Faith – Plenary, September 1 

Rev. Dr. Ted A. Campbell 

 
Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-thursconfplen-campbell-

1.m4v 
 
I want to add my own word of welcome to Texas, my native state, to the area of Southeast Texas where I was raised, 
and to the great city of Houston. 
Methodists, in fact, played a prominent role in the early history of the city of 
Houston, so much so that a Catholic missionary priest, the Abbé Emmanuel Domenech, described Houston in 1837 
in these words: Houston is a wretched little town composed of about twenty shops, and a hundred huts, dispersed 
here and there, among trunks of felled trees. It is infested with Methodists and ants. 
There are a few more shops and homes now, but you may find that the last sentence about the ants and Methodists 
rings true, at least while the World Methodist Conference is meeting here. The Abbé Domenech probably did not 
consider Methodists as sharing “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5) with him, and the reverse would 
have been true of Texas Methodists in his age, who likely did not think of Catholics as sharing “one faith” with them. 
But many Methodists are left wondering today if we in fact share “one faith” even with each other. We aspire to 
unity as well as diversity, and we would like to believe that unity and diversity can coexist harmoniously. That’s the 
principle. But making it work today, developing a genuine sense of unity in the midst of our diversities, proves to be 
a much 
more difficult task: for a city like Houston, for my denomination, The United Methodist Church, and I’m sure for 

the World Methodist Conference and the World Methodist Council. The basic principle had been stated by the 
Lutheran theologian Rupertus Meldenius during the period of inter-Christian bloodshed in Europe in the 1600s, In 
necessary matters unity, in non- necessary matters liberty, in both charity. Many Christian leaders including Pope 
John XXIII have cited this common quotation.3. The fact that Methodists frequently want to attribute it to John 
Wesley shows, I think, a kindred trend toward defining a few “necessary” matters and leaving other matters 
undefined on which strict unity is not necessary.4 As many of you know, John Wesley’s sermon on a “Catholic 
Spirit” makes a similar distinction between “the main branches of Christian doctrine,” on the one hand, and 
“opinions” and “modes of worship,” on the other hand, on which unity was not necessary.5  But the principle of 
“unity in essentials, diversity in non-essentials” has proven difficult at specific moments in the histories of Wesleyan 
and Methodist communities, and the present time is one of those moments. Who gets to define what is necessary and 
what is only an “opinion” or a “mode of worship” on which disagreement can be allowed? For example, when early 
American Methodists added a restriction in the General Rules—a restriction that forbade “the buying or selling the 
bodies and souls of men, women, or children with an intention to enslave them”—was this restriction a necessary 
point of unity or a non-essential matter on which difference could be allowed?6 At another point in our history, was 
the teaching of entire sanctification as a “second definite act of grace,” 
consciously experienced and testified by a believer, a necessary point of unity or a non-essential matter on which 
difference could be allowed? Today Methodists in Britain and in the United States and elsewhere are asking whether 
a particular practice in regard to the ordination of homosexual persons and clergy ordination to perform blessings of 
marriages between persons of the same sex are necessary points of unity or non-essential matters on which 
difference can be allowed. It is an appropriate time, then, for the World Methodist Conference to consider our 
unity in “one Lord, one faith, [and] one baptism.” One of the challenges we face today is that we seem to be at the 
very verge of losing a huge range of ecumenical leadership and scholarship from the earlier decades of the twentieth 
century that explored and clarified many of the issues of unity in the faith. In recent decades scholarship has often 
“privileged diversity” to the point of overshadowing forms of unity discerned in earlier Faith and Order work. 
Historians today sometimes speak of mutually incomprehensible “Christianity’s,” and theologians today often take 
it as a fact or a dogmatic principle that there has never been any unity in the faith, as if ecumenical advances and 
discoveries had never happened at all.7 
It is also a time when the unity of my denomination, The United Methodist Church, is severely strained, probably to 
breaking point. Discerning unity in the faith will not be an easy matter today. What I can offer you as a historian and 
an elder [TR “elder” denoting the office of an elder or presbyter in the church: presbítero, prêtre?] are some insights 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-thursconfplen-campbell-1.m4v
http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-thursconfplen-campbell-1.m4v


 

50 

 

about unity in the faith, insights that come from listening to our ancestors in the faith, from listening to Wesleyan 
communities today, from listening to others: to other Christian communities and perhaps to some interesting 
persons who have only recently become Wesleyan Christians and who may be gifted with privileged insights into 
our unity in the faith. But I intend not only to offer you my insights. I also intend to issue a call to you for help in the 
situation of my church today. 
A. Listening to the Ancestors 
First, we listen to our ancestors in the faith to discern our unity in the faith. We listen to the ancient scriptures, the 
ancient creeds, and the liturgies that our ancestors in the faith consistently recited as the core of their faith. Listen to 
how John Wesley himself listened to his ancestors in the faith. He wrote: 
From a child I was taught to love and reverence the Scripture, the oracles of God; and, next to these, to esteem the 
primitive Fathers, the writers of the three first centuries. Next after the primitive church, I esteemed our own, the 
Church of England, as the most scriptural national Church in the world.8 Discerning our unity in the faith has to 
begin, as Christian leaders and reformers in past ages have consistently done, by returning ad fontes, “to the 
sources” of our common faith. Here is a treasure of ancient wisdom reported in the New Testament, but reported as 
coming from the time before the New Testament itself was written down: For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 
was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures... (I Corinthians 15:3-4, NRSV). 
Encapsulated in a formula indicating the transmission of an oral text, Paul appealed to what he knew, and what he 
believed the Corinthians would recognize, as the “gospel” or “good news” about Jesus Christ, the gospel that had 
been preached or proclaimed even before the New Testament itself was written down.9  If we’re going to listen to 
our ancestors in the faith, this is a good place to start. 
Martin Luther wrote in one of his famous Ninety-Five Theses that “The true treasure of the Church is the most holy 
gospel of the glory and grace of God.”10 The gospel message focuses on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
There is no more basic teaching or doctrine for historic Christian communities. The narrative of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ became the heart of the historic creeds, the consistent focus of Christian preaching and 
training in the faith, the center of annual Christian celebrations from Advent to Christmas to Epiphany to Lent to 
Easter.11 We baptize new Christians into the death and resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:3-4), and in the Lord’s 
Supper we “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (I Corinthians 11:26). The gospel is not merely a summary of 
the New Testament: the gospel existed before the New Testament, as the New Testament testifies: St Peter 
proclaimed the message about Jesus Christ on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-36); St Paul recited (“handed on”) to 
the 
Corinthians the gospel message he had “received” and which he presumed the Corinthians had already received (I 
Corinthians 15:1 and 3). The gospel message itself structured the canon of the New Testament as our ancestors in the 
faith rejected writings that did not proclaim the literal, human reality of Jesus Christ, and rejected writings that did 
not maintain that Christ’s work was “according to the [Jewish] scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:3-4).12 The gospel 
remains the key to interpreting the New Testament and the Christian faith. Our unity in “one faith” is grounded in 
the gospel. Now at some points John Wesley represented the basic Christian message in a slightly different way than 
this. He did not an in any way deny the basic message about Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, but in his 
Explanatory Notes upon the New Testament, commenting on Romans 12:6, Wesley wrote that the Bible should be 
interpreted according to “that grand scheme of doctrine which is delivered therein, touching original sin, 
justification by faith, and present, inward salvation.”13 That is to say, he could represent the most basic Christian 
message as having to do with what he called elsewhere “the way of salvation” that embraced some of the most 
distinctive Methodist teachings: universally available prevenient grace, the possibility of a personally experienced 
assurance of divine pardon, and the pursuit of entire sanctification.14 This is important because a particular phrase 
in Romans 12:6, the phrase “the proportion of faith” or “the analogy of faith” (τὴν ἀναλογίαν τῆς πίστεως), had 
become a coded phrase among theologians for whatever gives the general sense of the Bible as a whole. Many 
theologians favored the sense of the gospel as the objective message about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ as the central message that gives meaning to the whole of scripture.15 In this passage, Wesley pointed to the 
message about what Christ has accomplished for us,   including the elements of the “way of salvation,” as the key to 
the meaning of the Bible as a whole.16 These two senses of what is at the heart of Christian scripture are not 
exclusive. Most Christian communities want to see both the objective message about Christ’s work and the subjective 
message about Christ’s work for us at the center of our shared or common faith. But they do alert us to what 
Wesleyan communities are likely to see as the more distinctive contribution of their own tradition, namely, the 
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consideration of the work of Christ on our behalf as it is worked out in the experience of Christians. What is the heart 
of the Christian faith? Listen to our ancestors. The scriptures, the historic creeds, the historic liturgies all point to 
Christ. As Frederick Morley wrote for the World Council of Churches Evanston Assembly in 1954: Though creeds 
and tongues may differ, they speak, O Christ, of thee; and in thy loving spirit we shall one people be.17 We listen to 
our ancestors in the faith.  
 
B. Listening to Contemporary Wesleyan Communities 
We listen to our ancestors to discern our unity in the faith. But we should also pay attention to Wesleyan 
communities today. That may seem perfectly obvious to you as representatives of Wesleyan denominations, but it 
presents a very significant problem at least for us in the United States and perhaps for Methodist folks elsewhere. 
The problem is that denominations and denominational labels like “Methodist” and “Presbyterian” do not engender 
the warm, fuzzy feelings of loyalty that they once prompted. And it’s not just denominations. Membership in 
voluntary civic organizations 
like Rotary and Civitan and Ruritan and Lions Clubs is at an all-time low in the USA. Even the numbers of children 
participating in scouting and sports leagues have dropped in the last decades in the United States, where there seems 
to be a widespread suspicion of institutions including such voluntary service organizations as well as traditional 
religious institutions. My parents’ generation, shaped by the global economic depression of the 1930s and the Second 
World War in the 1940s, knew intuitively that they needed to work together in organizations for mutual betterment. 
I am afraid that my generation and subsequent generations of Americans do not feel the urgency of working together 
in voluntary groups, especially those at the national level or at international levels. When I say that we have to pay 
attention to “Wesleyan communities,” then, I really mean the World Methodist Conference and the Wesleyan and 
Methodist denominations 
that comprise it. But despite this very widespread mistrust of voluntary organizations including traditional churches, 
we still need to pay attention to what our denominations say today—and what the World Methodist Conference says 
today—to discern our unity in the faith. No one else but these communities speaks for them as communities. When 
we pay attention to how Wesleyan denominations themselves express the core of Christian faith that unites us, we 
find a difference between British and American 
patterns of affirmation reflected in churches organized by missions from these churches. The British Methodist 
Church states that it “rejoices in the inheritance of the apostolic faith and loyally accepts the fundamental principles 
of the historic creeds and of the Protestant Reformation,” and states further that the “evangelical doctrines to which 
the preachers of 
the Methodist Church are pledged are contained in Wesley’s Notes on the New Testament and the first four volumes 
of his sermons.”18 Churches that follow the British pattern, such as the Methodist Church Nigeria, the Methodist 
Church of Ireland, the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, and the Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa, have similar 
language. Churches of the American episcopal Methodist pattern, by contrast, have 25 specific Articles of Religion, 
24 of which were derived by John Wesley himself from the 39 Articles of the Church of England, and these churches 
have historically have not had explicit reference to Wesley’s Sermons and Notes. A reference to these standards was 
added in the 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church in 1988, but its constitutional status has been contested. We might say, 
then, that the British Methodist Church and churches patterned after it have been a bit vague about the inheritance of 
ancient and Reformation teachings, and considerably more specific about the “evangelical doctrines” contained in 
Wesley’s Sermons 
and Notes. American episcopal Methodist churches—African Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, and United Methodist—have been more specific about the ancient and 
Reformation doctrines expressed in the Articles of Religion and a bit vaguer about the evangelical teachings 
distinctive of the Wesleyan 
movement. Despite the vagaries on either side, there is little doubt about the intent of these historical doctrinal 
standards. In them, contemporary Wesleyan communities have listened to our ancestors in the faith by defining a 
small but rather consistent set of teachings inherited from the early Christian church, from the age of the Protestant 
Reformation, and 
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from the Wesleyan movement. I might state these teachings in a summary form as follows. I’m going to give you a 
separate document as a hand-out that states these teachings in some more detail and gives doctrinal sources, but I 
would summarize thirteen twelve teachings affirmed formally by Wesleyan and Methodist churches as follows. 
Doctrines from the Ancient Christian Church: 
Doctrine about the divine Trinity. 
Doctrine about the complete humanity and complete divinity of Jesus Christ united in one divine Person. 
Doctrines from the Protestant Reformation: 
Doctrine about the sufficiency and primary authority of sacred scripture. 
Doctrine about original righteousness and original sin. 
Doctrine about justification by faith alone and by grace alone. 
Doctrine about the church. 
Doctrine about sacraments. 
Doctrine about the practice of baptism. 
Doctrine about the practice of the Lord’s Supper. 
Doctrines from the Wesleyan Movement: 
Doctrine about religious experience. 
Doctrine about the universal availability of prevenient grace. 
Doctrine about affective faith and the assurance of pardon. 
Doctrine about entire sanctification. 
 
I need to make a couple of comments about this list. This list is based on the most formally affirmed teachings of 
contemporary Wesleyan communities. It doesn’t include something you might expect to find here like the 
widespread practice of “open communion,” because this teaching emerged organically from Methodist practices in 
the 1800s, and it is affirmed in our liturgies that do not make denominational or congregational requirements for 
communion, but to my knowledge it has not yet been formally incorporated into the doctrinal statements of 
Wesleyan churches. I think it should be, it’s part of the wisdom we have discerned in the last century or so. This list 
does not really account for teachings specific to particular denominations, like the affirmation of a quadrilateral of 
authorities (scripture, tradition, experience, and reason) in The United Methodist Church, though I’d have to note 
that the idea of the quadrilateral of authorities has gained some adherents beyond The United Methodist Church, 
and a version of it appears in the World Methodist Conference’s statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of Christian 
Faith.” This list reflects commonly affirmed doctrinal sources like the Articles of Religion affirmed by American 
episcopal Methodist churches and the Wesleyan Sermons 
and Notes affirmed by the British Methodist Church and churches that follow its pattern of doctrinal affirmation. But 
these teachings are very consistent with what I have found, in my broader research, to be teachings affirmed not only 
formally by Wesleyan churches, but also 
consistently affirmed in Methodist popular literature like denominational newspapers and magazines, in popular 
hymns and songs favored by Methodists, and in the personal testimonies of Methodist people.19 We listen to our 
ancestors, and we listen to contemporary Wesleyan communities, and we find strong resonances between them. We 
find contemporary Wesleyan communities transmitting the voices of our ancestors. 
 
C. Listening to Others 
We listen to our ancestors, and we listen to contemporary Wesleyan communities. We also need to listen to others. 
We need to listen to other Christian communities. For one thing, as the Ecumenical Movement has taught us 
repeatedly, we need to listen to other Christian communities to avoid repeating the misleading stuff about them that 
we have too often repeated in the past. There’s a long litany of ecumenical misunderstandings that are easily put to 
rest simply by being in the honest presence of other Christians. I mean ideas like these: that Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox Christians worship saints, that Catholics believe that we are saved by good works and not by grace and 
faith, or that Anglicans believe that if you don’t maintain an unbroken succession of bishops from the apostles, the 
ministries and sacraments of your church are invalid. It was illuminating, on this last point, to be in the presence of 
Rev. Paul Avis, the Chief Ecumenical Officer of the Church of England, and to hear him say to a group of Methodists 
in 2008 that neither the Church of England nor any other Anglican body has ever passed any judgment on the 
ministries and 
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sacraments of other churches, and in fact have always treated other churches as “sister churches.” The views that 
Methodists feared, and sometimes presumed were true of all Anglicans, turn out to be the views of a minority of 
Anglicans and do not in fact reflect the formally expressed teachings of Anglican churches. In many cases, what we 
have represented 
other churches as saying does not comport with what they themselves have historically claimed. But we need to 
listen to other churches not just to learn about them. We need to listen to them because they often have perspectives 
for us. In the time of John Wesley, for example, it was believed that the so-called Apostles’ Creed was a nearly 
universal Christian creed. We know now that it really was not universal, and the voice of Eastern Orthodox 
Christian churches in ecumenical gatherings since the early twentieth century have made us aware that the Apostles’ 
Creed has not been used in Eastern Christian churches, and only the Nicene Creed in the later received form that 
they call the “Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed” can claim to be the most universal of Christian creeds. And they 
mean, of course, the 
Nicene Creed without the filioque clause that had been inserted in the creed by medieval popes. John Wesley’s 
revision of the Book of Common Prayer, The Sunday Service of the Methodists in North America (1784), had omitted 
the Nicene Creed from the service for the Lord’s Supper and had omitted the Anglican Article of Religion affirming 
the “Three Creeds” (the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the so-called Athanasian Creed), and this left 
American Methodists without a liturgical affirmation of the Nicene Creed. Wesley probably thought it wasn’t that 
important. But in the wake of ecumenical insights, it is important now. We need to listen to other churches. 
Evangelical and Pentecostal churches have insights about us that are sometimes critical and sometimes appreciative, 
and we can learn 
from them. The recently deceased Argentinian Methodist theologian José Miguez Bonino became particularly 
fascinated with Holiness and Pentecostal churches in Central and South America, their historic connections to 
Methodist churches, and the ways in which they embody a Wesleyan form of ministry among the poor today. We 
have some things to 
learn. Ancient Christian churches have a wealth of wisdom on how church cultures can be transmitted across 
generations, across languages and cultures, and across remarkably long stretches of human history. We have some 
things to learn. And then we may have some things to learn from those who have only recently navigated their way 
between other churches and Wesleyan churches. It occurs to me that they might have really interesting insights for 
us. If you grow up as a Methodist, as I did, 
and you remain a Methodist, as I did, you really can develop a kind of Methodist myopia, a nearsightedness that can 
blind us to some of the wonderful things about the Wesleyan way of being Christian. As a Wesleyan scholar, I am 
aware of a very large number of scholars 
who grew up in other Christian traditions and have decided to become Methodists—in The United Methodist 
Church and in the African Methodist Episcopal Church and in other groups. Wouldn’t it be interesting to put them 
in a hotel meeting room, mix and stir, and see what comes out? I mean to ask them what they see, what attracted 
them, when many of us see a stale vision of political infighting, of seemingly hopeless conflict. I saw a Canadian 
video report a few years ago about a group of young Baptists in 
Colombia who somehow found a book of John Wesley’s writings, read this together, and decided to form a 
Methodist church all on their own. Wouldn’t it be interesting to ask them what they see in the Wesleyan way of 
being Christian? Wouldn’t it be interesting to ask them what gift of insight they bring to us? 
Conclusion: A Call for Help 
 
We listen to our ancestors, we listen to contemporary Wesleyan communities, and we listen to others. And through 
our listening, we ought to be able to discern our unity in the faith: “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5). 
We can discern, I believe, a core of historic teaching that have characterized Wesleyan communities from the time of 
the Wesleyan movement to now. I wish that could solve our problems now, but problems remain. It really does have 
to do with this matter of what is, in the words of Rupertus Meldenius, “essential” and “non-essential” for our unity, 
what John Wesley described as “the main branches of Christian 
doctrine” on which we need to be “fixed as the sun in the heavens,” and those “opinions” and “modes of worship” 
on which disagreement can be allowed. Another historic way of framing this is to ask what is strictly status 
confessions, that is, what teachings and practices are utterly necessary for our unity in a Christian community, and 
those teachings and practices that do not have this status. These problems are not hypothetical. They take the form of 
real human beings. A So let me tell you about a real human being, born in Louisiana, raised as a Methodist, very well 
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educated, who became a successful attorney in Texas, participated actively in every Methodist church where he 
lived, eagerly participated in spiritual retreats, studied the 
scriptures, and prayed with a regularity that shames me and most of my fellow clergy. He felt a call to ministry, he 
came to our School of Theology, and he was our star student. Until he left. I didn’t know he was homosexual. He 
never said anything about it and wouldn’t have. He was not an outspoken advocate on the matter; his priorities were 
consistently spiritual and ministerial. He is as theologically orthodox and as spiritually committed as any Christian I 
know. He is not willing to hide his sexuality as Methodist leaders have done in the past. He’s a very honest man and 
I think willing to be publicly accountable. I suppose he could be ordained in the British Methodist Church, and 
perhaps in the European Central Conferences of The United Methodist Church. But not here, and he realized finally 
that we don’t have a place for him in the church he loves, The United Methodist Church in the United States. We 
don’t. That’s where we are as a church, and that is as humanly specific as I can be in describing the problem. 
Whether you like it or not, this matter of sexuality is now status confessions. It is not a matter of “opinion” on which 
we are willing to allow debate, and when I say “we,” I mean about a two-thirds consistent majority of people who 
represent us in United Methodist general conferences. So this matter now has the functional status of an “essential” 
or “necessary” teaching alongside the teachings of the ancient church and the Reformation 
and the Wesleyan movement as something that unites and divides us. It is not enough to affirm together the 
teachings we have consistently held up in the past as our fundamental or essential beliefs. 
I remember a story from 1986 about an international conference on nuclear power at which a group of very worried 
Soviet nuclear scientists interrupted the proceedings with what they called a “hypothetical” disaster scenario on 
which they sought the conference’s advice. That of course was the Chernobyl disaster. And they needed help. Well 
here we are. If I am here to tell you what I can about historic doctrine that has been the core of our unity in the faith, I 
am also here to ask if the World Methodist 
Conference and the World Methodist Council can help us my church. And as I have suggested, this is not a 
hypothetical scenario. The question at this point, I believe, is not whether we divide or not. That, I think, is a given 
now. Optimists think that the division will simply be into two church bodies and the very optimistic ones think that 
their group will be the larger 
and dominant group and the other group will be a small minority. But I’m not sure it’s going to be two groups. Why 
should it be? If we’re going to divide, why not find the group with which you really want to identify yourself? And I 
hope it’s not two, because I can’t envision a scenario of two in which I myself would have a place, at least, where I 
would have a comfortable place. The question now seems not to be whether we divide; when an Annual Conference 
declares that it will not follow the law of the church, I think that’s a division. It may not be on the level of Chernobyl, 
but it’s a heartbreaking scenario for those who love our church and remain deeply committed to its unity within the 
body of Christ. “Come over to Macedonia,” or at least to Houston, “and help us” (Acts 16:9). Can the 
World Methodist Conference and the World Methodist Council help us? The I hate to put it like this, but the question 
now might be whether we can divide well, or as well as possible. Are there ways for Methodist churches bodies to 
divide that will minimize the distractions to mission that so often accompany divisions? That will allow more easily 
for future unities? That will perhaps create new unities even at the points of division? Can we divide in ways that 
keep us somehow responsible to our Wesleyan and ecumenical partners? Our past, at least in the United States, is 
not entirely reassuring on this matter of whether we could divide well. The World Methodist Conference would 
likely prefer to say, “Don’t divide.” You may 
say so. But my sense—and it is my very fallible sense—is that the divisions are already happening here. And so, 
although no one in my church has authorized me to ask you, I ask for your prayers, for your counsel, and for your 
help. But for my part I also pray, sisters and brothers, that you enjoy this Conference, this city (despite the ants—and 
the Methodists!)., and this time of renewal. “Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had 
peace and was built up” (Acts 9:31). 
May almighty God make it so in our time, even if for a lovely, fleeting moment. 
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     WHAT DOES YOUR LOVE LOOK LIKE? 
Friday: One People – Morning Worship, September 2 

Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/WMC16-FriAM-McKenzie.mp4 

Let the church say amen and let the church say amen again. It is a privilege and honor to be extended an 

invitation to share at the World Methodist Council and I thank the president and the officers, those of you who were 

responsible for this to happen. To all of the delegates and members who have gathered from all the four corners of 

the world, we trust that the Lord has already blessed you and will continue to bless you through our deliberations. 

We praise God for Supervisor Stan McKenzie my partner in life and ministry who was with us today. Supervisor 

Davis as well. To the Bishops of the Church, our president of the council. Bishop White, Bishop Young, our senior 

Bishop. To all of the pastors and presiding elders and people of the 10th Episcopal District. Hey y’all. We praise God 

for your presence today as well as your prayer and support.  

Let us pray. Do it. Amen.  

Our text this morning comes from the Gospel of Mark second chapter verses 1 to 11 is the context of our 

sharing. Now I can read all 11 verses or you can look at it on the screen and seeing that I only have 30 minutes 

somebody say amen. I will simply lift two parts from verses 1 to 11. Verse 5 “And when Jesus saw their faith, he said 

to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” and then down to the end “this amazed everyone and they praised 

God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” so when Jesus saw, this amazed everyone and our theme and 

thought of meditation this morning is what does your love look like.  

In the heat of the night in Charleston, S.C. 9 people were killed in the sacred sanctuary of Emanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church. They were not selling single cigarettes on the corner. They were not playing music too 

loud in a parking lot, they were not playing with a toy gun in a park but they were in church. A church with a long 

history entwined with the city and state and national struggle with racial equality from enslavement through the 

civil war, Jim Crow, separate but equal, and the civil rights movement. The victims were gathered in church praying 

and studying the Bible and they welcomed the young stranger into their midst and Dyllan sat among the church 

members for an hour before he began to vent against African Americans and he took out a 45-caliber glock handgun 

and massacred 9 people including the pastor The Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who was also a State Senator. The 

husband and father was slain along with the ministerial staff and church members. And the gunman left 6 women 

and 3 men ranging in age from 26 to 87 dead or dying on the floor. As shots were fired, Pinckney’s wife and 

daughter hid under his desk in a nearby office and another woman and child played dead on the floor and then the 

gunman took his gun and pointed one more time in the direction of a woman and then said “I will leave you alive to 

tell the story.” And there were so many bullet holes in the lower sanctuary that it will never be the same again. The 

tragedy broke our hearts but it did not break our spirit. Myra Thompson had received her license to preach that 

night just before she died in a hail of bullets. And when the accused murderer was arraigned, her husband, the Rev. 

Anthony Thompson, told Dylann Roof, “we forgive you.”  

A 20th century prophet said “unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final say,” that’s what love 

looks like. So the question on the table now is, what does your love look like. South Carolina Governor Nikki R. 

Haley said that parents now have to explain to their kids how they can go to church and be safe. President Barack 

Obama said not to just ask who did the killing but also question the system and the way of life and the philosophy 

which produces such murderers. We cannot make sense of what has happened said the Rev. George Feldon Jr. 

pastor of New Hope AME Church, but we can come together. What does your love look like?  

Four-year-old Sydney Meyer Skunniver cut off her long hair to provide wigs for children who are sick. What 

does your love look like? A young girl, 4-year-old Javia Jones was saved from drowning when Michael Patterson 

jumped into a Georgia Creek to save her. He didn’t have to, but he did. Javia was saved but Michael suffered a 

serious spinal injury and is paralyzed now from the shoulder down. What does your love look like? On an extreme 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/WMC16-FriAM-McKenzie.mp4


 

57 

 

cold winter day, New York police detector brought a pair of thermal socks and a pair of boots for a homeless man. 

What does your love look like? An 82-year-old barber by the name of Anthony Symeries goes to a Hartford, 

Connecticut park every Wednesday with his barber chair and clippers and he gives haircuts to the homeless and 

only charges a hug. What does your love look like? While Jason Loose was visiting in China he sat down next to a 

homeless woman and shared his french fries. What does your love look like? In 1793 the city of Philadelphia suffered 

the worst yellow fever epidemic known in North America. Nearly 5,000 people perished including 500 African 

Americans. And Richard Allen was asked by Benjamin Ross, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence to 

lead the effort to recruit Black volunteers to help the sick at the risk of their own lives. And they cared for those who 

were ill. They cooked, they cleaned and carried out the dead. What does your love look like? 

 In the Bible Abigail gave David sustenance after Nabal refused. David gave Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth a seat 

at the table in spite of the demise of Saul. Barnabas interceded for Saul, now Paul so he could fellowship with the 

disciples in Jerusalem. Barnabas interceded for John Mark to go on a second Missionary journey as a helper after he 

messed up on the first one. What does your love look like? The Samaritan now called good, helped the man 

victimized by the side of the road with resources out of his own budget. Four men interrupted their personal agenda 

to get a paraplegic to Jesus in our text. This same Jesus who healed the paralytic instructs us to love God, neighbor a 

self, love your enemy and pray for those who are unkind because the love of God will change your mind about 

people and change your mind about God. What does your love look like?  

When asked, when did we see you hungry or thirsty, or in prison, Jesus responded, as you have done it to the 

least of these you have also done it to me. A New Testament epistle said that the best way to show that we have 

God’s love in our heart is to share with what we have with those who are in need. What does your love look like? 

Jesus’ love looks like this. For Jesus demonstrated His love for us while we were yet sinners. While we were yet the 

enemies of God, while God was not on our mind. While we were the ones who didn’t deserve a rescue mission and 

still don’t. Jesus died on the cross for our sins, God’s love poured out in our direction reminiscent of a consistent 

invitation issued through the vicissitudes of time.  

What is that invitation? Come, eat, even though your sins are scarlet I will wash them whiter than snow. Come 

all who are thirsty, come and drink, those of you who have no money, come buy and drink. Come to all of you who 

are tired and heavy laden and I will give you rest. Come and see the works of God, come and those who come to me 

I will not cast out. Come. I came not to call the righteous but I came to call sinners to repentance. This is neither 

theory, myth, nor legend. God demonstrated this love through his son Jesus on the cross for humankind because 

God’s love will change your mind about people and change your mind about God.  

Who would give up his or her life for someone who does not deserve it? Yet Jesus did and yet there is no 

human parallel for what Jesus did for us, from the cross to the grave and back up again. For greater love has no one 

than this to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. That’s what Jesus’ love looks like so what does your love look like? 

The resurrection is God’s opening the front door of the kingdom and waving His hand, come on in come on in. And 

who can come? Whoever wishes! That means is not up to you. You do not determine who comes. But whoever wants 

to come, the Bible says, whosoever will, and this is your praise God moment because you are a part of the whosoever 

will. You don’t have to pledge to get in. You don’t have to have special language. You don’t have to have insider 

knowledge, there is no required income level. There is no particular social or political status to get in. There is no 

education level to get in. There is no achievement level or attaining personal perfection, it is the whosoever will. 

Anybody can come. Turn to your neighbor on the right and on the left and say, “that means you!” It means you, you 

ain’t got nothing to do with it. Paul writes, whosoever calls the name of Jesus can come and be saved for there is no 

other name under heaven by which you can be saved.  

Come. And when we come, we’re not just coming for tangible objects. We’re not coming to get a new car, a new 

house, a new job, a better paycheck. We’re not coming for stuff. But we come to experience the peace and joy that 

comes from God’s presence, a rich transformative emotion into the salvific Holy Spirit, experience that is cleansing, 

forgiving, renewing and saving.  
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Can I exegete the text now? In our text, we find a community coming, shall we say, to the historic annual 

conference in Capernaum. That was apparently the headquarters for the preaching ministry of Jesus. It was a 

community wrestling with this young Nazarene upstart who was preaching a rhema word, the revealed knowledge 

of God offering a vision of the kingdom. And whenever there is a revelation of truth there are those who will view 

the truth with suspicion. It may be called false and some may even be denied as truth and then it becomes untruth 

until proof. And we all know it is easy to say something when you don’t have to prove the something that you said. 

Or preach what you don’t have to demonstrate.  All that this community knew was that he was Joseph and Mary’s 

firstborn. Ain’t he the carpenter’s son? They thought they knew him all too well. Jesus was barely 30 years old at the 

time and some in the crowd remembered him as a boy, they knew his parents, they watched him grow up. 

And then he went down to that baptizing prophet down the river and he comes back exercising authority over 

demons, diseases and death. They thought they knew him. Much in the same way, people thought they knew you. 

They thought they knew you. When you were converted, they thought they knew you. When you first started 

preaching and pastoring and teaching, weren’t they over, didn’t they, uh-huh, and then they thought they knew you. 

Until God changed your mind about people and God with love. When God calls you to step outside familiar 

territory and elevates you, there will be a whole crowd of people who won’t believe the truth in you until there is 

proof.  

In Mark Chapter 2 we are now entering what biblical scholars refer to as the introduction of the conflict 

narratives, reports of conflict between Jesus and Jewish authorities. Now there is always conflict when there are 

drastic differences of opinion, y’all can say amen now. Here is the first conflict. In one corner there are those who 

thought they knew who Jesus was and in the other corner is who Jesus really is representing a new reality emerging 

being played out in front of them. The love of God through Jesus Christ transforms the understanding of God’s 

power and people’s relationship with God. Those who are defined by culture and society as outside of God’s love 

and grace. In other words, they weren’t church material. All of a sudden they were included and that represented a 

new reality. You missed your praise God moment.  

When God begins to shift normal, and regular and ordinary and business as usual into a new reality there will 

always be conflict between what was and what is going on. Conflicts between what people think they know and 

what really is. Conflict between the natural and the supernatural and the invisible and the visible.  Conflicts between 

the move of God and the slow pace of congregational life. Excuse me. Mark tells us that Jesus’ popularity was on the 

rise and great crowds followed Him wherever He went. The social media of ancient times had gotten the word out 

about a spiritual tweet up with Jesus in town. And the crowd showed up. The sanctuary was full and there was no 

room in the house where Jesus was preaching not even around the doors and the windows which is a very good 

problem to have. A group of concerned citizens of the community however, started a new initiative outside of the 

walls of the house. They began a selfless mission as opposed to a selfish one which really is a hard thing to do. They 

focused on one, whom they believed could be more than he was at that moment and Mark writes that these four men 

began to work together as one. They were able to look beyond the obvious problem and pain of the man 

incapacitated on a bed of affliction and work together as one. Together they picked them up they revived at the 

house where Jesus was preaching. The people were engaged in worship oblivious to what was happening on the 

outside. Sometimes we can be so busy doing church, that we forget that there are people outside. People on the 

street. People outside of the doors of the church or people that are simply left out and everybody showed up to hear 

the preaching everybody enjoyed the position that they had in the house. I got my seat you better go ahead and get 

yours. I got in. You’re gonna have to deal with getting in for yourself. But someone was left on the outside and here 

we find an extraordinary effort on the part of four people acting as one. Trying hard to get into the church where 

Jesus was preaching and they saw themselves as a catalyst for change and acted to bring positive change to the 

paralytic. They had to believe that whatever the brother was going through, whatever his condition, whatever 

happened, whatever is happening that Jesus could do something about it. That the man was more than the sum total 

of his pain, his problem or his condition. Praise God for people who can see you beyond your pain, your problem 

and your condition. Praise God for people who look beyond our condition to see our potential and believe in a better 
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day and a better life for us. Praise God for people who can see beyond who you are right now, to see who you can be 

in Jesus Christ. To look beyond where you are right now to where you can be in Jesus Christ. To look beyond what 

you are now to where you can be.  Praise God for people who can see the potential in us, identify our hidden 

strengths, see the gifts lying dormant and encourage us to stir up the gift within us, who can see skills waiting to 

behold, see the good in us although we’re covered in the muck and the mire of mistakes and poor decisions. See our 

best and not be afraid of the best in us. Who will see the best in us and will not try to destroy the best of us or control 

the best in us or clone or deny the best in us. See us and not be swayed by our mistakes. See the best in us that we 

haven’t even seen in ourselves.  

It wasn’t easy to see something in this man. Someone who had been incapacitated, unable to function as a 

decision making, productive member of the community. Someone who was perhaps a drain on the budget and 

certainly did not deserve another rescue effort. His life was oriented around his condition, his fate was obvious, his 

future was expected. He was who he was and there was no more hope for him. He was paralyzed, he was stuck he 

was frozen, he was stuck in a disabling condition he couldn’t do what was necessary to care for himself or anyone 

else. This was not the first person who was traumatized by a pre-existing condition nor will he be the last. There just 

may be someone here today. You don’t have to look around, who says, I understand the place of this man. I can 

identify with a consistent condition that refuses to change. This is what their love looked like. The four man took 

action.  

Love after all is an action verb, is not a being verb but one that moves, works and demonstrates itself in real 

tangible ways. Isn’t that a visible representation of 1 Corinthians 13 that love cares more, doesn’t struck, doesn’t force 

itself, it’s not puffed up, doesn’t fly off at the handle doesn’t keep score of other’s sin, it is a love that doesn’t put up 

with everything, always looking for the best in others without looking back and does not fail. Just like salvation 

doesn’t exempt you from test, trials and tribulations, demonstrating the love of God doesn’t mean it will be easy.  

The people got in the way. The building got in the way. The load they were carrying was a barrier. But guess 

what, God will not move the barriers in front of us but will give us the power and the strength to conquer the 

barriers. The four men got him to Jesus, you know the story. They had to do it in an extraordinary manner and an 

extraordinary effort and after conflict with those in the crowd who needed proof of the truth of God’s power through 

Jesus Christ the Lord gave the man instruction to take up his bed and go. He did. He carried out the bed that he came 

in on. But first Jesus forgave him of his sins, he made an accurate diagnosis of his condition.  

Last year a man went to a Dallas emergency room with flu like symptoms and he told a nurse that he had 

recently returned from Liberia. And he was sent home with antibiotics. Two days later his condition worsened and 

the same man who was sent home was readmitted and after proper testing he was diagnosed with the ebola virus. 

And he was placed in isolation in critical condition fighting for his life and he later died. The right diagnosis initially 

could have saved his life. The right diagnosis can mean the difference between life and death. And Jesus speaks a 

right now word, the revealed word of God, a rhema word properly diagnosing the man’s condition. Verse 5, when 

he sees, Jesus sees the faith of the four men, he forgives the man of his sin. Son, your sins are forgiven. Wait now, he 

was immobilized, why not just heal his body? That’s going home with antibiotics. And when his spiritual condition 

worsens he will be back. Your sins are forgiven is the appropriate remedy for body, mind, and soul. Not just a 

difference between life and death but a difference between eternal life and eternal death. It is a truth that produces 

proof that produces fruit, it was proof of the truth. And Jesus says, now take up your stuff and go on, and this 

amazed everybody and they praised God saying, we have never seen anything like this.  

I don’t know what you’re praying for in this moment but I am praying for a church where people will say we 

have never seen anything like this before. I’m praying for faith communities of saving faith that produces results we 

have never seen before. Oh, for a church we have never seen before, a place where God moves and by the power of 

God, healing and deliverance and salvation. And others will say, we ain’t never seen anything like this before. Oh, 

for a church, we have never seen where the power of the Holy Spirit moves from back to front and from side to side. 
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And we’re not worried about our paycheck or a bathroom break or a time or what we gotta do next week or next 

year because we are in the presence of the Lord. Oh, for a church we’ve never seen before.  

Sit down. I’m almost done. The man became the living testimony of the power of God. Walking out under his 

own physical power. He was a recipient of God’s grace. Who him? Yes! And the people in the crowd were changed 

by what happened to somebody else. Wait, wait, wait, wait! The people in the crowd were changed by what 

happened to someone else. It didn’t happen to them. It happened to the man and because it happened to the man, 

ha, it changed their mind about people and changed their mind about God. Don’t you love it? Don’t you love it? 

Don’t you love it? The people in the crowd were changed, the result as Caroline Field Steward writes, it was an 

elevation of people’s self-esteem through God’s redemptive possibilities and an increase in those who will become 

active witnesses and agents of transformation back in their own communities. Ain’t that what we want to happen 

here? That someone will be changed and transformed by the power of God and we who are gathered in this crowd 

will now go home and become change agents and witnesses of the transformative power of God? No, y’all not there 

yet. Give me two more minutes.  

What does your love look like? Is this not the work of the church? Yes. You may be carried in but you’ll walk 

out in the power of God. This is the work of the church. The light of God shining through you. The same light that 

parted the red sea. The same light that slayed the lion, the bear, and the giant. The same light that shined on Elijah as 

he faced the 400 prophets of Baal. The same light that soak Job’s soul until he came forth as pure gold. The same light 

that shone in the darkness of the belly of the whale. The same guiding light that shines in you. This little light of 

mine, I’m gonna let it shine. What does your love look like? Let it be a love that serves God inside out. It’s a love that 

serves God just as much outside of here as it does inside of here. This was not a programmatic thrust of the ministry. 

But it was for people who acted as one that was doing the ministry outside of the church. It wasn’t a dictator of the 

steward board, it wasn’t a project of the trustees, it wasn’t a page out of the discipline it wasn’t an item of the pastor 

parish committee. There was no church conference to affirm it, there was no official board to give a resolution. There 

was no quarterly conference, just four people who acted as one! Who acted as one. Who saw the problem and they 

worked on it. They were not working on each other, they were not dredging up the past or what happened 

yesterday, they were just doing good. That’s what their love looked like. And our love ought to be seen and heard 

not just on Sunday morning in the church, but our love ought to be seen down at the board of education, and in City 

Hall, and in the prison system, and in the governor’s mansion, and in the White House, and in civic and business 

and community arenas. Jesus was seen and heard not just in the temple but he was seen and heard in the plain, the 

shore, the boat, in big cities, mountain tops, and small towns. And just like Jesus, we’ve gotta get out of the house. 

We’ve got to be seen and heard demonstrating the love of God. In real and tangible ways. It is a love that builds 

community among neighbors and strangers creating space that allows for a divine connection, love making room for 

those who are seeking a relationship with God in a manner that helps them make sense of their reality.  

Let it be a love that is unafraid to try new approaches to ministry. I knew it was gonna be quiet at this moment, I 

knew! Take a deep breath, come on breath with me.  Let it be a love that is unafraid to try new approaches to 

ministry. They tried the door, they tried the window, eventually, they went to the roof. They had to break the thatch 

of the roof to get to Jesus. They had no roof removal degrees. There is no evidence that they had roof removal books 

in their library or tapes. There is no evidence in the text they went to a roof removal conference or attended any TED 

Talks on roof removal. The text doesn’t indicate that roof removal was an ordinary occurrence. It was unheard of. So 

roof removal was not in the book of rules and regulations, but they were willing to try something new to get the man 

to Jesus. And so must we! We are beyond the season of business as usual when usual ain’t working no more. So why 

do we insist on doing what is usual when usual is not working any more. The church is no longer on the radar screen 

of those who were born in the 1990s and many churches are overwhelmed with trying to stay in touch and keep up 

with shifting cultures. We ought to be beyond the season of blaming others. We ought to be beyond the season of 

waiting for a sudden reversal so we can all go back to 1947. Maybe, just maybe it’s time to do more than just to open 

the doors of the church, maybe it’s time to raise the roof and get out of the house. Maybe, just maybe it’s time to 

break up the thatch and hollow ground to ritual and tradition. Maybe, just maybe it’s time to reach beyond our 
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comfort zones of worship, that means worshipping the way we want it and instead of worship the way God’s wants 

it.  Maybe, just maybe, we oughta widen our circle of concern to include those who are not part of our status quo, 

who do not look like us, live where we live, shop where we shop, wear what we wear, drive what we wear.  If God 

can include everybody, what gives you the right to sit in judgement and exclude anybody. Maybe, just maybe we 

need to serve beyond one particular place, one worship, one time, in one way but rethinking how we share the 

gospel in spaces and ways that are safe.  

What does your love look like? I’ve been asking this question ain’t none y’all answered it yet. Let it be a love 

that never gives up. It’s a love that will never let us give up trying to get people to Jesus, no matter how hard it is. 

These four men stretched their capabilities. They pushed beyond human and natural barriers, people building in a 

structure that kept other people out. They kept trying and didn’t give up. Our love of God ought to compel us to do 

the same. We love with the love of God. And when it gets rough, we abide in the love of God. And when the 

pathway is not easy or accessible, we abide in the love of God. Because the love of God does not guarantee that there 

will not be difficult times in our lives, but it does promise to abide with us and in us. God’s love abides helping us 

through those times. The love of God does not eliminate the need for painful decisions but it does help when we 

have to make them. The love of God does not exempt us from hard conversations, but it does promise to abide with 

us in the midst of those conversations. The love of God does not take away our racing hearts when walls impede our 

progress or windows close to new opportunities, but promises to abide giving us whatever it is we need to let those 

words be spoken and action taken. The love of God abides and let it abide with supernatural love of God. We must 

never give up: by this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. Jesus initiates a 

permanent relationship between his disciples and love. Love is your membership card. Love is your password. Love is 

the passcode. Love is the id badge. Love is a new command with traditions, one mind, heart, soul and strength, that we 

love God with everything we got. To love our neighbor. It’s the Bible in a nutshell. Love God and love others. But if we 

will love out of God’s love and not our own, our churches would look a whole lot different, and our communities would 

look a whole lot different. The love of Christ gives us the ability to meet needs. This love makes us generous and ready to 

share. Because this love changes our mind about people and about God.  This love is our public witness. Can people 

tell by the way you live that you love God?  Can people tell by the way you treat your wife, that you love God?  Can 

people tell by how you treat your husband, that you love God? Oh this is a hard crowd, I’ll work on you a little while 

longer. Can we tell by the way you raise your children, that you love God? Can we tell by the way you handle your 

finances, that you love God? Can we tell by the way you handle your career and the call of God that you love God? 

Can we tell by the way you treat your neighbor in the meeting that you love God? Can we tell by how you talk about 

other people that you love God? Can we tell how you treat your pastor, your district superintendent, your presiding 

elder, your bishop, that you love God? Come on, say yes. Say yes! Say yes! Let the love of God shine through you, in 

your email, on your faces because the love of God will make you do strange and wonderful things. Because we love 

God, we will pray for and respect men, women and children regardless of race, creed, color, economic, social 

condition. Because we love God, we will stop domestic violence, incest and abuse in our own home, in our own 

churches, in our own countries. Because we love God, we will get tested for HIV and be ethical in our conduct once 

we find out the test. Because we love God, we will advocate for the poor and the oppressed wherever the poor and 

the oppressed are. Because we love God, we will stop the abuse of drugs, alcohol and tobacco. Come on now. 

Because we love God, we will oppose human trafficking and protect vulnerable women and children. Because we 

love God, we will support sustainable economic development, we will be civil with those who do not share our 

theological or Christological beliefs!  

Because we love God, we’ll act like it every single day of our lives. Don’t sit down. Now at this moment we 

could sing, I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore. Very deeply staying within sinking to rise no more. 

But the master of the sea heard my despairing cry. From the waters He lifted me, now safe am I. Love lifted me. Love 

lifted me. When nothing else could help love lifted me. Now, we could sing that song but I’d rather sing this one 

here. People all over the world, everybody, join hands, start a love train. Love train. People all over the world, 

everybody, join hands, start a love train. Love train. (Singing).  
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The Challenge of Being One in the Conflicting Loyalties 

Friday: One People – Bible Study, September 2 

Bishop João Carlos Lopes 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-fribiblestudy-lopes-v2-

1.m4v 

Good morning WMC. I bring you greetings from the beautiful country of Brazil. Beautiful country, large 

country, huge problems. I don’t know how many of you know, but our president has just been impeached 3 days 

ago. Big problems. But I bring you greetings from the Methodist Church of Brazil, an alive church, a growing church. 

Our president is right there, Bishop Adonias. The next president is there Bishop Luiz. Our secretary is here Bishop 

Marisa and Paulo Lockman who is the president of World Methodist Council is also a bishop in Brazil.  

So I bring you greetings from our Methodist Church and I also want to bring you greetings from the Wesleyan 

connection of Brazil. A connection that congregates denominations such as Methodist, Wesleyan Methodist, Free 

Methodist, Nazarene, Holiness and the Salvation Army. The connection is alive and well in cities such as Brasília, 

São Paulo, Belo Horizonte, Rio, Curitiba, Maringá, Florianópolis. It’s a great space for fellowship and reflection on 

what it means to make disciples for Jesus Christ in this present age from a Wesleyan perspective.  

My theme this morning is “The Challenge of Being One in the Conflicting Loyalties.” And our scripture comes 

from Matthew 10:1-4 and Ephesians 4:1-6. I’m reading from Matthew right now: “And he called unto him his twelve 

disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and all manner of 

sickness.  Now, the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 

James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.” Now from 

Ephesians 4: 1-6, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called,  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 

every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 

were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.”  

Brothers and sisters, the reality is that throughout our lives, our family, our co-workers, our school friends, the 

political parties, sports companions, team supporters are like tribes to which we belong. We like our tribes, don’t we? 

They give us a sense of belonging. According to Abraham Maslow in his hierarchy of needs, belonging is one of the 

most important needs of every human being. Belonging gives us the sense of identity. So our tribes give us the sense 

of identity. When we introduce ourselves we think of the tribes to which we belong. For example, I belong to the 

Lopez family. I am a Lopez. I am proud of my family. I grew up in a very, very poor family. My father, Joao Lopez 

who passed away two months ago, was completely illiterate. He could neither read, nor write. One day I told him, 

dad, you should learn how to read. We will help you. You know that’s very embarrassing, that you can’t read or 

right. So he answered me, it would be embarrassing if you didn’t know how to read or write. Without reading or 

writing I raised 9 kids and if you don’t learn how to read and write very well, you won’t be able to raise even your 

two kids. I said, say no more. I understood. I love being a Lopez.  

Actually, I love being a Brazilian. Though our country has so many problems, I love being a Brazilian and 

having a Brazilian accent. I love being Methodist. I grew up in the Methodist Sunday School. We were poor, as I told 

you, but we had good self-esteem. The church, the body of Christ, provided us a space to develop the gifts God has 

given to us and to use those gifts in ministry. So, I love being a Methodist. A few years ago, my father, that illiterate 

man, asked my sister to write a devotional for the Portuguese edition of The Upper Room. It was Sunday School 

Day, we celebrated Sunday School Day, I’m not sure if that happens everywhere. And he said, and my sister wrote 

“the Sunday School has been like the second mother to my children.” I love being a Methodist, this is one of my most 

cherished tribes. I like this tribe. I love being your brother. I may not speak French, I may not speak Korean, I may 

not speak Japanese, or Swahili. My eyes may not be very much like yours and the color of my skin may not be like 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-fribiblestudy-lopes-v2-1.m4v
http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-fribiblestudy-lopes-v2-1.m4v
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yours, but you better love me. We are brothers and sisters and one day, we will all be together forever. According to 

John’s vision in Revelation 7, people from every nation, all tribes and peoples and languages will be together before 

the throne and the Lamb. We’ll be there. I will be there. You will be there. We better start relating very well here and 

really love each other. 

Let me tell you about Jesus and this thing of Tribe, cause tribes give us a sense of belonging. Being a Lopez, 

being a Methodist, being a Brazilian, ...give us a sense of belonging. But the tribe that give us a sense of belonging 

sometimes it requires loyalty from us. Our tribes expose our differences. In Brazil for example, as soccer is 

concerned, I’m a Palmeiras fan. Palmeiras, you see, is the best soccer team of Brazil. Actually, I think it’s the best 

soccer team of the world. But Bishop Lockmann is a Flamengo fan. Not a clever choice. As you see, our tribes 

sometimes expose our differences and the possibility of conflict. We have many possibilities of conflicts because of 

our tribes. Jesus, however decides to call people from different tribes both to be with him and to witness to the 

kingdom of God. To witness God’s ultimate purpose. So the difference between the disciples of Jesus in the past and 

in the present is no accident. Jesus called different people and he did it on purpose.  

Look around, we are very different. Actually in Brazil, my look is very common and my name is very common. 

There are so many Joao Carlos Lopez, son of Joao Lopez. And there are many people who look like me in Brazil. So 

people say, I think I have seen you somewhere. But I’ve learned better now since that I understood that I should look 

like Jesus, when people say ‘It seems like I’ve seen you before’ I say, you might have seen my older brother. If you 

don’t, I may tell you about him. We have the same initials, J.C.  As far as the Western tradition, we have been born 

on the same day, the 25th of December. Do you wanna know about him?  

Jesus chose different people on purpose but we’ll talk about that later. According to the Apostle Paul in his 

letter to the Ephesians - and I chose Ephesians because according to the scholars, this is the only circular letter in 

Paul’s writings, intended for several churches. Not really addressing one particular church. It emphasizes the subject 

of unity in Christ, in all settings, including the church and the family. According to Paul in Ephesians, God’s ultimate 

purpose is to unite the whole of creation under the headship of Jesus Christ. What’s the role of the church? What’s 

your role and my role? The church, the body of Christ is called to be a witness to God’s ultimate purpose. So he calls 

very different people to be a witness of his desire and purpose to unite all the creation under the headship of Jesus 

Christ. That’s your purpose in life. That’s the job of the Church.  

According to Ephesians 4:3, the church does it by making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. That’s how we do it. We are called to maintain the unity and the bond of peace. We do not create 

unity. Have you noticed that sometimes when the church is dividing, the leaders, the Bishops, bring a pastor to 

create unity. Impossible. Folks, we can put 2,000 people here from different countries and sing together and pray 

together and have nothing to do with unity. We don’t create unless the Holy Spirit moves around us, there is no 

unity. We may dance together with each other here and go to that mall over there and not even look at each other’s 

face. You may say that’s cultural. Well, Jesus goes beyond culture. Jesus changes culture. I’m called to be a witness 

and I can’t be a witness if I don’t talk even to my brother and my sister. You better talk to me later. You better greet 

me outside there. We do not create unity. We do not have that power. We are to maintain, to preserve unity, not to 

create it.  

So let us talk about the unity of the church, the body of Christ. According to Ephesians, first, the unity of the 

church is derived from the unity of God himself from the unity of the trinity according to Ephesians 4:4-6. Paul says 

this is the reality to which we have been incorporated as Christians, as followers of Jesus. There is one body and one 

Spirit just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 

all who is above all and through all and in all. Have you noticed that this long list of ones centers around the three 

persons of the Trinity? So our unity derives from the fact that our one father creates the one family. The one Lord 

Jesus is the focus of the one faith, the one hope, the one baptism. And the one spirit creates the one body. So when 

you think like that, when you understand it, suddenly you realize that when someone does anything that damages 
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the unity of the church they are actually attacking the very unity of the trinity . So our unity derives from the unity 

of the trinity.  

Second, maintaining the unity of the church depends on our character. Paul begins his exhortation by listing 5 

characteristics of the Christian that helps maintain the unity. He talks about humility, gentleness, patience, mutual 

forbearance and love. Not surprisingly, Paul begins with humility. That’s an attitude that recognizes the worth and 

the value of other people. I’m not the center of the universe, other people have value and have worth. Humility is 

essential for unity. I spoke for half a minute at the pre-council. When I sat down and asked permission to quote his 

name and say what he told me. Bishop Reddick from the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church said I would like to 

go to your country to see, I’d like to visit you in your country, to visit your church. And this man, a Bishop of the 

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church comes to me and I said, wonderful, you come. I will have a meeting with my 

pastors and you may come and teach us. He said no, I want to come to listen. I want to come to learn from you. And 

I said I like this guy already. I like him because he doesn’t want to teach us. He wants to learn from us. He recognizes 

our value. We like people who recognizes our value. Maybe the people who are around you like when you recognize 

their value. Paul says, that’s humility. Humility is an important thing to preserve, to maintain. Humility. We are 

teaching our missions to go as learners. You’re not bringing God to people, God is already there at work. So you go 

as learner and you help each other and you grow in Jesus Christ. Approach other people as learner.  

After I became a bishop, it’s been a long time, 10 years almost. God came to me and said, every time you 

approach a person, be expectant of what they are gonna teach you. Even children. Because I have revealed myself to 

people, children, youth, young adult, older people in different ways. And when you come with expectancy, you will 

learn from people. God as learner. Humility.  

Second, gentleness. That’s a trick word. It is too easily understood as weakness. Gentleness, actually is a word 

that is translated as meekness. A word used for work animals. For harsh workers, for oxen. The idea is strength 

under control. That’s gentleness, strength under control. So it is the characteristic of a strong personality who does 

not let their strength control them, nor use it to control people. Rather, it is a strength used to serve. The strongest 

words coming from the mouth of a follower of Jesus should be how may I serve you. It’s hard for leaders especially 

those people who are elected to a position. Bishops like me. It’s hard.  

But notice that humility and gentleness form a natural pairing. They are the words Jesus used to describe 

himself. I’m gentle and humble of heart. Paul goes on to patience, is a longsuffering attitude towards aggravating 

people. You don’t have any aggravating people in your congregation, right? People that sometimes you wanna kill 

and God says, be patient. If God was not patient, I would be in trouble and I guess you too. Mutual forbearance is 

part of mutual tolerance. Any group of human being that have been living in peace with any length of time. 

And the final characteristic in this list is love. We have been talking about this every day. More of an 

overcharging quality that takes all the other four and actually enables them to be expressed. It’s the controlling force 

for everything else we do.  

So here are 5 characteristics that will make or break our unity: humility, gentleness, patience, mutual 

forbearance, and love. Oh God have mercy upon the Wesleyan family, we need God’s mercy. Third, the unity of the 

church is enriched by the diversity of gifts and talents. Ephesians 4:7-11. If we look at the great diversity of people 

and gifts and personality types in any given church we may ask ourselves, how could that ever work? How could we 

have unity? But Paul is saying that we are different for a reason. Each of us were given grace according to the 

measure of Christ’s gift. That is the difference, it is the difference often the result of the difference Christ wants us to 

work. The different ways we run the race set before us. This is an important issue I need to understand. The way 

God chose me to run the race before me is different from the way God chose for other people. So I don’t have to envy 

anybody. I have a specific way to run the race.  

Have you noticed Christians trying to make sin holy? “Oh, I have a holy envy.” I don’t have to envy you, you 

don’t have to envy me, we don’t have to envy each other. And when we don’t envy, we are able to bless. Because 
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when you envy you are unable to bless. Because we know we run the race in different ways and paces, we are free to 

bless those who are running the race with us though they are different. The church is like a puzzle where no two 

pieces are the same. Each one a different piece has a place. And if one piece is missing the entire picture is hurt. The 

picture is incomplete.  

Fourth, the unity of the church requires our growth and maturity. Notice the reason why the gifts are given. 

They are given so the body of Christ can be built up. If we are to preserve unity we are to strive for maturity to be 

grown ups. Sometimes I think that we hear too much that people are hurt in the church and we abuse those ideas. 

Oh, you’re hurting me. Oh, I didn’t like what you did to me. We need to be more mature. Jesus could come to Peter 

and say I’m hurt. Bad, bad, bad, bad. I didn’t like what you did to me. We have too much of this situation in the 

church. Me, me, me, me. I’m hurt, I’m hurt, I’m hurt, I’m hurt. Or maybe that’s only in Brazil. The problem is that we 

talk too much as a safe place. I don’t see that in the Gospel. My family didn’t enjoy the church because it was a safe 

place for us. We enjoyed the church, we loved the church because it was a place where we could develop the gifts 

that God had given to us and we could grow up into maturity. My father, that illiterate man, he always said, don’t 

criticize the body of Christ. You change yourself. You have to change. Don’t keep on criticizing everything. Grow up, 

become mature. The unity of the church requires some growth into maturity.  

Church maturity equates with attaining the full measure of the stature of Christ. That is the same type of unity 

that Christ experiences with the Father. Remember the prayer of Jesus in John 17? “I do not ask for these only, but 

also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and 

I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” This is what it means to 

reach the measure (capacity?) of full measure of stature of Christ.  

Back to the conflicting loyalties. As we said before, Jesus decides to call people from different tribes to witness 

of God’s ultimate purpose. And to me, the best example of different people being called by Jesus is Simon the Zealot 

and Levi, the tax collector. Oh my goodness, could you think of a more different duo? Levi, the tax collector and 

Simon the Zealot. Levi was a tax collector. The tax collectors were Jews who worked for the Roman empire. They 

increased the tax to get money for themselves. They oppressed their fellow Jews in order to get richer. Simon was a 

Zealot. The Zealots were a religious group of people extremely zealous of the Jewish institution. They wanted to 

defend the Jewish properties that would be unjustly confiscated by the Roman soldiers. They risked their own lives 

to liberate the Jews from Roman oppression. Levi was a tax collector. Simon hated tax. Levi worked for the Roman 

empire. Simon radically opposed the Roman empire. Levi betrayed his country through his work. Simon defended 

the interests of his country. To put a zealot and a tax collector in the same room, you might as well just start a war. 

That’s my son’s line. But Jesus called the two of them to be part of his project. Think of that guy that you don’t like 

very much in your church. You don’t have anyone, right? Jesus called him. You have no right to send him away, or 

her. You didn’t call him, Jesus called him. Jesus called the two of them to witness for the kingdom as he calls each 

one of us with all of our differences. The differences are exposed now.  

What do we do? We are different. Do we deny our identity or do we treat our differences with indifference? No. 

We exceed, we go beyond our identity. This is the kingdom of God. To go beyond our identity is only possible when 

we find common grounds. Somethings we have in common that makes it worthwhile to go beyond our identity. 

Sacrificing our preferences. In the case of Levi and Simon, Jesus in his message of the kingdom was the common 

ground. Without Jesus, these two guys would have been the worst enemies. Jesus is the common ground. Yes, we 

look for common ground.  

In the Methodist family we have the tendency to look for common grounds in our history, our roots, our 

tradition. We think of John Wesley, Charles Wesley, Susanna, the warm heart experience, the societies, the classes, 

the bands. We look at our roots. Just like in different families we may think and we may act differently but they are 

one because they have the same roots. Like the branches of a tree, they may grow in different directions but they 

continue to be united because of their common roots. But brothers and sisters, the idea of being one because of their 

common roots looks towards the past. It points towards the past. It’s a good place to start but it’s not enough. Unity 
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according to Jesus’ priestly prayer looks towards the future. Jesus prays that all of them may be one so that the world 

may believe. It looks towards the future. So, if we have a common history, common roots, we also need a common 

mission. Our roots point towards the past, but our mission points towards the future. Yes, being one in our 

Methodist family does have to do with our common roots. In the blessed grace, freewill, holiness tradition of John 

Wesley. But even more so, it has to do with our common mission which is to make disciples of all nations. Making 

disciples by witnessing God’s ultimate purpose of uniting everything under the headship of Jesus Christ and inviting 

people to be part of that wonderful project.  

Let me give you a testimony. I oversee the 6th Region of the Brazilian Methodist Church. In the past, when a 

ministry candidate from our conference came out of seminary they used to write a letter to the bishop asking for a 

church to pastor. They wanted a job as a pastor. After a few years, I made a decision. I began to get together with the 

candidates and I began to tell them, and I do this every year now. I don’t have a church for you. All the established 

churches have pastors. So I don’t have a church for you. But I do have a challenge for you. And they liked it, they 

said, we’d like a challenge, give us a challenge. And I said there are many places, towns and villages where there’s 

no presence of the Methodist Church and where many people have not heard the good news of reconciliation with 

God through Jesus Christ. So let us do that, you go share the good news with the people. Plant a church. When you 

give us a new church, we will give you the title. They are doing this and the church is growing. People are coming to 

Jesus, we are making disciples. Go make disciples. Go to the pubs, go to the soccer field, talk to people about Jesus. 

Go to the families, tell them about Jesus. When you are making disciples, you can be called a pastor. God establish 

the embassy of God’s kingdom, then you will be recognized as a minister. Today we have dozens of missionaries, 

just like that, not only in Brazil but in many other countries such as northern Ghana, Panama, Kenya, Portugal, 

England, and others. Go make disciples. What unites us is that mission to make disciples of every nation. We count, 

as Methodists, the entire world as our parish. There’s much to do out there. The mission is so important that 

everything else becomes secondary in our lives.  

Brothers and sisters, the tower of Babel is a great example of over emphasizing unity exclusively on the basis of 

our common roots. Their only goal was to preserve their roots. Their tradition, their name. Let us make a name for 

ourselves. In fact they were building a huge museum. They were trying to build an institution just to preserve their 

past. To preserve their history. No mission. Everything appears to be so organized but at the end is confusion. As a 

counterpart for Babel, we have Pentecost. That is a good example of emphasizing unity in both the common roots 

and the common mission. Everything appears to be so messy at Pentecost. It is so messy that it even seems like the 

disciples are drunk. But the end is unity. Listen to the words of people: How is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 

native language? In our own language we hear about God’s deeds of power. That’s unity. When Peter preached that 

evangelistic sermon, that missionary sermon, he goes back to the root, to the history. He goes all the way back to the 

prophet Joel and King David. Clearly, Peter had one eye on the mission and another eye on the roots, on the history. 

Later, in that same book of Acts, when the Gospel reached Antioch and some Jews are trying to get the Gentiles to 

seem like the Jews, behave like the Jews, Paul and Barnabas come to Jerusalem to discuss the question giving birth to 

the very first church council. The very first church conference. Sometimes we go to look good, we criticize our 

organizations. But we know we need councils. We know we need organizations. We know we need structures. We 

just don’t gather here without any structure and organization, we like when things are organized.  

So, Peter has one eye on the mission and another eye on the tradition. Now the council of Jerusalem had one eye 

on the roots but they also had an eye on the mission. That’s why they decided what was negotiable and non 

negotiable. We need the courage to decide in the right spaces, what’s negotiable and what’s not negotiable. Deciding 

what’s negotiable and what’s not negotiable has always been important for the life and the mission of the church. It 

takes courage, it takes sacrifice, and it takes discernment from the Holy Spirit. But the body of Christ has to decide 

what’s negotiable and what’s not.  

Praise the Lord for our history. Praise the Lord for our doctrine. Praise the Lord for the privilege to be part of 

the people called to make disciples of all nations. Praise the Lord for our differences. For the witness for the 
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multiform grace of God. Praise the Lord for discernment coming from the Holy Spirit helping us to understand 

what’s negotiable and what’s not in our day and age. To God be the glory and to the Wesleyan family. To us, may he 

give courage, a spirit of sacrifice and discernment to live as Methodists and Wesleyan in this age. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, Amen.  

Shall we stand up and pray for each other? The person who is beside you is very important, isn’t it? He or she 

has been called by God. He or she did not choose God, God chose this person to be a disciple and to make a disciple. 

Witnessing to God’s desire and purpose to have everything under the headship of Jesus. If you feel free, put your 

hand over the person’s shoulder and pray for him or for her that he or she will have strength, courage, to live a life 

faithful of the calling of Jesus, to be a witness of the unity. Thank you Lord for different people. From different 

nations, languages. People who you have been calling to be your disciples and to make disciples. Thank you for the 

unity of the Trinity. Help us to be courageous enough to preserve unity in the bond of peace and may your blessing 

continue to be upon us and may the awareness of the calling we have never leave us in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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ONE PEOPLE 

Friday: Plenary, September 2 

Rev. Dr. Harold Good 

 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-

friconfplen-good-v2-1.m4v 

INTRODUCTION 

When I was invited to address this session of the conference on the theme of “ONE PEOPLE” my mind 
went back to many, many years ago. Fifty-two years ago, my wife and I had just been married and I had a 
desire to go and explore a wider world. To broaden my experience, to learn some new things that might be 
helpful when I returned to my ministry in Ireland. And indeed, that did prove to be the case. The mid-60’s, 
preparing me in a way that I did not know, for what I was to return to in Ireland. 

Anyhow, we went out on the good ship S.S. America. And being a young married couple, we had just 
scraped together enough to pay our fare. Thankfully, my father-in-law paid for my wife’s fare.  

Anyhow, we booked our passage second class, used to call it “steerage.” We couldn’t afford to fly, 
because that was an expensive way of traveling. So we had 5 or 6 lovely days at sea instead. They gave us a 
very basic cabin below the water line to which air was supplied through a tube, a bit like the one you have 
on your tumble dryer! I remember going to it and breathing. It really was the back end of nowhere on the 
ship.   

So when we heard that on Sunday morning there was to be Divine Worship in the First Class Lounge, 
we saw this as our opportunity to see how the other half lived. And we queued up and the little man at the 
gate, threw open the gates and said, “The gates of heaven are open!”  The service was conducted by an 
Episcopalian from New York and it was a very nice service.  And we sang as our last hymn, which I thought 
was a rather strange choice for the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, “Onward Christian Soldiers.”  

 

And we sang loudly and lustily. 

“We are not divided, all one body we: 
  One in hope and doctrine, one in charity…” 
 
Then the preacher, paused and he said, “I have been asked to remind second class passengers that 

following the benediction they must return to their end of the ship.”  

Well, so much for “All ONE body we ...”  

Not even a time of fellowship with a cup of Methodist tea and cookies. 

I’ve thought about that sometimes, and I think it’s a bit of a caricature, of what passes as ecumenism, a 
token gesture that doesn’t really take us anywhere. And we return at the end to our quarters, may we think 
of ourselves at first class or second class. More often thinking of the other as lesser than ourselves. 

Those of us who have travelled here from other countries will have changed our money to US dollars.  
In case you have not noticed, on the coins is a Latin inscription, “E Pluribus Unum.” Which being translated 
means, “Out of many, ONE.”   While it has been on American coins for over 200 years, it owes its origin to 
St. Augustine in the 4th Century.  I don’t think he gets any royalties from it! What a good title, what a good 
headline for this conference! “Out of Many, ONE.”    

We have come together from North, South, East and West; women and men, younger and older of 
every 'make, shape and color'.  Look around you.  We representative 80 million members of over 80 
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Wesleyan organizations in 130 countries from around the globe. We have come together to celebrate our 
“ONENESS”. 

First and foremost, our 'ONENESS' in Christ, which together with our shared identity within the 
Wesleyan tradition defines who we are; an identity which we cherish and which we come together to 
celebrate. 

 

Could Mr. Wesley have ever envisaged such a party, when he boasted that the world was his parish”? 
The world was a very small place in his day, compared to what it is now. 

So let's celebrate, let's 'party' - strictly within the spirit of the Methodist Book of Discipline, of course! 

But what does it actually mean to be “ONE PEOPLE”?  Where does our ONENESS begin and where 
does it end?  Does it refer only to our relationships within the Wesleyan family?  Or does it extend to our 
relationships with our brothers and sisters of other traditions?  And, is our understanding of ONENESS 
large enough to include people of other faiths - or indeed none? 

Don't expect all the answers in the remainder of my 45 minutes! But hopefully we will begin a 
conversation which we can continue as we walk and talk and eat together and in our extended conversation 
tomorrow afternoon. 

Let’s ask ourselves, what are the theological and biblical principles of oneness? 

Our oneness can be expressed in many ways.  I came across a word which I was unfamiliar with, 
”peoplehood.” This is a word familiar to our Jewish friends for whom it defines their common identity as 
well their responsibility to others, within and outside their own community. 

Then there is the other wonderful word, “Ubuntu.” Our South African friends, we have learned this 
word from and through you. What a special word! Loosely translated it means, “I am not complete without 
you. You are not complete without me.  Neither of us is complete without the other.”  I think that is a 
wonderful definition of oneness. 

But as people of faith we turn to our ancient scriptures.  In whatever way we choose to read the story of 
creation in the early chapters of Genesis, we may read them in different ways, but there is one clear central 
message that is common to all of us, however we choose to read those chapters.  It is that there is one God. 
This one God created us to be one people.  That together, we might share His good earth, at one with Him. 
At one with one another and one with creation. 

But sadly, over time, God's glorious vision of “oneness” for his human family got horribly lost. And 
throughout the pages of scripture we read horrifying stories, horrifying stories of bloody battles over race 
and religion, with generations of religious and political leaders invoking the name of God to legitimize their 
causes. Poor God.    

In our cynicism we ask, “What has changed?” 

For we too live in a world beset by wars and rumors of wars inspired by religious fervor. A world in 
which we talk of building yet more walls instead of bridges. We have in Belfast, something called a Peace 
Wall.  To me, peace and walls are contradictions in terms.  And in what is a not-so-United Kingdom, we 
voted to isolate ourselves from our nearest neighbors. Why? So that we might protect our imaginary 
“oneness” by keeping others out. 

In his most excellent book “Exclusion and Embrace”, which I enthusiastically commend, the Croatian 
Christian theologian Miroslav Volf attributes this loss of “oneness” in our world to what he names as “the 
sin of exclusion”.   

Many of us here have come from places of historic conflict in different parts of the world. We will all 
have our own tragic stories to tell. And we may have an opportunity to tell those stories.  I watched the 
banners in procession on the opening night of our event and I watched with some deep compassion, the 
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banner from Rwanda. We will have stories to tell.  And we will know what Miroslav means when he talks of 
the sin of exclusion. For that is where every conflict begins. 

I’ve had opportunity, privilege not only in Ireland but in places like the Basque Country and more 
recently with the peasant farmers of Colombia. And when you talk to people about their conflicts and about 
what brought them into whatever it is they are doing, it is that feeling of having been excluded. 

But within the story of God's struggle with his people and their struggles with him, we hear the 
persistent voices of the prophets; prophets such as Isaiah who sustained the vision of a world in which 
ONENESS would one day be restored. Isaiah, the classic prophet of hope.  He speaks in hugely exaggerated 
but symbolic language of a new day when: 

 

“The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them.”                

He didn’t know what that meant. But we do. 

For us, Isaiah was speaking of the time when One would come to live amongst us, to bring us into a 
new relationship with God and with one another.  St. Paul explains it in a sentence:  

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” 

He became one of us, so that we might become one with him and be at one with each other. 

Here is the God 'embracing' his world.  The God who longs to bring his world together in 'oneness'.  So 
that in the saving work of Christ, we often refer to as atonement, we really should refer to as at-one-ment.  
That is what atonement has made possible.  At-one-ment. 

Some of us will remember this picture, particularly those of us from the west, may remember this 
picture in our Sunday School room, under which we would sing of the unifying Jesus who loves ALL the 
children of the world:  

“… red and yellow, black and white,  
all are precious in his sight.”  
        
Remember it? It is indeed a happy and innocent image which we have cherished for ourselves and our 

children, but for Jesus the reality was very different.  He came into a deeply divided and hostile world that 
did not want to hear about oneness. A world that did not want to hear what he had to say and about what he 
came to bring. Listen to him as he confronts the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees who so openly 
preached and practiced the sin of exclusion.  

And listen to his simple but profound stories of “inclusion” and “embrace” and “oneness”: The 
shepherd bringing home the last sheep without which his flock would not be complete without that one; a 
wayward son, 'embraced' by the Dad who longed for the restoration of oneness within his family. 

Look at Jesus at a party, ridiculed because he was so much “at one” with people who were considered 
'unworthy.' See him sitting at the well, in conversation with a woman who was not of his faith or culture.  
And hear him pray in Gethsemane, praying for oneness. He knew how unpredictable were his followers to 
whom he was to entrust his mission. And so he prayed with great passion, 

“Father, I pray that they may be ONE, just as you and I are ONE.”     

But he knew that was not going to be easy for them.  

Sadly, how right he was, because as we begin to read the story of the early church, the euphoria of 
Pentecost soon evaporates. And there they are, at it. At each other.  The debate over doctrine and discipline.  
Who was worthy and who was not.  Who was in and who was out. Does that sound familiar? 
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But at the heart of these divisions was what Miroslav Volf so rightly identifies as the “sin of exclusion”; 
the 'morally superior' Jewish Christians and their exclusion of Gentile Christians.  Racism and sectarianism 
rolled into one! The church driven by cultural values instead of the values of the Kingdom of God. 

So what were they to do? Well, they called a committee!  Someone suggested a 'residential.' They didn’t 
go to Houston, they went to Jerusalem.  Read all about it in Acts Chapter 15.  How they struggled with this 
issue. How they were going to overcome these barriers of race and tradition and culture so that they could 
be one. We can imagine the struggles they had, because we’ve been in similar struggles where ever we came 
from, haven’t we? Maybe over something else.  Maybe over the color of a carpet. We don’t know.  

They decided to write a letter. A letter to the Gentile believers and they said, “you are now one of us! 
We are now one.” And if we read the chapter, the section says that when the people read this letter, they 
were filled with joy! Oneness. 

It was no coincidence that a key figure in that meeting was Peter.  Remember how he came to 
understand how wrong he had been?  Take time to read that story in Acts Chapter 11.  His dream of a large 
sheet full of every kind of animal and bird – which God commanded he must eat!  For Peter, this was his 
worst nightmare!  When he protested, he heard God say, “call not anything – nor anybody – that God has 
made 'unclean'.”  Don’t call anything God has made unworthy. And that was a turning point for Peter. I 
think we could do well to take that passage and preach on it more often.  

Peter’s prejudices were very obvious.  But some of ours less visible.  

The Apostle Paul agonized over these splits in the fellowship of the early church.  To the ever 
squabbling churches he wrote . . .  

“Come on ... there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles, between slaves and free, men (and 
women!) - for you are all ONE in union with Christ Jesus.” 

There it is again, that word “ONE”! I don’t know who had the inspiration to take one word and use it 
for this event. But what a word it is!  Where ever we read in the scriptures the story of God’s engagement 
with his people, this word keeps re-occurring. One.                                                                                                                                             

But across the centuries the history of the church is riddled with stories of schism and division: the 11th 
Century fall-out between the Eastern Church and the Western Church; the Protestant Reformation of the 
16th Century and, to complicate things further, along comes Mr. Wesley in the middle of the 18th Century! 

As those of you who are steeped in the history of Methodism will know Methodism was born and 
nurtured in controversy and has had its full share of dissent and division across the years. I was saddened to 
hear what Ted Campbell had to say yesterday and I hope we listened and that we will pray for this united 
church.  It has had it’s stresses and strains ever since Wesley’s heart was strangely warmed on 24th May, 
1738.    

Yet, however difficult and tense the arguments during his lifetime, Wesley was as deeply committed to 
holding Methodists together as one people - as he was to unity within the body of Christ.   

In a pamphlet entitled “Reasons against separation from the Church of England”, Wesley makes clear 
that his vision was for renewal rather than separation.  Above all, he was deeply conscious of the damage 
which disunity would do to the proclamation of the Gospel.  In one of his letters he writes: 

“Let us count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord”  

How right he was.  Is there anything more damaging to the witness of the Church than the scandal of 
dispute and disunity?  I am reminded of C.S. Lewis and his classic “Screwtape Letters”, in which he recounts 
a conversation between a senior devil and a zealous junior devil who wanted to know how he could destroy 
these Christians. “Leave them to it”, advised the elder devil, “and watch them destroy each other!” 

This is why unity and mission must go hand in hand.  And this is why we must continually return to 
the prayer of Jesus who prayed that we be ONE.  Why?  So that the world would believe.  You cannot 
separate unity from mission. 
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So for us, gathered as we are in this place and at this moment of time, what is this “oneness” of which 
we speak and for which we yearn? 

Wesley had an interesting way of introducing some of his sermons.  He was say, first of all what 
something was not, before he went on to tell you what it was.  So in the spirit of Mr. Wesley, “Oneness” is 
not to be confused with 'connectivity'.  

'Connectivity' is a new word which is related to what is known as 'social media' (or as I have been 
known to call it, 'UN-social' media).  Einstein was right when he said, “I fear the day that technology will 
surpass our human interaction. The world will have a generation of idiots.” 

Did you hear the one about the Garden of Eden?  Everything was wonderful and Adam and Eve were 
getting along so well until Eve got herself an Apple. 

Did you know there are now more mobile phones in the world than there are people. Can you believe 
it? It is true and yet throughout our world there is a greater sense of separation and aloneness than ever 
before. Oneness is not connectivity. 

In Methodism our word is “CONNECTION” - from the Latin for “binding to”. I think that through all 
our branches of the church throughout the world, Methodists use the word connection.  

Or, as I prefer to spell it, “Connection”; a deeply personal and spiritual relationship - in contrast to the 
remoteness of 'tweeting' and 'Facebooking'. 

I respect the right of those who do, but it is not my practice to raise my hands as I sing; but what about 
all of us extending our arms outward to embrace those around us as a sign of inclusion and connection, as 
did Christ on the Cross?     

  Secondly, “Oneness” is NOT to be confused with “sameness”. 

In this event, gathered as we are from around the globe, representing 80 different branches and twigs of 
Methodism, do we feel 'at one' with each other ?  Put up your hand if you feel at one.  

If the answer is “yes” I am glad to hear that.  It would be a long way to come to find out that we do not! 

But let me also ask, are we all the same?    

No!  Of course not!  Thankfully we are not!  Can you think of anything worse than if we were all dull 
copies of each other? Clones of each other? Gosh, no! No! No! That is not the oneness in which we seek. 
Diversity is what greatly enriches us. 

Paul put it well when he talked about the different parts of the body complimenting each other.  

And listen to Mr. Wesley, in his sermon on “The Catholic Spirit”.   

“[When I say]… give me thy hand I do not mean 'Be of my opinion.'  You need not: I do not expect or 
desire it.  You need not even endeavor to come over to me, or bring me over to you.  Leave all opinions alone 
on one side and the other, only give me thine hand.  Hold you fast that which you believe is most acceptable 
to God, and I will do the same.”  

Of course Wesley did have difficulties with aspects of 'un-reformed' theology, as indeed he had with 
Calvinism. But this did not conflict with his understanding of our oneness in Christ.   

I commend to you his “Letter to a Roman Catholic”, written from a troubled Ireland in response to the 
raw sectarianism of the 18th century.  It is as timely today as it was in 1749, for in spirit Wesley was an 
ecumenist well ahead of his time.  In his letter he pleads for the supremacy of love over dogma and doctrine:   

“I hope to see you in heaven.  If we cannot as yet think alike in all things, at least we may love alike.  
Herein we cannot possibly do amiss.  For of one point one cannot doubt a moment: God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.” 

Words we should read again and again!    
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Thirdly, “The ONENESS is not to be confused with “EXCLUSIVITY”.     

To be one with in Methodism does not mean we cannot be at one with others outside of our tradition.  
Of course not! I treasure my oneness with my wife and my family. It is very precious, but in no way does it 
exclude me from being at one with others! 

Wesley would not have tolerated the “individualism” which appears to be a growing characteristic of 
many churches and fellowships around the world.   

Amongst his oft-quoted references are these:  

“There is no holiness but social holiness.”  

“A solitary Christian is a contradiction in terms!”  

 Of course it is good to feel we belong, to have an identity.  But any definition of “One People” that 
limits us to the boundaries of self or tradition is not only unhealthy but also unscriptural and out of character 
with our Wesleyan tradition.  

 As a Methodist people let us make sure that ours is an 'inclusive' sense of identity.  In the spirit of 
Mr. Wesley who called us to be “the friends of all and the enemies of none”. 

 Let us ask ourselves in this increasingly complex world, how are we to cope with our feelings of fear 
of Islamic extremism? How we balance that with our responsibility to and for our Islamic neighbors.  What 
about those whose sexual identity may be different than our own?  

 At our recent Irish Conference one of our best young ministers, got up at the end of a debate on 
homosexuality. He had already made it known his orientation.  But he got to his feet at the end of this report 
and here is what he said,  

“Let not another paper pass through this Conference without us being clear about our responsibility to 
outrageously love a community of people who, despite their public appearance, feel hurt, rejected and 
fearful within our churches. Let our church families be places where LGBT people are actively affirmed in 
who they are.” 

 We are a 'broad church' and I know that for many of us these are difficult issues and difficult 
questions.  Please bring your questions to our conversation tomorrow afternoon  where we will have time to 
discuss, explore, and share in a more responsible and sensitive way. 

 Central to Methodist theology is a very tiny but critical three-letter word.  It’s the word “ALL.” 

 For me the most moving moment in my sacramental ministry is when I invite people to come to the 
Lord’s table and I can say as a Methodist proclaim, “This is His table, to which ALL are welcome!” What a 
wonderful privilege to say that! 

And we sing:           “Come sinners to the Gospel feast, 

Let every soul be Jesus's guest . . . for God has bidden all               mankind.”         
     

The words of Charles Wesley.  Let us as Methodists, cherish this gift and let us share it in our search for 
oneness.  

           I have dear friends here from another tradition within the Christian faith.  I know that we share 
pain that we are unable to share the same bread and wine.  Sadly, until that day comes, our experience of 
what it means to be “one people” can be only partial.  Let us pray and work with sensitivity and respect for 
that day when we can really say, “Though we are many, we are one body because we all share in the one 
loaf.” 

What might we as one people have to offer to a broken world?               
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As 21st century Methodists, followers of Jesus and ''trustees'' of the rich legacy of the Wesley’s, what is 
the relevance of our theme “ONE PEOPLE” to the world beyond this Conference?  A world in which there 
are 50 million displaced homeless people?  And we heard about the hungry people before I began.  

As 21st century Methodists, what do we have to offer?  Let me suggest that first of all we need to begin 
by listening.  Listening to a cynical world which will tell us that religion is one of the main causes of 
confusion and division in our world.  I quote an Irish historian who has recently written, “Christians have 
built more fences, barricades, frontiers and restrictions than any other culture.”  

I want to shout out, “No, no, no!  I protest!”  But coming from where I do, I cannot deny what is written. 
So whatever we wish to say to a broken world, we must offer in deep and sincere humility. For we too are a 
fragmented people.  

In Ireland our relationships with our ecumenical partners has been crucial. And may I, in her presence, 
pay tribute to the tremendous contribution of our World Methodist Council, Vice President Gillian Kingston, 
who has played a major role in the nurturing of those ecumenical relationships.  

And why do we do it in the face of opposition and aggressive opposition? We do it because we know 
that unless we are able to speak as one people, we have not right to ask others to be reconciled.  

From my long journeys with people seeking peace in Ireland and elsewhere, let me share with you what 
I believe we as followers of Christ have to offer in our search for healing and the restoration of “oneness” in 
our broken world. I was faced with that question recently when I sat with the leadership of FARC and how 
thrilled we were to read last week of the signing of an agreement with the Colombian government. Amen, 
indeed! And I was privileged to sit for several days with the leadership of FARC, as they were asking us, 
some of us from Ireland and some from South Africa to help them in the next part of their journey.  I’m 
sitting there as a Methodist preacher, saying, “What am I doing here? What am I doing here? A wee fellow 
from Ireland. What have I to bring to this conversation?”  And I think we need to ask ourselves that 
question. That is not to suggest that we have all the answers or that we can tell people all the things that 
make for peace. Of course not!  But I think we have some distinctive words to offer.    
           

In this I am greatly encouraged by the words of fellow-Methodist, Nelson Mandela.  Speaking from the 
pulpit of St. George's Cathedral in Cape Town he said: 

“In the building of our new nation … we look to the Church, with its message of justice, peace, 
forgiveness and healing, to play a key role in helping our people... to move from the divisions of the past to a 
future that is united in a commitment to correct wrongs and restore a just order.” 

WOW! What a challenge. What a challenge. 

Let me suggest three 'restorative' words from our 'Gospel vocabulary' which must be at the heart of any 
genuine process of reconciliation, be it within the family, the church, the nation or the world.   

The first word is “CONFESSION”. 

In a world of denial for any responsibility for getting things wrong, where is the one place where people 
gather week by week to make confession? It is not in the parliaments of this world.  I’ll tell you that! Nor do I 
think that it’s in the offices of banks and business. It is the church!  I confess to you my brothers and sisters 
for what I have done and what I have not done. Those are the words in our liturgies.  All our liturgies!  I 
think we should just pause sometimes for the rest of the service and reflect on what that means.  

When I googled 'public apologies,’ I came across some interesting ones. I came across 73 public 
apologies!  I stopped counting after 73!  And they range from Methodists in this country, apologizing to 
Native Americans to the Prime Minister of Britain apologizing to the people of Londonderry in Northern 
Ireland for Bloody Sunday and lots of other apologies in between.  And the IRA apologizing for their worst 
atrocities. 

The second restorative word is “GRACE”.    
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In any process of reconciliation, TRUTH has its place.  But without GRACE truth can be a blunt and 
sometimes damaging instrument.  

Remember John's introduction to Jesus, 

“The Word became flesh and full of GRACE and truth, lived among us.”  

For us as Wesleyans and Armenians this GRACE of which we speak is “prevenient grace”. It is the 
generous, open, unmerited, welcoming, restorative embrace of the father to his returning child! 

When we wrote our Peace Agreement in Northern Ireland, there was one part that was very hard for 
people to accept and it was the early release of prisoners. I saw on television today at lunchtime a young 
man who has had an early release for something he’d committed and it drew a large crowd.  And we can 
understand it. Victims, people who have been hurt, bereaved, have every reason to be concerned when they 
hear about people who have been given life sentences who are allowed after two years to leave prison. And 
that’s what we were being asked within our Peace Agreement. And you know the people who had the most 
difficulty with this, were from within the churches.  

So I invited Brian Currin, a South African lawyer, to speak to pastors of his experience in the Truth and 
Reconciliation process.  After he had spoken, the first question was:  

“But what about Justice?”       

To which he replied: 

“This is not about justice… you cannot say to a widow or orphan we are doing this in the interests of 
justice!  This is about giving all parties to the conflict an opportunity to share in a new beginning, whether 
you think they deserve it or not.”      

In response to which I said that, as a preacher, this was the clearest definition of our word 'GRACE' I 
had heard.  To which Brian, in turn, replied:  

“If that is your word keep preaching it, for you are going to need a great deal of it.”         

And how right he was! Grace!  What and amazing word.  Amazing grace! 

Here are some images of “GRACE:” 

Two men who despised each other and blamed each other for all our ills: 

● The Rev. Ian Paisley, fiery fundamentalist preacher who vowed he would “never, never, never” do 
business with Irish Republicanism; and 

● Martin McGuinness, former Commander of the Irish Republican Army terrorist group who was 
equally adamant that he would never set foot in our Parliament Buildings! 

As a result of our agreement, they came together.  Too many who said, “Never!” Look at the act of 
grace.  The younger man holding back and letting the first minister through the door on the day Parliament 
was reconstituted. That was a moment of grace. And they worked so well together.  

I was invited to sit with the Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland as we 
watched these historic enemies took their oaths of office. You can see in our eyes, we couldn’t believe what 
we were seeing and hearing! 

And at that moment, within myself I was singing from one of Charles Wesley's great advent hymns, 
reminding us why Jesus came into our world:     

“Widest extremes to join ... that we the life of God might know.” 

That’s grace.  Another moment of grace!  

And another image of this amazing, powerful thing called 'Grace'.    
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The Queen of England shaking the hand of Martin McGuinness, former Commander of the IRA that 
murdered her beloved uncle, Lord Mountbatten and his grandchild. And here’s her Majesty. That was the 
first of several meetings they have had since then.  

Amazing Grace! How amazing is grace? 

Our third restorative word is “FORGIVENESS.”   

The Dalai Lama has been to Ireland on more than one occasion.  Have you ever heard him speak?  
Anyone here ever heard the Dalai Lama speak?  He has an extraordinary but endearing way of addressing 
and audience.  He sits there and…[mumble, mumble, mumble.]  And we all listened spell-bound.  We didn’t 
understand much of what he said, but we listened.  

Someone asked:    “Your holiness, what can you to say to us about forgiveness?”                   

After he had looked to the right and to the left, to the floor and then to the ceiling, he replied,  

“Forgiveness… forgiveness… forgiveness, who knows what forgiveness is?” 

After a pause, he received a tumultuous ovation!  And I wished I had that gift, to say nothing and be 
applauded!  And then I thought is this a clever answer, a profound answer, or a cop out?  I think it was a 
profound answer.  I wanted to shout out “Jesus knew what forgiveness was because he lived it and he 
showed it until his dying moments.”  

But you know what I have come to understand in my journeys with people who have been hurt and 
have suffered?  The only people who have a right to speak to us about forgiveness are those who have been 
forgiven and those who have forgiven.  

Anything else we have to say about forgiveness is academic. 

Gordon Wilson knew.  As a recipient of the World Methodist Peace Award his picture hangs in the 
offices of this Council at Lake Junaluska. 

Gordon was a loyal Irish Methodist and respected shopkeeper.  On the day of Remembrance for 
soldiers who had died in two World Wars he and his lovely daughter Marie were attending the annual 
service at their local cenotaph when a massive IRA bomb exploded, instantly killing many innocent civilians.
          

From under the rubble Gordon reached for Marie's hand and heard her whisper, “I love you Daddy”.  
Those were the last words she was to speak.  In those circumstances can you even begin to imagine the 
impact of Gordon's healing words of grace and reconciliation which were broadcast around the world? 

The Queen of England heard them, and quoted Gordon in her Christmas broadcast to the nation.  Upon 
hearing Gordon's words, the senior spokesman for the IRA said that he could no longer defend such 
atrocities and, in his prison cell, a former terrorist told me that following Gordon's words, he had not only 
turned his back on terror but had committed his life to Christ!; the irresistible power of Grace and 
Forgiveness.  

Just remember these words, confession, grace, and forgiveness. These are our words.  They have been 
entrusted to us.  It’s not that other people don’t have contributions to make to peace. Of course they do!  And 
I have worked with them and sat with them and loved them! And they respect me and I respect them. But 
you know we have a vocabulary for which we must not apologize. And which we can bring to the healing of 
the nations as well as to the healing of families and broken churches and broken communities. And they are 
confession, grace, and forgiveness. 

These are the ultimate words of healing and restoration to bring to every situation of brokenness.  
Words which will restore unto us the joy of what it means to be “ONE  people”.  

At the Conference of the Methodist Church in South Africa, the Rev. Trevor Hudson told a moving 
story of how his white, hugely privileged congregation was very conscious of the enormous gap between 
them and their neighboring black township church, with whom they had no relationship whatever.  Here 
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were two Christian communities, separated by history, politics, race, injustice and prejudice.  Someone 
suggested that, as a start, they might invite their neighbors for a meal.  So it was, at Eastertide, they sent out 
a gold edged invitation, like those we proudly display when we are invited to an important event. 

The banquet was prepared, the tables were set and they waited, wondering if anyone would come.  But 
come they did, one by one, two by two until all the places were taken.  White sat with black; those deprived 
of proper education sat by professors; the wealthy sat with those who had nothing; younger sat with older 
and the party began.  Towards the end of the meal one young man from the township could contain himself 
no longer… he jumped to his feet and shouted, “Wow!  Now I know that Jesus really has risen!”      

Oneness and evangelism, you cannot separate them! 

I ask, do you have a story like that from where you come?  If not, can each of us go from this place to 
create such a story of our own?  

Remember the words of Jesus, “I pray they may be one, so that the world could believe.” 

Charles Wesley knew this when he taught us to sing,  

All that the world might taste and see the riches of his grace  

The arms of love encompass me, that all the world embrace.  

I’ll finish with a quote from Pope Francis,  

“Speaking of our shared responsibility for the world, and the enormous challenges which face us, let us 
sing as we go. Let’s keep things in perspective.  May our struggles never take away the joy of our hope.” 

And I would only add, the joy of our oneness. 

So as the people who were born in song, what shall we sing as we go? And I have chosen, “All praise to 
our redeeming Lord, who joins us by his grace.”  

Some of you may recognize Junaluska, the home of the World Methodist Council who have brought us 
together.   

I’m an oldie. I don’t raise my hands. Forgive me. When we sing, I don’t raise my hands. I’m just too old 
for that. If I did, people would know I was doing it,...and well, … But you know what, as we sing this, 
instead of reaching our hands up, let’s reach our hands out to embrace one another and demonstrate our 
oneness. All praise to our redeeming Lord! 
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ONE: MISSION – ISAIAH 61:1-7 

Saturday Morning Worship, September 3 

Rev. Dr. Joanne Cox-Darling 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satam-coxdarling-v2-

1.m4v  

Grace and peace be with you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. My name is Joanne Cox Darling and it is my 

privilege and honor to share this message with you. And to share this stage with such a phenomenal band and tech 

team.  Thank you guys so much!  

Yesterday I went up to the roof to pray. It sounds terribly holy, but I must say I did more swimming than I did 

praying. And I realized that I was really missing home. I was missing my gorgeous husband and my delightful 10-

month old daughter. Cute!  I was missing all the adventures they were having and all the dribble and nappy 

changes.  I began to miss home and I was really delighted that I did have the swimming pool to hide my salt water 

tears. 

The passage of scripture that we are looking at today is a passage of scripture of missing home.  It is written to a 

group of people who have cypress trees and not swimming pools to hide their tears.  They don’t have a return ticket 

or a WhatsApp account. They are deeply missing home.  

And so we turn our attention to Isaiah, chapter 61. 

 “The Spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me 

Because the Lord has anointed 

To proclaim good news to the poor 

He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted 

To proclaim freedom from darkness for the prisoners 

To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour 

To comfort all who mourn 

And to provide for those who grieve 

Instead of your shame 

You will receive a double portion...and everlasting joy will be yours.”  

In the midst of the pain of being exiled, and in need of hope in a desperate situation, Isaiah speaks words of 

comfort to a broken people.  Words which prime them once again to participate in the coming Kingdom of God. To 

worship God together in unity.  It inspires the Hebrew people to risk rebuilding their communal identity together in 

a new cultural situation. 

It is these same words which Jesus chooses to launch his own mission.  The template for Christian mission and 

wholehearted godly living throughout history. 

This passage from Isaiah reminds us that it is often in the margins of society that we are able to discover more of 

the nature of God and to participate in his coming Kingdom. 

Isaiah is written to a marginalized, homeless people, struggling to find their identity in a world context where 

they were no longer the biggest global superpower. 

The Hebrew people have been shamed for what they once took for granted.  They’ve lost their empire, and they 

are living in fear about what this new migration means to their identity, their families, and their wider society. 

The institutions that they saw at the Centre of their identity were crumbling.  They were grieving for what was 

once and will never be again. They wanted their country to be great again.  

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satam-coxdarling-v2-1.m4v
http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satam-coxdarling-v2-1.m4v
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Other religions were gaining ground.  Groups of people were persecuted for their beliefs, imprisoned, abused, 

killed.  They needed VISAs to travel. Some of which were never granted. There was a shift in power base away from 

traditional experience of patriarchal leadership. Women were gaining power.  

There is a deeply felt sense of loss and grief at the very heart of personal relationship.  Worship became marked 

by confession and lament.  ‘How long, o Lord...’  They wanted the ancient songs and rituals of the past to provide 

them with the safe spaces and solace in which to thrive. 

Individual identity began to /.be subsumed by a desire of greater interconnectedness – between races, between 

humanity, and indeed between the cypress trees of creation. God appeared absent. Spirituality, although formalized, 

became more attractive than the institutions of the past. 

Exile, as Isaiah shows us, is both a tentative and emotive place to be. It’s a difficult place to thrive.  They were 

missing home.  I guess many of us are making those same parallels today.  Those same intense and painful 

similarities between the Ancient Near Eastern context, the context of exile and our experience of discipleship in a 

globalized world. 

But, as Isaiah also teaches us, exile can be a place of great creativity and surprise. People discover their potential 

afresh. They discover gifts and skills and relationships. In the midst of their despair and frustration, people are 

opened to being primed and catalyzed for transformation.  Full of pain and anguish, exile can be a place of great 

creativity and chaos.  The theologian, Walter Brueggemann describes this place as ‘liminality’: 

He says this, ‘liminality is a safe place to host ambiguity, to notice tensions, and live with the freedom to see and test an 

alternative texting of our reality.’  

A place in which to host with freedom and to see and test an alternative texting of our reality. In other words, 

another world is possible.  

Isaiah encourages his heroes into this vulnerable, fractured, marginalized place. And enables his heros to 

recognize that the Spirit is still brooding away.  The Spirit of God enables this alternative texting of our reality.  We 

may be missing home, but the Spirit of God is at work; nurturing the Kingdom of God into being out of the embers 

of our brokenness, shame, persecution, schism.  The Spirit is, in Wesley’s terms, strangely warming hearts.  Many of 

us will also note that it is warming very strange hearts too.  Through the catalyzing of the Spirit, and through 

faithfully following Jesus, people are becoming primed and ready to transform our communities and political 

systems.  This creative, redemptive, chaotic Spirit brings hope and healing. 

However terrified, shamed, despairing or guilt ridden the Hebrew people felt; the Ruach – the breath of God – 

Spirit – transformed, recreated, and redeemed State, society and civilization. 

In turn, we are encouraged too, to take solace. To recognize that the same Ruach – the breath of God – Spirit – 

transforms, recreates, and redeems our States, society and civilization. 

The Spirit of God is calling her Church into a continued discovery of what this liminal alternative texting means.  

The Spirit of God moves around us and the people in our care.  Providing those places of invitation– those safe or 

disruptive places to notice the Kingdom of God in our midst and to join in.  

The Spirit of God is still revealing herself as creative, redemptive and chaotic. The missional Spirit can and is 

uniting and reinvigorating a movement which has long forgotten its purpose and discipleship identity. 

I’m a visual thinker and I needed an image to help me think about what this might look like in reality. I wanted 

to find an image which showed the energy the spirit of mission, which encourages us to be Wesleyan catalysts for 

kingdom-change in our communities. 

I found a video that took two, simple mundane objects – a ping pong ball and a mousetrap. 

[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7YQT6BCuAE] 
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This chain reaction – a reaction of great creativity and exponential energy and uncontained chaos – a reminder 

for me about what the Mission of God is about.  

In these uncertain and austere times, we need a powerful visual reminder that the Spirit of God is active and at 

work in our world.   

That the Spirit is creative, redemptive, and utterly chaotic.   

That humanity is primed and ready to respond to the word of God and the wind of the Spirit. A reminder that 

simple, mundane objects can be a catalyst for change. 

The creative, redemptive, chaotic Spirit is breezing and calling individuals and groups to participate in the 

Kingdom life. To live their lives wholeheartedly – connected, compassionate, creative, courageous. 

And what makes this good news? 

That it is God’s mission, not our mission. 

“We love because God first loved us.” 

It’s not us that first had a mission – it is the missionary nature of God – who has a mission, and who graciously 

invites us to play a prime part.   

I wondered how you felt, watching that video.  You see, I have two responses to it.  On really, really good days I 

love it.  I’m left utterly breath taken by it. I get energized by all the potential and sheer joy that I see.  I play with the 

metaphor in my mind and remember the groups of people I know who have been primed and ready to respond to 

the ping pong ball of the spirit in their lives.  

I think of my friend Lucy who noticed that in her community the traditional family unit no longer existed. 

Young people were no longer coming to church on a Sunday because they had to go visit Mom or Dad or because 

they had a sports group to go to.  

Lucy, together with a small group of people, decided to be brave and courageous and to open the church on 

another day of the week.  They provided food and craft activities. They developed tools to help families live a 

Christian life at home. They invited people into this new community family. And began the international movement, 

Messy Church.  

Sometimes, however, I watch this video, and start to feel a little sick.  I am scared at the uncontrollable nature of 

the metaphor – I really would like a little more order and clarity.  It leaves me breathless; out of breath and 

exhausted at the prospect of all the potential, all the planning, the meetings, and organisation required in order to 

maintain the zeal and the energy of renewal.  It all seems so unnecessary and expensive.  There are no measures of 

success and outcome plans.  There is no budget control or monitoring of process.  There are no policies and 

procedures or precedent. 

I wonder whether this is how John Wesley felt as he wrote to Reverend Perronet in 1748. “I must premise that I 

had not the least expectation, at first, of anything like what since followed. They had no previous design at all. Everything just 

arose.” 

Then he goes on to justify how the movement began class meetings, band meetings, accountability clusters, 

stewards, pastoral visitors, schools, and event hospitals!  That somewhat of an exhausting list!  

How about you? 

Are you breath taken, or left breathless by it? 

For some of us in this room, our ministry has been breathtaking. We have seen the movement of God’s spirit in 

ways that we cannot describe. We have seen healing and release and liberation and transformation. We can testify to 
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the mending of broken hearts, our own and others.  We have seen the liberation of captives, comfort for the 

mourning and praises rising from the midst of despair. We have been amazed by God’s grace.   

We have been inspired by the lives of others around and about us who have in turn catalyzed new missions, 

churches, and communities.  We have been awestruck at the creation around us, and been left breath-taken at the 

glory of God. We have seen and know the joy that comes from following Jesus.  And we continue to live passionately 

and generously, maybe even prodigally.   

For some us, the video is a painful reminder of what once was, is not, and may never be again.  For some of us 

we are still reacting and reflecting on the breathless pain of Exile.  We miss our heritage home. We see for ourselves 

all the hard work that we’ve had to put in just to keep up. And we’re exhausted. We do not seem to be good enough, 

fast enough, clever enough, react quickly enough.  There is so much need, so much potential and we just don’t know 

where to start. 

We expend ourselves in service of God’s missional Spirit and yet there is a desert in our hearts and in our 

ministry.  And quite frankly, a young audacious Brit and a soda stream company are not helpful.  

We are trying our best, and yet we are out of breath. 

We are tired and beaten down and yet we look outside of our windows and we realize the very same is true at 

the heart of creation.  

The Somali poet, Warsan Shire has written this: 

Later that night 

I held an atlas in my lap 

Ran my fingers across the whole world 

And whispered 

Where does it hurt 

It answered 

Everywhere 

Everywhere 

Everywhere 

In reality, I know both of these experiences. I know that the world hurts everywhere and I know that because I 

hurt. And God’s people hurt. But I feel both breath-taken and breathless.  Because I also know that Jesus hurts and 

still calls us to go into the world and make disciples of all nations. 

Down the road and around the corner at the University of Houston, there is a professor called Brene Brown. Her 

lifetime of research has helped her to discover, how we might live our lives wholeheartedly.  She has done this by 

hearing and collecting the stories, mainly women, from around the world, especially from the global south.  She has 

heard stories from genocide, to civil war and apartheid. And she has concluded that in order to be wholehearted, we 

need to be primed and ready to be connected, compassionate, and courageous.  For Brown, this is only achieved by 

sharing our experiences of both breathtaking joy and breathless vulnerability.  

She recognizes that in the nature of our humanity we are not always primed and ready to live wholeheartedly.  

We are distracted, distant, or simply too busy. 

But in our breathless, out of breath, state of heart and mind, Brown says that: ‘We need to stop seeing exhaustion as 

a status symbol and productivity as a mark of our self worth.’ 

There is a very real danger, in my ping pong metaphor, that as the Spirit springs to life we want it all. We want 

to participate over there and over there and over there.  We spend our time doing a million honorable things. Keep 

saying yes. We are burdened by the challenges of multiple congregations, numerous pastoral needs within our own 

families and beyond. Attendance at committee meetings and we are short staffed.  We become breathless at the 

weight of the local church world on our shoulders, and we fail to live wholeheartedly.  Then we switch on our smart 
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phone or open a newspaper and listen to the world news, and become acutely aware of how insignificant we are. We 

become more and more isolated and indifferent.  We become less connected, less compassionate, less courageous. 

And we become burned up and burned out.  Spent rather than primed. 

It is then that I re-read these words from Isaiah. All the things that the Spirit of God achieves in a broken, messy, 

messed up, breathless, exhausted world.  I see something breathtaking.  I see something that transforms my own 

ministry and my own family life; something which brings potential to those I share my life with; something which 

unites people around the world – regardless of race, creed, color, income, or theology.   

‘There is neither Jew or gentile, slave nor free neither male nor female, queer or straight, for you are all one in Christ Jesus’  

There is something deeply liberating about living wholeheartedly - about being connected, compassionate, and 

courageous.   Around this room, we have the unprecedented potential to be launching Wesleyans and Methodists 

around the globe to be a people of these deep connections, active compassion, and unimaginable courage.  Not 

because the institution has got it right – but we trust that the spirit will redeem us, will enable us to be creative, and 

is utterly chaotic.  We follow Christ who calls us to unite together in a Gospel news to the poor, to bind up broken 

hearts, to stand alongside the persecuted, to challenge the powers and dominions in the name of Jesus, to bring 

liberty to the addicted and the afflicted, to comfort those who mourn and to share hope in the midst of our global 

shame, guilt, and fear.  

The late theologian Angela Shier-Jones notes that the most effective mission often comes from within the place 

of brokenness, rather than active towards it. She says this: 

“[mission] cannot be done to a community by someone who knows what they need, it can only be done with a community 

by someone who shares their need.” 

And so I think as my friends who themselves have been unemployed, or who are struggle with attention deficit 

disorder, and having found their way back into work, support other young people struggling to concentrate and 

struggling to find their way into interview situations and successful work.    

There is the colleague who having battled through their own addiction, now volunteers with an addicts 

anonymous group. 

My friend, and artist, who gave up a formal circuit ministry in order to move into a studio in the arts quarter of 

town and spent two years painting. His community now calls him ‘The Abbot.’   

There is the jazz musician who was influenced by the work of John Coltrane, and that he now travels the whole 

world performing jazz evening prayer. 

There is the family almost torn apart by mental illness, now running a drop-in facility for people struggling with 

similar issues. 

There are the young people of Chile so desperate to talk about their faith on the street corners that every 

summer vacation, they hire a bus and tour their country.  

Each one of us has stories to add to this list. People using their God given potential, and their vulnerability. 

Oftentimes their own brokenness and frailties, to serve the communities of people around and about them.  Sharing 

the good news of Jesus and enabling them to participate in something of this Kingdom life.  

In the far deep south of England, one entrepreneur, a guy named Tim,  had an idea. He took a disused mining 

facility and transformed it into a place for environmental and ecological education and research.  He named the 

project: Eden.  One of the many breathtaking things about this project is the design of the venue. Each individual 

pane of glass in the glass house ecosystem is vulnerable and fragile.  Each one is weak.  The whole structure, is 

flimsy and flawed.  That is until the final piece is put into place.  For when that happens, what was a weak structure 

now stands as one of the strongest human-made structures in the world. 
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Joining in the mission of God; following the Holy Spirit breeze her way through shanties and Shangri-La hotels; 

does not mean that we have to be without flaws.  Joining in the mission of God and following the spirit as she 

transforms this world into the Kingdom of God, the coming Eden means that we offer our whole selves, 

wholeheartedly.  Vulnerabilities intact.  It is as we contribute together, so we become strong.  And just like the Eden 

Project, it needs each of us to play our parts.  To be connected, compassionate, courageous, united.  ‘For it is in our 

weakness that Christ makes us strong.’ 

Mundane things, like ping pong balls and mousetraps, and a giant glass house, help us to recapture a glimpse 

of what the missional kingdom of God might be and mean for our communities.  I need to be reminded that mission 

is not just about congregational growth and institutional change and the bottom line.  Mission can be a mundane and 

ordinary experience.  It is about everyone playing their part, reaching their God-given potential, even if it seems 

utterly insignificant.   

Barbara Brown Taylor has written: 

“To make bread, or love, to dig in the earth, to feed an animal or cook for a stranger – these activities require no extensive 

commentary, no lucid theology.  All they require is someone willing to bend, reach, chop, stir.  Most of these tasks are so full of 

pleasure that there is no need to complicate things by calling them holy.  And yet these are the same activities that change lives, 

sometimes at once and sometimes more slowly, the way dripping water changes stone.  In a world where faith is often construed 

as a way of thinking, bodily practices remind the willing that faith is a way of God.” 

The image of the ping pong balls reminds me to follow Jesus, and to live wholeheartedly full of the missional 

spirit, and I need to be embodying my faith.  Mission is not lip service and words.  It is the act of washing feet, 

distributing bread, baking fish and touching the sick; just as Christ did. It is putting away the chairs, washing the 

dishes, and recycling the trash. 

It is in embodying of our Christian discipleship that we create the safe liminal spaces that Bruggemann spoke 

about.  It is in the vulnerability of shared action and living together that we are better able to discover these 

alternative texting’s of Kingdom reality. That another world is possible in the midst of the pain and persecution. The 

Spirit gives us potential to seek the redemption and transformation with all the people God brings us into contact 

with. 

It is then that holy disruption takes place. And as the ping pong ball of the spirit launches itself afresh,  

To the poor, the Spirit offers compassion. 

To the broken the Spirit brings wholeness. 

To the captives and the addicted the Spirit brings freedom. 

To those in the darkness – psychological, spiritual or physical – the Spirit brings the light of Christ. 

To those in mourning – the spirit comforts. 

To those grieving for what once was, is not, and shall never be again – the Spirit brings solace and lament. 

To those shamed – the Spirit brings blessing. 

To those disgraced – the Spirit brings hope and identity. 

To those despairing, the Spirit brings forth songs of joy. 

Now these are the things of a missional God. These are the things of following Jesus.  I have confidence that the 

Spirit of God is at work in breathtaking ways. I hear the stories around this room and in our countries and 

communities. I hear the stories and notice the glimpses of the Kingdom of God in surprising and challenging places.  

I dare to experience the power of the Spirit at work in my life, and I continue to discover afresh my purpose and 

calling.  I choose to remain primed and ready to fulfill my God-given calling. I celebrate communities and churches 

who are in the same place. I choose to mourn with those communities who know that their mission is now 

completed.  I want to seek out more opportunities for people to discover Jesus personally. I want to see the Spirit 
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shake institutions, to challenge injustice, and for the Kingdom of God, God’s new Eden, to be realized until I am 

called home at last.  

I believe that God is not finished with us Wesleyans yet. I believe in the God of the One Mission and in the 

coming of the Kingdom of God. And of the potential here, present in our midst. I believe that we are being called to 

be primed and ready to respond afresh to the movement of the Spirit which will be utterly chaotic and uncontainable 

and that’s okay. I believe it is time for a liminal, alternative texting of our reality because we live and know that 

another world is possible. I believe that we are being reminded of the need to be connected, compassionate and 

courageous as we follow Christ in our day to day lives and not to get distracted by other stuff. 

Am I really ready?  Are we really ready? 
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AMBIGUITIES AND ONE IN SOLOMON’S JUDGEMENT 
Saturday Bible Study, September 3 

Rev. Dr. Yani Yoo 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satbiblestudy-yoo-v2-

1.m4v 

Good morning! My name is Yani Yoo. I bring greetings from sisters and brothers in Asia. It is a great honor to 

be here with you mighty Methodists from around the world! I am a lecturer teaching of the Old Testament at 

Methodist University, Seoul, Korea. and I am a pastor of an English speaking congregation within a mega Korean 

Methodist Church.  

Growing up as a girl in the 60s and 70s in Korea, education was a luxury. My father would not send us girls, 

above elementary school. Unlike our brothers, he sometimes said, ‘girls will soon get married. Why waste the 

money?’ Out of my two older sisters, one finished elementary and the other finished middle school. While raising 

their children after marriage they pursued their education including college. What my sisters went through was 

common to women born some years after the Korean war. As for me, I had to prove my worth to be sent to school 

and finished high school. During middle school, I became Christian. At a revival, I got a call to ministry. Since there 

was no support from my then non-Christian parents, in 1980 after high school I decided to be on my own and pursue 

my calling. So I left my country home and became a factory worker in a big city. I was going to save money for my 

seminary Bachelor of Theology, which was then good enough for ordination. But the wage of $60 a month barely 

covered the rent and food. And the freezing winter, I walked miles to the factory because there was no money for 

transportation. I spent nights without heat. I could feel the dampness in my back coming from the floor through a 

thin blanket. I was afraid that in the next morning, they would have found a frozen dead body in the room. So every 

night I prayed, ‘oh God if you give me another day, I will live every second eagerly.’  

Those days, I did not feel poor or lonely because I strongly relied on God. Also found a wonderful church, my 

first Methodist Church. In our young adults group, there were about 200 members. There were many young girls 

between ages 15 and 25 who like me, left their country hometowns to make money at garment and electronic 

companies. But their goal was to support their families, especially their brothers’ education. These girls became 

Christian in the city. I was inspired by their strong faith. They hardly ever had a day off, even though there was a 

labor law. The factories made them busy to be part of the miracle of [         ]. To earn the opportunity to come to 

church, they volunteered to clean the factory and the dorm rooms they shared with 30 other girls each. Sometimes, 

they were very loving and sharing out of their meager means. Sometimes they left a pair of socks and a half pound of 

meat in my room and even briquettes to heat the room. Then, it was my honor to share my dream to study and boost 

their own desire to pursue their own education. We were like the early church in the New Testament. Then we went 

our separate ways.  

Two decades later, we had a reunion. It was when I finished my study in the USA and went back to Korea. 

About 30 showed up that day. One woman said to me, last night, I could not sleep a wink in expectation of seeing 

you. You are the one I am wishing to see next to God. You changed my life. It was an honor to hear that. Because of 

my constant nagging and pushing many girls pursued education. See, young people listen to their friends, not to 

their parents. On the reunion day, I found out that they became school teachers, Kindergarten Directors and social 

workers. Not only that, they became devoted church women. I was so proud of them and thankful to them. Since, at 

that time I was appointed a regional missionary into Asia and the Pacific, and the Women’s Division of the United 

Methodist Women, I could appreciate that they along with other church women had been the backbone of the 

Korean Church, which had made a miraculous growth. But at the same time I was sad because the church had not 

recognized their gift and grace enough. They were still cleaning the church and cooking in the church kitchen But 

invisible at the decision-making body. For example, in the Korean congregation, the Korean speaking congregation 

of my mega church, there are sixty lay elders and all are men, except one.  I wonder in this postmodern age, why so 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satbiblestudy-yoo-v2-1.m4v
http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satbiblestudy-yoo-v2-1.m4v
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many women are leaving the church in Korea. Women’s gifts and grace could be fully recognized and used for God's 

Kingdom. 

Going back to my seminary story, about a year after working at a factory, I entered seminary.  After all those 

cold risky nights, I went on to finally study theology in great joy and become a minister. At last, to my shock, I 

learned at the Korean Church did not ordain women. God called me, but the Methodist Church did not. By the way, 

the church started giving full-time ordination in 1989, after I left the nation. I was so disappointed with the church, 

but by God's grace and with the help of so many people Including the new annual conference of the United 

Methodist Church, I did not give up and this morning I am sharing here with you.  

Yet, I'm sad because women pastors in Korea are still struggling to find churches to serve and to make a living. 

So starting with my personal experience, little by little, I could start to see other women around the world who suffer 

from similar problems. I could see the poor, the migrants, homosexuals and other minorities who suffer from 

systematic evils and other biases. That is why, I have a passion for them. It was natural for me to read the Bible with 

the point of view of people who do not feel fully belonging in the worlds. I believe this biblical interpretation 

empowers those who want to belong to the one full circle of God. Those who work hard to include all in that one 

circle of God.   

So this morning we are going to read the story of Solomon's judgement, in 1 Kings 3:16-28, from the perspective 

of women and common people with concept of ambiguities and one. We understand the [             ] as the synonym of 

unity and the opposite of separation and division.  According to the traditional understanding of this Biblical story, it 

says that Solomon was wisely judged a difficult case. Many translations reflect this understanding in the title of the 

story. Could this Biblical interpretation be really all?  One day as I was reading the story, I found some ambiguities. 

Now, I invite you to read the story with me. And as we read it together, please try to find questions and ambiguities 

in the text. Let us read the whole text together.  

16 Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 The one woman said, “Please, 

my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house. 18 Then on the third day 

after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no one else with us in the house, only the two of 

us were in the house. 19 Then this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. 20 She got up in the middle of 

the night and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my 

breast. 21 When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him closely in the 

morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.” 22 But the other woman said, “No, the living son is mine, and the dead 

son is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is mine.” So they argued before the king.  

23 Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead’; while the other says, ‘Not 

so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living one.’” 24 So the king said, “Bring me a sword,” and they brought a sword 

before the king. 25 The king said, “Divide the living boy in two; then give half to the one, and half to the other.” 26 But the 

woman whose son was alive said to the king—because compassion for her son burned within her—“Please, my lord, give 

her the living boy; certainly do not kill him!” The other said, “It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.” 27 Then the 

king responded: “Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.” 28 All Israel heard of the 

judgment that the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God was 

in him, to execute justice.  (1 Kings 3: 16-28, NRSV) 

Please see if the ambiguities you found include some of these. Why is the king anonymous, not named as 

Solomon? How come lower class women interact directly with the king and what does this indicate? Why is there no 

pursuit of evidence or witnesses? Why does a sword appear? Does the king really know who the birth mother of the 

living boy is? Why no punishment for the accuser? Does the statement that the people were afraid of the king, mean 

that they were literally afraid of his violence?  

Scholars have paid attention to these ambiguities and have come up with various answers.  Ambiguities of the 

text are open to many interpretations. According to the Webster’s Dictionary, ambiguity means a word or expression 
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that can be understood in two or more possible ways.  Ambiguity is a common literary device. It both confuses and 

invites the reader into to new insights. At a glance, our text delivers a clear cut message. But because of ambiguities, 

it can have meaning opposite to our traditional understanding. In reading between the lines, we observes what 

divides and what units. In the process, we see that although the two women look divided as rivals, there is a 

possibility of there being one. We also see that the king is not only unwise, but divides people and makes them 

afraid. Then we will understand the purpose of the story in a new light.  

Here we will deal with seven ambiguities: the women’s relationship, demonstrative pronouns, the trial process, 

the sword, wisdom, people’s response, the purpose of the story.  Now let us dive into the sea of ambiguities. 

Number one ambiguity: The Women’s Relationship.  The narration tells us that the women were prostitutes and 

they each gave birth draws the attention of the audience. They represent the lower class.  They may reveal that the 

king cares about low class people. At the same time it makes the king liable to be degraded with his interactions with 

the women. In fact the women do not take a low profile or appear servile. Many people tend to take sides with one of 

the women. I have not encountered any commentary that sees the two women as one. As scholars often regard them 

as enemies. Following the surface of the text, some consider the plaintive as the true mother of the living child. 

Others believe that the defendant is the true mother.  But if we take the women only as  litigants, we are fooled by 

the significance of the story. Since we have the theme of One in Mind, I’d like to focus on the cause relationship 

between them.  Their oneness. And the rest of this translates, 3:17b as, “and I gave birth while she was in the house.” 

Taking the Hebrew word ‘ema’ with her, as “while she was.”  But the literal translation gives an interesting meaning, 

“I gave birth with her in the house.”  Then it may well indicate that the second woman helped the first woman give 

birth, working as a midwife.  1 Kings 3:18 reads, that there is no one else in the house. If so, the second woman had to 

help the first woman giving birth, despite her own pregnancy.  She too gave birth to a boy, 3 days later. The next 

verse tells of mutual support. On the third day, after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We are together.  

Scholars tend to put these verses together in a lump along with following, there’s no stranger with us in the house. 

Only two of us in the house. To give a simple meaning, that there were only the two women in the house. But if we 

place the sentence, “we are together” in the context of a child’s birth, it sheds new light on the women’s relationship. 

I gave birth with her in the house.  This woman also gave birth and we were together. Each woman helped the other 

with childbirth. They were close and needed each other for survival. The Hebrew word for house also means family. 

Four occurrences of the word in the story also indicate that the women were like a family. At least to this point, their 

relationship was not broken. After the first woman finishes speaking a long speech, the second woman, described as 

the other woman, started speaking, What is expected of this woman is to give us her own persuasive story to repute 

the first woman. She can pinpoint two contradictions to the first woman’s speech. Firstly, the first woman said she 

was asleep when the second woman swapped the baby. As if she was watching wide awake. Of course, she can 

reasonably reconstruct the incident, although she was asleep. But she said in her own words, she got up in the 

morning to nurse her son. In verse 21, she  mentions the phrase, in the morning, twice. The fact that she got a sound 

night sleep, makes herself liable to be the one who laid on her own son in the night, not even knowing it. This is the 

second internal contradiction. So the second woman can use these discrepancies from other stories to attack the first 

woman. But surprisingly, she does not do that. She simply and briefly says, “no surely my son in the living and your 

son is the dead.” Then the first woman retorts with a similar expression, reversing the words of the other woman, 

“No surely your son is the dead and my son is the living.” What is intriguing is that the women talk to each other 

rather than talking to the judge. They say my son and your son not her son. Later the birth mother asks the king, to 

give her son to the other woman in order to let her son live. The other woman still speaks to the mother, not to the 

king.  It shall be neither mine nor yours, divided. The women seem to be more interested in the relationship with 

each other than winning the case.  

Come to think of it, the women have a lot in common. Both women are prostitutes and live in one house. Both 

give birth to a son almost at the same time, three days apart. Both assist each other’s childbirth . Both lay their boy at 

their breast while they sleep. Both get up. Both speak in a similar way. The two women have so many points of 

likeness that actresses with similar likeness would be cast if the story were made into a movie.  
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We will have discussion opportunities.  You will be given 5 minutes.  You will find a partner or a neighbor to 

share your ideas over this question.  You can use your imagination.  There is not right answer. At the end of 5 

minutes I will say, “Ding, Dong, Dang.”  I would appreciate if you would end your discussion.  So the question is, “ 

Could there have been other ways for the Biblical women to solve their issue, rather than bringing it to the king, to 

the point of breaking up?  Now you have 5 minutes.  

 “Ding, Dong, Dang.” 
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ONE MISSION 
Saturday Plenary, September 3 

Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satconfplen-lyon-v2-

1.m4v  

It was In the midst of the Civil War in Sierra Leone, as I referenced this morning being in the refugee camps. But 
in the midst of that civil war, I was in a makeshift camp of people who were amputees. Now the word amputee is 
really a sanitized version for the way people were literally hacked. And some of you Sierra Leoneans may be in this 
audience today, you know what I am talking about. I was in that camp, I heard the stories here in the States but 
there’s a whole different piece that comes to you when you are with the people. When they’re touching you, when 
you’re hearing the stories of how literally their bodies and their souls have been shattered.  

I was in that camp, with hundreds and hundreds of people and I was with a Washington Post reporter. And he 
was overwhelmed by what he was seeing there. I was too. And as everyone was trying to talk all at the same time 
and all the stories were going, this man came up and he said the rebel literally tried cut off his face and you could see 
that. And a mother brought her 6-week-old baby that they just chopped the baby’s arm off. It was indiscriminate: it 
didn’t matter the age, the gender, anyone and everyone. And finally this slight woman made her way to the front. 
Everyone got quiet and she started talking. She said, the rebels came, they grabbed my 5-year-old daughter. I 
grabbed her back, like any mother would do. And then they took my 5-year-old daughter and they put her arm on 
the root of a cotton tree and with the machete they chopped it off. And then they took me, they put my arm on the 
root of a cotton tree and chopped it off. There they stood with no arms bellow their left elbows. That reporter was so 
kind and gracious and took pictures and listened more to their story. And that day, my heart was broken and 
walking back to our vehicle, that reporter said to me, “Jo Anne, this is the worst evil I have ever seen. What are you 
going to do about it?” And I remember that day responding, going through my mind, we didn’t begin to have the 
human resources or the capital resources for anything like this. I responded back to him, “Only God can do 
something.” And then, as I began to ponder evil, began to think of those words that Paul wrote to the Romans, that 
little fledgling church in Rome. And he said these words:  “Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” And then I began to ponder more. That reporter and I didn’t talk because we were both pondering in our 
minds. And then I began to ponder, wait a minute, that was in Rome, the church in Rome, that was a post-Pentecost 
church. Pentecost had happened, and now Paul even in that passage, repeats what Jesus says about feeding your 
enemies, doing good to your enemies, etc. and then says “Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” And then, I began to think about Pentecost. I began to think about that church in Rome. I began to remember 
that some of those people that were at Pentecost, Junia being one, went back to Rome and was a church planter as we 
would call this day. In a city, the most powerful city in the world at that time and the most pagan city and most 
secular city. In fact, philosophers taught at that time, that if you showed any kind of mercy you had a character flaw. 
Now think about that. In our own culture mercy is looked upon as gracious but I’m afraid in many places is not 
anymore. And then as you began to look at all the things that were happening in Rome at that time with no value for 
life and handicapped children thrown away, etc., etc. And how the church responded in not being overcome by evil 
but overcoming evil with good. And it’s not just good deeds, it’s God, is the power of God. It’s a transformation, the 
transforming power of God that does that. But then I began to back up in my mind even more. And I began to look 
at John the 14th chapter. And Jesus is having a conversation with Philip. And he says these words and I want them 
up on the screen at this time because I think, as I looked at the ping pong balls this morning in the first session, I 
thought, “I think this is what it’s about.” Read this aloud with me. “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me 
will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever 
you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I 
will do it.” 

Greater things. In this passage, the context of it, let’s back up a bit, in John the 14th chapter the context of these 
words is in a conversation that Jesus is having with Phillip. If you remember, I like to think of Philip as a good 
follower of Jesus, he was faithful. In fact, in the first chapter of John we find that Philip was the one who said to 
Nathaniel, “Nathaniel, that’s the Messiah.” And Nathaniel, we struggle with this one, Nathaniel says, “well, where is 
he from?” I’m not gonna follow anybody unless they’re from the right place, from the right family, you know. And 
he said, “well he’s from Nazareth.” “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” How many of us sitting here today 
can say, can anything good come out of that family?  Can any good come out of that country? Can any good come 
out of that city? But we have a God who redeems and a God who transforms and I am here to say God had a dream 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satconfplen-lyon-v2-1.m4v
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for you when you were born and many times we live out the script, the story that has been given to us. You can’t be 
this, you can’t do this, and when God begins to intersect your life He said no, I have another story for you. As we 
begin to follow Jesus Christ we begin to live out the story he had for us when we were born. And that’s what 
happened to Nathaniel at that time. And we know that later, Nathaniel believed but it was Phillip who already had 
seen and I love those words when Jesus says, Nathaniel, I see you. He sees us. He knows us. And so, we find Philip 
there, we find Philip with Jesus at the feeding of the 5 thousand as a matter of fact, in one of the accounts, Philip goes 
out and gets the stuff and brings it out to Jesus and he says, that sure isn’t gonna go very far. I sure would have said 
that too. And Jesus looks at Philip and says, today you’re gonna see something great. But you know what, Philip had 
ideas of what Jesus ought to be. And so, he’s not seeing all the stuff come to pass, come to pass. And in this 14th 
chapter we find that Philip says to Jesus, “well Jesus, tell me one more time, are you really the Son of God?” And 
Jesus looks at Philip, sees those doubts, we’ve all been there, sees those doubts and he says to Philip, “Philip, I’m in 
the Father, the Father is in me, we are one.” And he sees this blank look on Philip, he can’t quite get it cognitively. 
How about you, me sometimes we don’t get it cognitively. But then Jesus says to Philip, “Philip, then, if you can’t 
believe that, can you believe in me with the evidence of the miracles?” Sometimes we have to go back and say, okay, 
God showed up here. God showed up here. God showed up here. It is not all cognitive, it’s about experience as well. 
And so I think, Philip began to say, oh yes I was out there with the 5 thousand, I saw blind eyes open, I saw ears 
open and then, Jesus says these words. “Philip, you’re gonna do what I’ve done.” I think Philip could have passed 
out then because he was already having doubts. And to say that Philip would do what Jesus had done. And then 
Jesus just kicks it up another notch and he says, “you’re gonna do greater things that I have done.” But the key to this 
verse is that last clause, because I am going to the Father. Philip had no idea what that meant and he had no idea that 
in a few weeks his life would be turned upside down even worse. Because here was Jesus and he put his whole heart 
and mind into following Jesus and the next thing he sees is Jesus is arrested. That was not the plan. And then Jesus is 
put on a cross and Jesus is dead. Now everything looks terrible. And I think this happens to us many times in our 
ministries and in our work, we are working hard and we are doing everything that we can and then it looks like it 
just has come to a halt.  I think all of us in this room has experienced that. It looks like it’s flatlined. What is 
happening? What about that dream I had at the beginning? What about that I thought could take place? What about 
that? And then we see during this death of Jesus, finally the disciples don’t know what to do they kinda wonder 
around, kinda go back to what they used to do for a short period of time. And then what happens on that great 
Sunday, is the resurrection. And I just wanna say, I wanna insert here that God gives us vision, ministry and dreams 
and many times it looks as if they have come crashing down and they will because many times they are only our 
dreams and not God’s dreams. And there comes a resurrection and when the resurrection comes, you’re gonna give 
God glory and not yourself. And so, that’s what we find. And then Jesus is resurrected and then we see Jesus with 
the disciples teaching them and I love the barbecues he has on the beach and all that with the disciples and then one 
day he says, I’m going away. But I want you to go to that room. There’s a room I want you to go to and I want you to 
be there for 10 days until something happens. Now 120 people went, I think there were more but they couldn’t 
believe, they went away, they didn’t continue to follow. And I think that’s one of the things with our discipleship is 
we need to continue to follow. We many times miss out on the greatest thing God has because we give up too soon. 
We give up, He doesn’t want us to give up. Keep moving. And so those 120 went into the upper room and I’ve often 
wondered, that room must have been very smelly. A hundred and twenty people up there and no showers? You 
know the weather was a little warm. I can’t imagine what that room was like. But you know I find as I read about 
those in that upper room the interesting thing was they didn’t go up there and play games. They had to get 
forgiveness from each other. They had to work together. They had to get to unity. Now I don’t know in that room 
they suddenly loved each other and fell in love with each other and never wanted to part. But you know what? They 
fell in love with the vision and the mission God had given them. Scripture tells us they came in unity and unity with 
that mission and vision. I wanna say that we as a people called Methodist, 80 million of us, that’s a lot of folks, 
people. God can do a lot with us. And if we can get focused on the mission and vision God has for us literally at this 
time in history, the world can be turned upside down for his glory. And justice and peace can reign. And so what 
happened that day at Pentecost? They got focused on that. And then as you know, I’m telling you a story you know 
but many times we need to repeat the stories of who we are. And that day that mighty rushing wind blew through 
the wind of the Holy Spirit. Scriptures tells us that fire sat on their head. They were filled and suddenly they were 
courageous. They were no longer behind locked doors. They no longer feared the people on the streets. Historians 
tells us that there were 4 million people on the streets of Jerusalem that day because they were celebrating the feast of 
Pentecost which was the writing of the law and they had done this for centuries. But this was a different time. And I 
go back to that passage in Jeremiah 31 that says, there will be a day when I will write my law on their hearts. That 
had been written 500 years ago. But this was that day. And the Holy Spirit came and suddenly they burst out of 
those doors and they went to the streets and they went to people to whom they had been prejudiced against. Talk 
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about racism, there was a lot going on there. They went to people they didn’t like. They went to people they feared. 
They went to people they never wanted to be around. And God gave them, the Holy Spirit in them gave them 
courage and boldness.  

And I want to say, it’s interesting to me when you start looking at the breath of God, we sing about the breath of 
God. We go back to creation, scriptures say that God breathed in the chaos of the universe and creation happened 
and God spoke. And God said this is good. Then we see those dry bones in Ezekiel and God breathed on those dry 
bones and those bones began to connect and God said this is life. And then we see when Jesus was baptized and God 
spoke out of the heavens and thundered, this is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased. We find other places 
where God thunders out of heaven and says things. And then when Jesus was here He spoke through Him. But my 
friends, on Pentecost day, the beginning of the church, the Holy Spirit came and God chose to no longer thunder out 
of heaven. He chose to speak through you and through me. That has been for 2,000 years. Can you grasp that? Now, 
if I were God I would not have done it that way because I would never have trusted me and I would have never 
trusted you. I would want to be in charge. But God chose to speak to this world for 2,000 years through us, his Holy 
Spirit in us. And you know it’s interesting to me, then the courage and the love and the fear was gone. The baptism 
of love that took place when the Holy Spirit comes in and still does today. And even when we follow bashful, fearful 
Philip, we find in the 8th chapter of Acts, Philip goes to one of the darkest cities in Samaria and takes the gospel. In 
that same chapter we find out that Philip also speaks to the Ethiopian eunuch and is bold and says let’s just baptize 
you right here. And the gospel goes to Africa. It’s interesting to me when we follow historically that Thomas went to 
India and actually in one trip Philip accompanied Thomas to the country of India. And those of you here from the 
country of India know about the church of St. Thomas that is still in existence today. And there are accounts that 
Philip even went to what we know today as Iran with the gospel of Jesus. Talk about greater things. I think they 
began to grasp what greater things meant, don’t you? And God still wants to do greater things through us. Well it’s 
interesting to me, when we take a look at this, we see it is this infilling, absolutely, overwhelming feeling of love and 
I’m not talking about some little flimsy love, sentimental love but love that comes from the very heart and soul. It’s 
the cleansing of our own heart that gives us permission to love each other. Gives us the power to love each other in 
those contexts. I’m gonna take a skip now over to John Wesley. It’s interesting to me how the world in our context 
today is very interested in Wesley. As it was mentioned earlier, I happen to be on President Obama’s council on faith 
and neighborhood partnerships. So my first meeting there we had to go around the circle and tell who we were etc. 
So I gave a little bit about John Wesley and what he had done and afterward some powerful person in Washington 
came to me and said, “you know, I never get tired of hearing those stories about John Wesley. It gives me so much 
hope.” And that’s our heritage my friends. That’s something we stand on. It’s interesting when we think about John 
Wesley. We look at his heartwarming experience. I’ll just read to remind us again on May 24, 1738 he said “I felt my 
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ alone for salvation and an assurance was given me that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” Suddenly he discovered faith.  Prior to 
Aldersgate he used the work faith 7 times and following, his sermons were filled with the word faith. They can’t 
even count. I wanna give a shout out to our Brazilian friends. Are you here? I wanna tell you, I don’t think any other 
country has done this. I was in Brazil a few years ago with some of our Methodist brothers and sisters down there 
and one of the congressman took me to the congress in Brasilia and told me about your warm heart day. Right? And 
you know what these folks have done? They have put through congress in Brazil a national holiday that’s called the 
Warm Heart day on May 24th. How about that? I’m proud of you all. And I think this is fantastic. The whole country 
of Brazil knows that, my daughter-in-law happens to be Brazilian, graduate of the Methodist University. And she’s 
so proud, she tells me all the time, we need to celebrate this in the United States! I said you go to congress then 
maybe we can try to do that here, I don’t know. That’s a great witness. Thank you, thank you for what you have 
done. And how people began to know. But you know, one of the things we know about John Wesley is that he was 
able to so wonderfully began to integrate what it meant to live a holy life, holiness and at the same time transform a 
nation. They are not separate. 

Joe Dongell who is a professor at of Asbury Seminary states “After reading through Wesley for myself, it 
seemed to me that love rushed through all 14 volumes like a tsunami.” In this love we are not talking about a 
sentimental flimsy, conditional love. In fact, I travel a lot so I’m in airports a lot I must confess I eavesdrop on a lot of  
people’s cell phone conversations. I guess my life is so boring I have to see what theirs is, I don’t know. But you 
know, I hear most people conclude their conversations with love ya. And I thought, if we had that much pure, spirit-
filled love our love would be different. So we are not afraid to say it. But that’s not the kind of love I’m talking about.  
He goes on to say, “the love poured out by God through the Spirit is a mighty force set loose in the deepest chambers 
of the heart and community, manifesting a host of powerful internal and external effects.” That is very powerful, can 
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we grasp that?  Wesley spoke of this infused love as expelling sin from the heart. And then when we began to see it 
in action, just to remind us again, where we are, where Wesley was, is at this junction that is not personal piety and 
nor justice over here but they are combined together. In fact, I think it’s the lived out version of Amos’ words “Let 
justice roll down like a river and righteousness like a never failing stream.” We can’t have one without the other.  

If we take a quick review of what happened in the country of England during those days. The child labor laws 
that were changed and Wesley saw child labor, he said this can’t be, these children need to learn. These children are 
made in the image of God, just because they’re poor it doesn’t mean they should work on the coal mines. The laws 
were changed. I love the corn laws. At that time the price of ale had become high because people were buying a lot of 
ale for grain, I mean the price of grain had become high. And poor people could not buy bread. And he could have 
said all you rich people take bread to the poor people but he said the law needs to be changed. Justice, systemic evil. 
Change the law so that it is fair to all. And then of course literacy for the poor and for women and of course slavery. 
The last letter that Wesley wrote was to Wilberforce. And he talked about the evil institution of slavery. And then he 
has a line in that letter that says and the vilest of all is the slavery in the United States, so vile the sun has never seen 
such vileness.  

Today as we look at our world in the tradition of Wesley and the scripture that we had and then the experience 
and reason, we look at our world today. Just a few things: gender based violence, 27 million slaves, racism, tribalism, 
poverty, inequality, climate change, 65 million refugees, and 40 million more internally displaced people. And I 
could go on and on with the list. And you sitting here have your own list from your own country or your own 
region. Do we just say, well, that’s just the way it is, I can’t do anything more about this. After all I have to go to a 
committee meeting. We Methodists are wonderful on those. After all I have to make sure so and so isn’t mad at me.  
After all I have to keep this institution going. I’m here to say folks, those are diversions. Those can become 
distractions of the great ministry, the greater things that God has.  

The last two verses of this passage are this, “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son will 
bring glory to the Father.  You may ask for anything in my name, and I will do it.” Ask, are we asking about these 
kinds of issues? Are we asking that God to open a door for us to somehow see this changed? The world doesn’t have 
to be the way it is. God has called you, He’s thundering through you, through me. He is calling to bring the kingdom 
of heaven to earth. He is calling us. He will open doors, do you hear him opening the doors? Do you have the 
courage to walk through? Ask. Too many times in our prayers we are fearful to ask.  I’ve heard people say I really 
don’t want to ask God cause what if He doesn’t answer then I kinda embarrass God. Don’t worry, He can handle it. 
Ask. And I say to you this afternoon, what is your ask? I’ve had many of those in my life. I remember when I came in 
touch with human trafficking. In 1996, I was in Cambodia. At the end of my time there they said you need to come to 
this street, we don’t know what to call it but there are 3,000 kids there. Today they tell us there are 15,000. They 
didn’t even have a name, human trafficking was not even a name we had at that time. I’ll never forget walking down 
and there were wooden structures on both sides of the streets. And children sitting in those plastic chairs for sale. I 
couldn’t grasp it. There were two other women with me. Finally, after we walked and walked I took a picture and 
the pimp tried to get my camera.  I was able to keep it and we kept walking. This was at 10 o’clock in the morning. 
Finally, we couldn’t take it any longer and we stopped at a street corner, just the four of us. There was a missionary 
with us. He was tired and worn out and we were three old ladies. Three old ladies and a tired old missionary, that’s 
a weak prayer group. And none of us had any resources. I had just started World Hope, didn’t have any resources. 
We prayed, Lord, in the face of this evil, who are we but we know you are a mighty God. Here we are, work through 
us in ways that you want to work through. The next day we had the opportunity to help a family start a business and 
I thought, that’s a great answer to that prayer, that’s what I thought. But you know what, we didn’t begin to know 
how God answered that prayer. And I can tell you many stories that took place in that. But God opened doors 
beyond my imagination and I moved to Washington, D.C. at that time that’s when the President and the State 
Department began to get involved and I was there. I never dreamed in a thousand year that would happen. A 
coalition came together and a variety, variety of things happened. But I’m here to say there were thousands of other 
people praying so I’m not gonna say that was my prayer but you know what, if I had never prayed, I would not have 
been involved. Because of that prayer thousands and thousands of children were prevented from being trafficked 
and thousands have been rescued and are living productive lives this day. This is about asking, asking beyond. 
Asking beyond. I’ve been in and out of Cambodia at times and they said to me Jo Anne have you been to such and 
such street? And I said you know what, I haven’t been there since that time. So we’re gonna take you out there and I 
couldn’t believe it when I saw structures were gone. White chairs were not there. Children were playing in the street 
like normal. And they said, you won’t believe this. A brothel that had been the most vile brothel in that community 
is now a church and a community center. That’s the redemptive power that God does. And I sat there with that 
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Cambodian pastor and I said I can’t believe it and he said, God told us to move into the neighborhood. I thought 
about the way Eugene Peterson translates John 1:14, ‘the word became flesh and moved into the neighborhood.’ 
That’s us.  And I sat there with young people who would have been sold or dead by now and they’re sitting there 
about their dreams of being doctors, lawyers, missionaries, teachers, pastors, etc. Transformation. Things don’t have 
to be the way they are. The power of God brings about the transformation. As we look at this passage it says ask. 
Don’t be afraid.  

In Sierra Leone, I said, only God can do something. And, well, God showed up. And God began to open doors 
beyond anything. That Washington Post reporter he kept writing and said do something, do something. We don’t 
have any money. We can’t do anything.  One day he wrote me and he said a foundation in Grand Britain wants to 
put arms on Mrs. Kamar and her daughter. Now you have some money. Get busy! Nothing like a Washington Post 
reporter being God in your back. God opened doors and we opened an amputee care center. One day I got a call 
from a woman who told me she’s famous model and she lost her leg and she knew what we were doing and she 
wanted to help. I don’t keep up with the modeling world as you can tell so when I hung up some of my young staff 
said Jo Anne, that’s Paul McCarty’s then wife Heather Mills, she’s on the face of People Magazine. I’m People 
Magazine challenged I guess. So I didn’t know that but I sure wanted to take her money. And it was great. And they 
were wonderful. And they sent an inventor to work together with the materials that were there and I could go on 
and on with stories and the transformations that took place. You know the thing that I love? I kept hearing, the word 
on the street was go to the world hope center, God is there. Yes, they were physically and medically helped, but God 
is there. Isn’t that what we want? God is there.  

As so, we look at our world, probably this amputee has the best story for us. One day, one of our amputees was 
walking down the street. He came face-to-face with the man that cut off his arm, the rebel soldier. He said, I wanted 
to run, I was scared. I would be too. It was as if God but a rod right up my back. I walked up to that rebel soldier, put 
out my arm to him, my prosthetic arm and said, ‘before Jesus and world hope gave me this limb I would have 
sought vengeance but today I can forgive you.’ I thought about that. How many times when someone hurts my 
feelings. I don’t want to forgive them. I want to hold on to the unforgiveness. But here is a part of a body that won’t 
grow back again, it will never be the same. That day that rebel soldier kept holding on to my prosthetic arm, I didn’t 
know what to do. I was scared and I looked up on his face and here it was this evil wicked rebel soldier, tears 
running down his face and he said these words. I never thought I could know forgiveness.  

My friends, there’s a world out there that don’t know they can know forgiveness. That day that amputee 
literally became Jesus to that evil, wicked - he had done evil wicked deeds - soldier. That’s what we’re being called to 
this world. All these issues I just listed and you can list many more. I want us to close today. And I want us to close 
with prayer. And I want some silent prayer during this time. And I want you to ask everything that’s on this list and 
on your list are things that bring glory to God. They’re not bringing glory to you. He desires for you to ask. In this 
discourse of Jesus, 8 times the word ask is there. He wants you to ask. And I think that it would be so powerful if 
from this great conference, you’ve had powerful preachers and speakers. That we would go somehow as people 
called Methodist and the world will not be the same because of the opportunity God has placed before us.  

Just the other day I was on a call from the Council of Faith from the White House. And as you know here in the 
United States we are having a lot of difficulties on racial issues that are just breaking our hearts. And I was in this call 
with the Department of Justice and Health and Human Services and Homeland Security and we were all talking about 
policy and different issues. And at the end of the call one of the leading attorneys from the Justice Department said these 
words, finally folks, you faith leaders, what we’re talking about is a heart issue and you are the only ones that can help us. It 
still brings tears to my eyes when I say that my friends because I’m thinking you know, this is the time when God is calling 
His people. Heart issue, only God can handle the heart issue. And the bottom line is this is how things will be transformed, 
the transforming power of God in people’s hearts. He’s calling you and me as leaders at this time and when I hear someone 
like that powerful attorney saying that what we’re dealing with is a heart issue. Could our grandchildren have the story to 
say about us that we have about John Wesley? Could our great grandchildren when it come to the issue of slavery say the 
same thing about us today? Could racial healing take place? I use that word healing specifically. Because reconciliation means 
once we were together and we are not together again. No, we’ve never been together. It’s about racial healing. Could we be 
that kingdom of God on earth that gives that example of what that is like. I believe we can. We go back to Pentecost, the 
beginning of the church. The power of God in each of us is beyond who we are. God wants to do that.  

I want us to close today, I want us to take a few minutes and pray. If you want to write sometimes down, I know I need 
to write it down because we get so busy that I forget I prayed, God has answered and I’ve moved on to something else. So if 
you feel like God wants you to write some things down go ahead and we will take a few minutes of silence.  
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Lord we thank you for your presence in this place today. Thank you for the people of God called Methodists. We thank 
you for the heritage you have given us. But we can’t just lean on that heritage. You want to build a people of God now and 
for the future. I thank you for the prayers that have been prayed in this room today. I thank you that they have risen up to 
you as sweet incense. And I thank you for the answers that have already begun. And I thank you for the power of the Holy 
Spirit that so fills every person in this room. That we will have the courage and the love, overwhelming love that comes over 
us like a tsunami that does the work you want. Lord I just sense in my own spirit that today you are doing some new things. 
Help us not to be fearful. Help us to be obedient and help us to know that you want us to do greater things than we can even 
imagine. Lord, your imagination is greater than ours. So I pray that you will even break our imagination that it will be like 
yours. I thank you that you want to answer every one of these prayers even more than we even want them answered. 
Because you’re seeing your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. This I ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
God bless you. 
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ONE MISSION – BLAST OFF! 
Saturday: One Mission – Closing Worship, September 3 

Bishop Ivan Abrahams, Rev. Dr. J.C. Park, Ms. Gillian Kingston 

Conference Video: http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satpm-abrahams-1.m4v  

 

Ivan: (John Wesley: A Life and Legacy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BED1z_BAwt8.) We are 

benefactors of a great legacy and hiers of a rich legacy to build upon! 

During the past three days we have been on an exciting journey in which we had a veritable feast of Methodist 

understanding what it means to be “ONE.” The plenary speakers, as well as the group leaders, helped us explore 

what it means to: 

 believe in ONE GOD,   

 profess ONE FAITH,  

 be ONE PEOPLE 

 And engage in ONE MISSION. 

Gillian: Diversity is a key asset of the World Methodist Council which represents 80 denominations, all with 

Wesleyan roots, but each with its own structure and governance. We are more that 82 million members from 134 

countries. It has been said that the sun never sets on the Methodist Movement for we are found in every nook and 

cranny of God’s good earth.  

J.C.: Diversity alone cannot serve as a conceptual anchor of an organization. Every well-ordered organization 

shares a uniting tenet, and this fact gives rise to the fundamental underlying principle of the 2016 Conference. The 

member churches are not ONE because they are UNIFORM but rather because they are UNITED. 

Methodism does not require or even expect of its members UNIFORMITY in opinions or modes of public 

worship, but only a desire to do no harm, do good and love God with all our heart and to serve the best interest of 

God’s people. 

In the World Methodist Council, we celebrate our DIVERSITY but also provide vehicles through which the 

charisms within the Methodist family can be shared in programs of unity and mission.   

Ivan: In the sweep of Christian history, the Methodist Movement is a relative newcomer and is still being 

formed and transformed and will no doubt continue beyond our lifetime. 

We have been reminded on many occasions that this is only the 21st World Methodist Conference. In actual fact, 

the Conference has come of age and where better to throw a 21st birthday bash than in Houston, a city which is a 

microcosm of the world with people from more than 135 nations living here speaking over 100 different languages 

and where almost a quarter of the population is under the age of 16. 

Gillian: The fact that we are meeting here in Houston, the home of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) serves to emphasize our intent to marvel at the mystery and be struck with awe and wonder 

at the unfathomable love of God who created the universe with millions of stars each with its own galaxy. 

When the Psalmist contemplated the works of creation, he felt compelled to declare; “When I look at the night sky 

and see the work of your fingers the moon and the stars you set in place what are mere mortals that you should think about them, 

human beings that you should care for them? Yet you made them only a little lower than the angels and crowned them with 

glory and honor”. (Ps 8:3-5 New Living Translation) 

http://worldmethodistconference.com/wp-content/uploads/wmc2016-videos/Wmc16-satpm-abrahams-1.m4v
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BED1z_BAwt8
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 J.C.: From different cities around the world, we watched and listened to many countdowns leading to the 

launching of spacecraft into orbit around the earth, but none was more epic than July 16, 1967, when Neil 

Armstrong, Edwin Aldrin, and Michael Collins blasted off from Cape Kennedy in Florida on a journey to the moon.  

I can still hear …..12, 11, 10, 9, ignition sequence start, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, zero…all engines are running……we have a 

liftoff, liftoff on Apollo 11. 

Ivan: With every launch we hear the climatic cry from this very city which is the nerve center, ground control 

for NASA, “liftoff, we have a liftoff.” The three of us on stage together with the Steering Committee and Council 

members want to shout out today, “liftoff, we have a liftoff” as we seek to lead the global Methodist family on a 

MISSION JOURNEY in ways that we have only dreamt of before.    

Gillian: As a layperson called to give leadership on this journey let me share something about myself. I come 

from the Republic of Ireland. Both sides of my father’s family have been Methodist for generations, so Methodism is 

in my DNA! There is a tradition of service in my family: one cousin is a Methodist minister, another is a priest in the 

Church of Ireland, a third is a church youth worker and a further two have been mission partners in Cote d’Ivoire. I 

am one of Mr. Wesley’s preachers (a local preacher).  

Some seven years ago, my church voted to appoint a Lay Leader to serve alongside the President. It was my 

privilege to be the first person so appointed.  

The Methodist Church in Ireland is the smallest of the four main-stream Christian churches in Ireland, having a 

membership of some 22,800 and a community role of 45,200. That said, the church has produced people of significant 

leadership, particularly through the troubled period of 1969 to 1998, one of whom, the Revd Dr Harold Good, 

recipient of the World Methodist Peace Award 2007, has been with us at this Conference. The relationship of the 

Methodist Church in Ireland with the (Anglican) Church of Ireland has set a pattern for Methodist/Anglican 

relations in other parts of the world. 

At Durban 2011, I was appointed to the Steering Committee to represent the European region; following the 

untimely death of Bishop Sarah Davis early in the quinquennium, I was invited to act as interim Vice President. Prior 

to that, I was the Programme Chair for the World Methodist Conference in Seoul, South Korea, in 2006. - hence my 

great pleasure in serving alongside the President, the Revd Professor Jong Chun Park.  I have also served on the 

Methodist/Roman Catholic International Commission from 1986-2006  

Two verses of Scripture inform my hopes and dreams for the people called Methodist;  

The first is Jesus’ prayer for his followers on the night before he died – that they may become completely one, so that 

the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. (John 17:23) 

The second is the Apostle Peter’s injunction to the early church: in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be 

ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and reverence. (1 Peter 3:15-16) 

As the people called Methodist, friends of all and enemies of none, we are called to work with all who name the 

name of Jesus Christ in the proclamation of the Gospel to God’s world. The Council’s dialogues with other Christian 

World Communions have constituted some of the best work it has done; the superb body of documentation 

accumulated needs more widely to be read and assimilated as we work together towards the Kingdom.  

As John Wesley said in his Letter to a Roman Catholic (Dublin 1749), Let us…endeavour to help each other on in 

whatever we are agreed leads to the kingdom. So far as we can, let us always rejoice to strengthen each other’s hands in God. 

But, more than that, each of us needs to have a deep personal faith, we must each be able to articulate that faith 

and we each have a responsibility to be aware of the context in which we ‘offer Christ’ to others. This was vital for 

the early church; it remains vital for today. 
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Ireland is part of what is sometimes called the Celtic Fringe. The Celtic people lived across Europe from Galatia 

to Spain, gradually being driven west by the Romans.  Scholars differ as to whether there ever was a Celtic church as 

such, but there certainly was a unique Christian blossoming of an earlier pagan culture in these regions. There are 

features of this which remain important to us, such as 

 a sacramental view of life and creation; seeing God in God’s world; 

 an innate sense of hospitality; ‘oft God comes in the stranger’s guise’; 

 a thrust towards mission, seen in the journeying of saints like Columbanus to Europe in the seventh 

century and still evident in Irish missionaries of all Christian traditions.  

 a strong Trinitarian theology perhaps most memorably put in the great hymn we know as The 

Breastplate of St Patrick  

 

I bind unto myself the name, 

The strong name of the Trinity, 

By invocation of the same, 

The Three in One and One in Three 

Of whom all nature hath creation, 

Eternal Father, Spirit, word,  

Praise to the Lord of my salvation:  

Salvation is of Christ the Lord. 

…so that is where I am coming from, spiritually, theologically and by birth! 

  

J.C.: As the President Elect and soon to be President of the World Methodist Council it is important that you 

know “When God calls, He gives grace.”(John Wesley) We are ordinary but the grace of God transforms us to live 

the extraordinary journey of faith.  

I was born in 1954 one year after the Korean War was over. Having been thrown by the divine providence into 

the devastated land, I have never stopped seeking to overcome the unjustifiable suffering entangled in the tragedy of 

fratricidal war. 

Growing up in the Methodist family, the greatest thing in my entire life was that the crucified God in Christ 

reconciling the world unto Himself encountered me at the age of 17. Since then I have joyfully committed my soul 

and my life to spreading the Gospel. 

“I do believe and I now believe that Jesus died for me!”(Charles Wesley) Only the power of the Gospel can heal 

the wounded sin-sick souls in our world today. This is true not only among the long divided and conflict-ridden 

Korean peninsula bus also in all over the places where the basic human rights are violated.  

This is the time for us, people called Methodist, to be united to reclaim our Wesleyan heritage of doctrine, 

discipline, and the spirit of self-denial in order to combat the ineffectiveness of our churches and our seminaries. 

Discerning the signs and wonders of our time, let us rejoice that the Holy Spirit has already begun the long-delayed 

Third Great Awakening on the edges of global North as well as the margins of global South and East. 

Please listen carefully those who have ears to hear: “He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making 

everything new!” (Revelation: 21:5) Amen!  

Ivan: As we head out on a new trajectory for the next five years, I am of the firm conviction that the World 

Methodist Council is a privileged instrument, a gift of service which holds together Methodists throughout the 

world. It has a distinct convening role within the Wesleyan family to give voice and bear common witness as we 

respond to the issues of the day.  
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I marvel how often people ask me, “when did you become a Methodist” not “when did you become a 

Christian?” I usually respond that I was a Methodist while I was in my mother’s womb as I heard the Wesleyan 

hymns and felt my mother moving to the African beat. I heard readings from the Bible and the Methodist Book of 

Discipline while I suckled my mother’s breast because all her children went with her to every church meeting, 

women’s gatherings and choir practice. Methodism is part of my DNA and courses through my veins. 

I was raised in a home on a diet of hymns, bible verses, and freedom songs. In the African worldview, there is 

no dichotomy between the secular and sacred. God is Lord of all creation.  

From a very early age, my life was irreparably shaped on the anvil of the struggle for justice and peace. It 

provided the metaphors and cultural touchstones and the prism through which I see the world. I bring the African 

concept of Ubuntu to our mission understanding, “I am because we are, and we are because I am”. We are one 

human family grounded in respect and dignity under the reign of God. 

My ministry has been weighted on the side of peace, justice, and reconciliation to build a better world and a 

more caring humanity. It is this Gospel imperative and a deep faith that drives me.   

I have been deeply influenced by feminist theologian Letty Russell’s seminal work, “Table of the Round” where 

she cast a vision of an egalitarian church and society. There is place at the table for everyone. I am passionately 

committed to working towards making this a reality  

It is a privilege to be part of this great Movement which is sufficient for every personal and social need to 

transform the world.  

  Gillian: To stay together as “the people called Methodist’ is not enough, we must move forward to serve the 

present age. The philosopher, Victor Hugo, once observed “Nothing is more powerful than an idea whose time has 

come.”  

As we enter this second half of this second decade of the new millennium, “our time has come”. We have never 

been religiously and socially timid or intellectually faint-hearted. Let us boldly reaffirm our commitment to the 

world that God so loves.  

We are engaged in the missio Dei or “God’s mission”. From our Trinitarian understanding of the divine, we 

need to see the world as ONE household of God. 

The experience of ONENESS with our fellow human beings will be incomplete without ONENESS with nature 

and all living things on this fragile planet we call home. Human beings are the pinnacle of God’s creation; we are 

endowed with the greatest gift and responsibility to care for our sisters, brothers, and creation in “world building” 

with God. (Genesis 1:28).  

J.C.: As we read the signs of the time and engage in the CARE OF CREATION we will recover a vision for 

ourselves and the Church to once again become an outward-looking people, an embodiment of hope for the world 

that God so loves. 

As Christians, we have a natural instinct to see the survival of our churches as our raison d'etre. The Gospels 

rather suggest that Jesus and his early followers were less passionate about maintaining institutions than 

TRANSFORMING people and inaugurating God’s dynamic reign of justice and peace. Our primary calling is to be 

“KINGDOM PEOPLE” following Jesus in the company of John Wesley and his band of preachers.  

Ivan: God is the source of mission and our participation in the missio Dei must always be transformative. The 

Triune God sent both the Son and the Holy Spirit to create, sustain and redeem all creation. God is active in mission 

in the world to bring the world unto Godself, and we are called to be a co-worker in the mission of God.  
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Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ in her song of praise declared; “He has stretched out his mighty arm and 

scattered the proud with all their plans. He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones and lifted the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty handed.”   

Gillian: We must hear the cries of the poor and the groans of creation; we must disabuse ourselves of the idea 

that those on the margins of society are the recipients of mission. Rather, they are active agents in mission 

confronting the “powers and principalities of the world” which oppress and breed injustice.  

J.C.: It is only through authentic living and faithful proclamation that we engage in mission. We participate in 

God’s Mission as we together with all people of goodwill confront systemic injustice and oppression and work 

towards the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom on earth. Wesleyans do this through “Works of Piety” (seeking inner 

peace with God through prayer, study of the scriptures, fasting and sharing in the sacraments) and “Works of Mercy 

(acts of compassion and working to eradicate injustice). 

Ivan: Let me relate a Christian legend about an angel who questioned Jesus after the ascension. “Where have 

you been?” she enquired. Jesus answered; “I’ve been on earth.” The angel asked; “For how long?” Jesus replied; “For 

thirty years.” The angel then asked: “And so how did it go?” to which Jesus responded; “They crucified me.” And 

the angel said, “Well, well, well so you must have caused a stir and had wide influence.” Jesus said, “I had eleven 

friends.” Then, looking very puzzled the angel asked, “What then will become of your work?” To which Jesus 

responded; “I left it in the hands of my friends.” “What if they fail?” the angel enquired. And Jesus said, “I don’t 

have any other plans.”  

Together: God’s mission is in our hands. We are God’s hands, feet, and voice.  

Gillian: Nelson Mandela, world figure and recipient of the 2000 World Methodist Peace Award, once 

commented that; “We can change the world and make it a better place. It is in your hands to make a difference.” 

(Screen one of Mandela images with the quote) 

Methodism is a transforming discipleship movement; the local church is its primary unit of transformation. The 

local church is the mission frontier and must be a source of life and spiritual energy in the community it serves.  

J.C.: John Wesley was of the firm in his conviction that “Religion must not go from the greatest to the least, or 

the power would appear to be of men”. (Journal May 21, 1764, Works21:466) As we stand in solidarity with the poor 

and oppressed, we will more fully identify the contradictions in society, embrace hope and work towards the 

promising future that God holds out for all persons.  

It is important for Christians to realize that they are not self-initiators of justice but are merely responding to 

God’s justice. No matter how much one seeks to be for God’s justice, human justice is only a pale reflection of God’s 

justice.  

As contemporary heirs of Mr. Wesley, we remind ourselves that our roots are firmly planted in the doctrine of 

sanctification, for this reason, “we were raised up, to spread Scriptural holiness throughout our land(s)” and to share 

in the momentous task of being “co-creators”- agents of transformation.   

Ivan: It is as we draw on our heritage and again link faith and works, pietism and social action, spirituality and 

political engagement that this groaning world in travail will be transformed into a new world of justice and peace 

where human security will become a reality.  

Gillian: There have been seismic shifts in the global Christian landscape, these have been referred to by mission 

scholar, Dr. Lamin Sanneh as “The post-Western Christian awakening.” This should encourage Methodists to ask the 

compelling question: “How do we engage in “one mission” especially where the center of gravity of Christianity has 

moved to the global south and where Methodist around the globe faces different cultural, racial and economic 

contexts?” 
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J.C. The Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah, a missiologist and Methodist minister from Sri Lanka argues that mission 

means different things for different people especially for those in Latin America, Asia and Africa where “Christian 

missions got mixed up with conquest (and) was affected by the unholy alliance of Evangelization, Colonization and 

Westernization” He encourages us to search for alternative mission paradigms and presents four thesis. 

Thesis One; We need to move away from an understanding of mission that divides and recover the biblical 

message that God intends to bring the whole creation unto Godself.   

Thesis Two; We need to move away from the traditional anthropology that has given rise to the doctrinal 

formulations that underpin the traditional concepts of mission and re-imagine the reason and goal of mission, 

discipleship to new values of the Reign of God.  

Thesis Three; we need to move away from mission that targets other religious communities for conversion. This 

does not mean that all religions are the same, but other religions are not our enemies.  

Thesis Four; Christian mission relates to the values that Jesus stood for; those that embrace the values of the 

Reign of God. Therefore, we can collaborate with all groups, including religious groups and those with no religious 

labels, in promoting the life-centered values of the Reign of God. (Lecture delivered at Drew University, New Jersey, 

Mission Impossible? Reimaging a credible Mission for Today see also Your God, My God, Our God-Rethinking 

Christian Theology for Religious Plurality – WCC publications, 2012).      

Ivan: Dr. Ariarajah’s four theses resonate with the core values and vision of the World Methodist Council. The 

Council through its structures and understanding of mission is strategically placed to build bridges across the chasm 

in the world to; share the good news of Christ, call people to faithful discipleship, work alongside the poor and 

marginalized to transform society, strengthen the ecumenical movement, care for creation and build relationships 

with people of faith and no faith.   

Gillian: We invite you to step out in faith and hope and love with Christ Jesus to engage in God’s Mission. 

Marcel Proust once said; “The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes but in having new 

eyes.” (http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marcelprou107111.html)  

The prophet Isaiah encourages us to watch for the new things that God is doing in our midst. I believe that there 

are signs everywhere that something new is trying to be born and the exciting thing is we can be part of it. (Isaiah 

43:19) 

J.C.: We are witnesses to the power of God and can testify that no situation is irredeemable when we are 

touched by Almighty God. Although the journey is difficult and sometimes it seems as if the road of life goes uphill, 

we live in the confidence and hope that justice and mercy can kiss. (Psalm 85:10) and that the lamb and the lion can 

learn to eat together. (Isaiah 11:6)   

We are a people of hope. Jürgen Moltmann says that; 

“Living without hope is like no longer living. Hell is hopelessness, and it is not for nothing that at the entrance 

to Dante’s Hell there stand the words, “Abandon hope, all ye who enter here”.   (J. Moltmann; Theology of Hope, 

p.32 ) 

Gillian: There are wonderful markers in our past but we are eternal optimists, prisoners of hope who 

passionately believe that the glory days of Methodism don’t lay behind us but rather in the future. As Mr. Wesley, 

declared “the best is yet to be”. Therefore, let us work together to write a new chapter in the history of Methodism.  

Ivan: We may not be able to take you on an epic journey to the moon but we can leave our imprint on society 

and make a difference in the world like the lepers who at the siege of Samaria stood tall and the Syrian army thought 

they were under attack by giants and fled abandoning their tents, horses, and donkeys, leaving their camp. When the 

lepers took over the abandoned camp after eating and drinking said; “We have good news, and we should not keep 

it to ourselves.” 2 Kings 7:9        

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marcelprou107111.html
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J.C.: As we prepare to travel to our homes in different parts of the world let us not leave before hearing the 

words of Jesus to each one of us gathered here; "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." Let 

us reconnect to our Wesleyan spiritual moorings and recalibrate our moral compasses as we prepare to write a new 

chapter in our missionary history. 

Gillian:  Honouring the South African women who marched to the Union Buildings in Pretoria against the 

notorious pass laws in 1956, the American poet, June Jordaan told the United Nations, “We are the ones we have 

been waiting for.”  In other words, change is in your hands, act now!  

In Acts 22, Paul recounts his conversion to the Jews in Jerusalem and concludes by asking; “And now what are 

you waiting for, Get up be baptized and have your sins washed away.” And now what are we waiting for…. We are 

on a new mission trajectory. 

Together: Houston we have a liftoff; we have a liftoff to change the world! (Liftoff of Apollo 11 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UExTN3_UOIY) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UExTN3_UOIY
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Minutes of the 2016 Pre- Conference 

World Methodist Council Meeting 

30-31 August, 2016 – Houston, Texas 

Tuesday August 30 

I. Introductions and Instruction 

Bishop Paulo Lockmann, President, welcomed Council Members. The bar was set and 

registration sign in sheet was circulated. 

A. Substitutions 

1. Luke Curren will be substituted by Doug Swanney (MC in Britain). 

2. Rev M.A. Daniel will replace Bishop Taranath Sagar (MC in India). 

B. Assigning Roles 

The following individuals were appointed tasks for the duration of the meeting and were 

APPROVED by acclamation: 

1. Scrutineers: Mr David Friswell, Robin Lim, Musi Losaba, Samuel Murillo, Talwo Odejayi, 
Shaila John Wesley 

2. Listening committee: David Bush, Bishop Amuta, Christine Elliott, Bishop Anil Servand 

3. Parliamentarian: Dr. John Barrett 

4. Recording Secretary: Barbara Bowser, Jackie Bolden 

C. A short time of remembrance was held for Council Members and friends who had departed 
(2016a INF 05). Those not included on the list were named: 

1. Rev Dr. Kenneth Greet (MC in Britain) 

2. Bishop Franz Scäfer (Central & Southern Europe UMC) 

3. Bishop S.K. Parmar (MC in India) 

4. Bishop S.S. Singh (MC in India) 

5. Bishop S.R. Thomas (MC in India) 

6. Bishop Enrique Flores (MC of Mexico) 
 

 

APPROVING THE MINUTES FROM 2013 COUNCIL MEETING 

ACTION 1: Joshua Rathnam (MC in India) moved to approve 2013 Council Meeting minutes. 

Seconded, APPROVED 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

ACTION 2: Bishop Paulo Lockmann presented the Report of the President (2016a GEN 02). 

REPORT RECEIVED by acclamation 

NEWS FROM THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION WAS SHARED (APPENDIX 3) 

REPORT OF GENERAL SECRETARY 

General Secretary Ivan Abrahams reported on the work of the Council over the past quinquennium 

(2016a GEN 01). Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, General Superintendent of the Wesleyan Church and founder of 

World Hope International, will be given peace award Saturday. Proposed Patterns of Working – 

doing more with less – will come before the new council next week. The last Steering Committee 

meeting endorsed that the General Secretary function with a “virtual office” to allow more flexibility. 

Office space will be provided at Methodist Church House in London, South Africa, and Lake 

Junaluska. 

 

ACTION 3: General Secretary Abrahams’ Report of the General Secretary was RECEIVED. 

ACTION 4: General Secretary Abrahams proposed member churches find ways of celebrating 

the 310th anniversary of Charles Wesley’s birth on December 18, 2017, seconded by Bishop C.R. 

Opoko (MC Nigeria). APPROVED 

 

Response 

 WMC needs to be at World Council of Churches meetings 

 Decision was taken in London 2013 that various member churches must create platform for 
mutual learning, history, common faith (pg 4) 

ACTION 5: Bishop Rosemarie Wenner (UMC - Germany) proposed formation of Standing 

Committee on Faith and Unity. REFERRED TO NEXT COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – KIRBY HICKEY 
Last 5 years important to understand when change of accounting and personnel it takes time to 

get to where we want to be. We are where we want to be with recordkeeping, but not where we need 

to be financially, primarily due to lagging member contributions. Office finances have been 

streamlined including: 

 Clean audit which has saved about $50,000 over last 5 years 

 2017 budget reflects retirement of YYA Coordinator position, increasing committee funding to 
$8,000. 

 Epworth Old Rectory contributions will now be based on 25 basis points of ATV endowment 
fund. 
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D. Presented 2016a FIN 01 - Action Plan #1 
Proposed Amendment to By-Laws VIII.C.1.a: omit “the Geneva Secretary” and “plus not less 
than five…” through end of sentence. (Ruby Beech, former chair of Finance committee clarified 
that Steering Committee bringing this change). 

Discussion: 

 Point of procedure: 
o Bylaws can be changed by 2/3 vote 
o Info needs to have been circulated 24 hours beforehand 

 Concern expressed at removing 2nd phrase from sentence and hoped that others could be 
brought on committee to increase inclusiveness. 

 Asked clarification on when decision to eliminate Geneva Secretary happened, spoke against 
removing Geneva Secretary because ecumenical voice will be important. 

 Bishop P. Streiff (UMC – CS Europe clarified that discussion took place around taking 
position part-time. Proposals were not brought before council.  After Bishop Bolleter retired, 
position was closed. 

 Finance committee should still meet despite financial concerns; important to hear voices not 
part of executive committee. Encouraged meeting virtually. 

 

ACTION 6: R. Beech (MC in Britain) proposed approving 2016a FIN 01 Action plan #1 as 

printed, amending the bylaws VIII.C.1.a to read:  “The budget and finance committee is 

composed of the Officers, the General Secretary, the Geneva Secretary, and the Chief Financial 

Officer.” MOTION FELL 

 

ACTION 7: Bylaws changes DEFEATED. REFERRED TO BYLAWS COMMITTEE 

 

E. Presented 2016a FIN 01 - Action Plan #2 

K. Hickey presented Proposed Member Church Representation on the Council 2016-21 (2016a 

FIN 05). 

Discussion: 

 Why has Council body increased when not more than half come to meetings? We should 
encourage involvement rather than numbers. K. Hickey explained that it was more about 
making representation numbers in line with member church membership. 

 David Friswell (MC Britain) – would like to see more balanced approach among members of 
churches. Reduce number of council members for MCB to allow other churches to have 
representation more in line with size of church. 

 The formula and rationale for member church representation and contributions were 
presented.  
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ACTION 8: K. Hickey proposed accepting 2016a FIN 05 Proposed Member Church 

Representation on the Council 2016-21. Bishop Teresa Snorton (CME) seconded. ACCEPTED 

 

F. Presented 2016a FIN 01 – Action Plan #3 

Discussion: 

 The expected contribution amounts were not presented to member churches ahead of 
receiving the proposal. The increase in contribution amounts are not consistent with 
representation. The figures for representation and contribution amount don’t always 
correlate.  

 A concern was raised that the UMC carries about 70% of contributions. 

 It was noted there will be a reduction of income with the new figures. Any deficits will have 
to be covered by infusions from the Achieving the Vision Endowment disbursements. 

 In the past only 75% of contributions were received, and there are other socio-economic 
factors and membership numbers at play. 

 

ACTION 9: K. Hickey proposed 2016a FIN 06 Proposed Member Church Contributions 

2016-21 be accepted by Council. ACCEPTED 

 

ACTION 10: K. Hickey proposed 2016a FIN 04 Proposed Resolutions on Inactive Member 

Church Status be accepted. 

 

Resolution 1 – Non-payment of contributions by member churches of the WMC.  

G. Kingston moved to accept. Seconded. 161 needed for quorum. ACCEPTED 

 

Resolution 2 – Membership of the Steering Committee and Appointment of Officers. G. 

Kingston moved to accept. 2nd by Joshua Rathnam. ACCEPTED  

 

G. Financial Audits 
Chair of the Audit Committee, Mr. David Aiken, celebrated that all financial audits conducted by 
Gabler, Molis & Grey firm were found to be clean and satisfactory. Copies of audits were made 
available to all Council Members. 

 

ECUMENICAL RELATIONSHIPS COMMITTEE REPORT – PROF. ROBERT GRIBBEN 
R. Gribben, introduced Dr. Larry Miller, General Secretary of the Global Christian Forum. 

The full report of the committee may be found in 2016a GEN ERC 01. 
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 Reported on Catholic and Anglican dialogue reports. Available online, and printed copies 
available for purchase. Encouraged churches to spread the word, share the online reports so that 
they can gain traction. 

 

ACTION 11: R. Gribben moved acceptance of resolution 1 in report (2016a GEN ERC 01) to 

receive the Anglican-Methodist Dialogue report. REPORT RECEIVED 

 

ACTION 12: R. Gribben moved approval of resolution 2 in report (2016a GEN ERC 01) to 

implement an Anglican-Methodist International Coordinating Committee made up of the below 

named committee members: 

WMC General Secretary or nominee 

Bishop Purity Malinga (MCSA) 

Mrs. Gillian Kingston (Methodist Church in Ireland) 

Bishop Michael Watson (The United Methodist Church) 

Rev Prince Devanandan (Methodist Church of New Zealand) 

Seconded. APPROVED with 1 abstention. 

  

ACTION 13: R. Gribben Moved acceptance of resolution 3 in report (2016a GEN ERC 01) to 

receive the Methodist-Catholic Dialogue Report The Call to Holiness: From Glory to Glory and 

commends to study in churches and seminaries. ACCEPTED 

 

ACTION 14: R. Gribben Moved acceptance of resolution 4 in report (2016a GEN ERC 01) to 

accept interim Baptist-WMC Dialogue report, a full report will be given to Council in 2018. 

ACCEPTED 

 

ACTION 15: R. Gribben Moved acceptance of resolution 5 in report (2016a GEN ERC 01) that 

Council sends greetings to the President and members of Lutheran World Federation on the 500th 

anniversary of the evangelical ministry of Martin Luther. ACCEPTED 

 

ACTION 16: R. Gribben moved approval of resolution 6 in report (2016a GEN ERC 01) 

commends time of celebration of creation with focus on ecological responsibility from 1 Sept - 4 Oct. 

APPROVED 
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ACTION 17: G. Kingston moved commendation of Prof. Robert Gribben for his work as the 

chair of the Standing Committee on Ecumenical Relationships Committee. COMMENDED BY 

APPLAUSE 

 

NEWS FROM THE EUROPEAN REGION WAS SHARED (APPENDIX 3) 
 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT COMMITTEE REPORT 
Chair of YYA committee Christy-Anna Errington, President Lauren Matthew, and Coordinator 

John Thomas gave highlights of report (2016a GEN-YYA01) 

 Drew focus to ensuring young adults have voice in entire work of WM Council 

 Devotional blog on website, resources 

 Communications with member church youth leaders and networks 

 Visits by youth committee – face to face meetings important to building relationships; were part 
of African Methodist Youth Movement’s first meeting in Dec. 2012. 

 Young Leaders Seminar (IMYLS) will have 57 participants from 28 member churches 

 Position of youth coordinator/youth president will be one position which will hopefully add 
more potential/potency to position to give concentrated presence in WMC. 

 Recommendations listed in report to integrate young adults in to the Council and Steering 
Committee. Develop more effective ways of networking – deliberate conversations with regional 
networks. 

 Thanks given to John Thomas III for his work on behalf of the YYA committee and youth and 
young adults. 

 

Discussion 

 Thanks were extended for report and work of the YYA committee. Challenge to take part in 
encouraging young adults to be a part of the Council. For every bishop, senior person, there 
should be a young person. 

 Need to ensure that young people can get visas 

 Question of what is challenge for next 5 year for youth in the World Methodist Council – greatest 
challenge is the member churches; the fastest growing population is 17-35 in global south who 
have to face discrimination. Member churches need to support the young people. When financial 
issues occur – youth work is dropped. Very few people in the room under 35, yet it is the group 
that is talking about the future of the church. Challenged to find young adults to serve on the 
Council. (See Appendix 1 for full statement) 

 

FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE REPORT – BISHOP TERESA SNORTON 
The full report may be found under 2016a GEN FLC 01.   

 Used First Friday Newsletter and website to house resources including topics of human 
trafficking, poverty and children, nurturing children of unchurched parents, child health. 

 Highlighted places where family life concerns have been represented and workshops for 
Conference. 
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT – DR. J.C. PARK 
The full report may be found under 2016a GEN TEC 01. 

 Focus on Evangelical Theological education, and Wesleyan Ecumenical Leadership 

 Strategy - Global South-South solidarity, East-West partnership 

 3 meetings in relation to Theological Education, and 3 others for East-West partnership. 
 

INTER-RELIGIOUS RELATIONSHIPS COMMITTEE REPORT – MRS. EMMY LOU JOHN 
The full report may be found under 2016a GEN IRC 01. The chair introduced the video which 

would be played during the Conference. 

ACTION 18: Dr. Kimberley Reisman proposed adoption of Statement Rejecting Religious 

Extremism from World Methodist Evangelism Regional Secretaries (Appendix 2) which encourages 

the use of the 2004 statement “Wesleyan Methodist Witness in Christian and Islamic Cultures.” 

Seconded. ADOPTED 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE – DR. AMOS NASCIMENTO 
The full report can be found under 2016a GEN EDUC 01. The chair introduced members and 

referred to the committee as a “Learning committee.” 

 The committee seeks to determine what we mean by “Wesleyan education” (an ecumenical 
view) 

 The committee works under a decentralized structure to facilitate connection and sharing of 
resources, and plans to take advantage of existing council meetings to plan committee meetings 
in order to reduce travel costs. 

 Committee members shared what the committee means to them 

 The committee noted that there will be many celebrations in the various denominations in 2016 
 

SOCIAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – MR. MBONGENI MAGAGULA 
The full report can be found under 2016a GEN SIAC 01.  

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT – DR. YVONNE TRACEY 
The full report can be found under 2016a NOM 03. This report also brought the 

recommendation to establish a bylaws committee in order to address conflicts/tensions around 

various membership/delegate issues. 
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Discussion 

 Concern was expressed that 10 officers on the slate were from the Nominating Committee . It 
was explained that the Nominating Committee did not nominate selves, but were nominated by 
leadership of churches. Reponses from churches were low.  

 Clarified that New Council will name members of Finance Committee - General Secretary and 
Geneva Secretary not voting members, and don’t count toward 7 members of finance committee 
o Nominating committee did not expect to have to name additional members to finance 

committee due to proposal that was defeated. 

 It was noted that there was one year devoted to calling for delegates; a list of delegates should 
be sent around so that church leadership knows the pool to pull from. 

 

ACTION19: Bishop Ziphozihle Siwa (MCSA) Moved to accept nominations, endorse. Bring the 

new Patterns of Working to the new council. MOTION FELL 

 

ACTION 20: Bishop Christian Alsted proposed to follow the bylaws by electing officers at the 

first meeting of the quinquennium (interpreted as the post-conference council meeting beginning 4 

Sept. 2016). Seconded. DEFEATED 

 

ACTION 21: Bishop Michael Watson proposed suspending bylaws VI.a.1 to approve slate. 

APPROVED 

 

ACTION 22: Dr Yvonne Tracey proposed to move forward with presented slate, and Nominating 

Committee  would meet overnight to bring names for finance. At the new Council, (post-conference 

Council meeting 4 Sept 2016) establish Bylaws committee to resolve conflicts and present at next 

Council meeting in 2018/19. Seconded. APPROVED 

 

Dr. Tracey appealed for nominations for finance committee. 

 

Adjourned 
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Wednesday, 31 August 

 

Past General Secretary George Freeman was recognized. 

 

NEWS FROM THE AFRICA REGION WAS SHARED (APPENDIX 3) 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE REPORT – BISHOP MICHAEL WATSON AND DR. KIMBERLY REISMAN 

The full report can be found under 2016a GEN WME 01. 

 World Evangelism has been actively engaged across the planet. 

 Thanked previous leaders including Sir Alan Walker, Dr. Eddie Fox, Dr. Winston Worrell, and 
current director, Dr. Kimberly Reisman. 

 WME has far-reaching effects and legacy through: 
o Evangelism Summits on all continents with leadership of Winston Worrell, WME Institute 

director.  
o Methodist-Wesleyan family joins together weekly in spiritual discipline in over 130 

countries for through Connecting Congregations.  
o Order of the Flame spread to Africa and Ireland to encourage young pastors and spouses. 

 Called attention to: 
o Error in the Report: 2014 should be 2012 
o Word, Deed, Sign report 
o Who We are, What we do booklet 

 New logo and new website (worldmethodist.org). Also highlighted Wesleyan Accent website 
(https://www.worldmethodist.org/wesleyan-accent/). 

 Exploring new ways to offer cross-cultural evangelism experiences in seminaries 

 Communication and updating resources (FaithSharing New Testament in English and translated 
to other languages) 

 Order of the Flame and ICYCE (Metanoia – “Transformation”) undergoing updates. 

 Issued invitation for all to join for various connecting events. 

Discussion 

 James Hlei, Pres. Church in Upper Myanmar/Burma proposed WMC should have statement about 
Evangelism such as “Evangelism still the core of church mission.” 

 More specifics were requested on statistics of new Christians? WME does not collect those 
statistics, but can do so through WMC. Information could be shared in First Friday letter. 

 Winston Worrell highlighted 2018 WME Global Evangelism Summit. Emails with more 
information will be sent from WME. 

WORLD FEDERATION OF METHODIST AND UNITING CHURCH WOMEN – MRS. ANN CONNAN 
The full report can be found under 2016a GEN WFW 01. The president reported the assembly 

meeting under the theme “Chosen People, Called to Proclaim” was one of the largest with 850 

attendees.  The various activities at the Assembly were described. 

https://www.worldmethodist.org/wesleyan-accent/
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 Seminars have been held in all of the regions. 

 WFM&UCW have nongovernmental status with UN. Women from even the most remote areas can 
have concerns heard through structures of WFM&UCW. 

 Financial and continuity difficulties have been experienced due to president emerita  leaving the 
organization, leaving extra responsibilities for other World officers; issues with finance due to 
indiscretion of previous treasurer.  

 3.5 million women in over 70 countries are members of WFM&UCW. 

 The women don’t just “talk” they work! 

INTRODUCTION OF ECUMENICAL VISITORS – DR. ROBERT GRIBBEN 
 Representative of Anglican Communion, Bishop Howard Gregory (Jamaica), brought greetings 

from General Secretary of the Anglican Communion 
 

WESLEYMEN/WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF METHODIST & UNITING CHURCH MEN – MR. LARRY MALONE 
Report provided in video format: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/uw8624jllc58bhf/090216b_06_WesleyMen_Report.mp4?dl=0.  

 Highlighted FastPrayGive.org, current focus of the organization. 

 Vision of feeding 4 million people sustainably through FastPrayGive initiative. 

 Desire to build WesleyMen, asked for help from all men present to help build it globally – 
encouraged to attend workshops at Conference. 

 

Discussion 

 How can churches in Nigeria partner with WesleyMen to help 2 million displaced young persons 
(by Boko Haram). 

ACTION 23: Proposed that statement be made that WM family in solidarity and concerned about 

the pain and suffering of over 2 million people affected by terrorist activities of Boko Haram. 

REFERRED TO SOCIAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. 

 

 It takes $8/month to feed 1 person 1 meal a day for a month through Stop Hunger Now. 

INTRODUCTION OF ECUMENICAL VISITORS – DR. ROBERT GRIBBEN 
 Representative of the Vatican (PCPCU), Father Tony Currer was introduced. Father Currer 

represents the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

METHODIST LIAISON OFFICE IN JERUSALEM REPORT – REV. THOMAS KEMPER 
 Office opened Oct. 2012 – Vision is to engage the World Methodist family in Christ’s ministry of 

peace, justice, truth, and mercy among all people living in this land in partnership with the 
Palestinian Christian community. Inspired by address of Archbishop Chacour Elias in 2011 when 
he called to engage with “living stone” in Palestine & Israel. 

 Organizing groups to experience people in area, foster advocacy and awareness, mission work. 

 Advent devotions from the Holy Land are available from office, on website. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/uw8624jllc58bhf/090216b_06_WesleyMen_Report.mp4?dl=0
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 Partners include: British Methodist Church, World Methodist Council, United Methodist Church; 
encouraged other churches to join in coordinating 

WORLD METHODIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY – DR. ROBERT WILLIAMS, DR. ULRIKE SCHULER 

 Will hold bus excursion during Conference. 

 Dr. Williams has retired, welcomed new General Secretary of UMC Archives and History, Dr.  Ted 
Day. 

 Dr. Schuler stressed importance of sharing each other’s history, archives. In Europe, historical 
society changed from just UMC to include churches within European Methodist Council. 

 Encouraged those for whom English is not first language, translation is underway to translate 
Wesley’s works. Could be done at church/seminary level, with students. Discuss, interpret in local 
language, ultimately use in local congregations. 

 Receive the bulletin electronically; sign up with Dr. Williams. 

ACTION 24: Dr. Robert Williams moved that the treasurer of WMC become custodian of WMHS 

funds; and moved approval of proposal of WMHS/WMC agreement [2016a GEN WMHS 02]. 

APPROVED 

EPWORTH OLD RECTORY – SARAH FRISWELL  

 Report can be found in 2016a GEN EOR 01 

 Financial support necessary for work at EOR 

ACTION 25: S. Friwsell proposed WMC nominated trustees: Ivan Abrahams (ex officio), Rev. 

Dr. John Byers, Archbishop Michael Stephen, Mr. Kirby Hickey, Rev. Fred Day (new General Secretary 

for GCAH of the UMC). Joshua Rathnam 2nd. APPROVED 

Discussion 

EOR belongs to all of Methodist/Wesleyan family and needs to be supported. 

METHODIST ECUMENICAL OFFICE IN ROME – WILL GIVE REPORT TO INCOMING COUNCIL 

WORLD METHODIST MUSEUM REPORT – JACKIE BOLDEN, DIRECTOR 

 WM Museum is celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2016, with events such as a birthday party open 
to the public, and anniversaries of 200 years since Francis Asbury’s death, and 225 years since John 
Wesley’s death. 

 WM Museum houses the rarest and largest collection of Methodist/Wesleyan materials on the 
planet. 

 New Exhibits featured: 
o Unveiling of portrait of Helenor Davis, an early Circuit Rider in North America. 
o Special exhibit about Francis Asbury featuring rare letters and items. 

 The museum reaches more than 2,000 young people from confirmation class, and the Susanna 
Wesley Garden  is also used for events 

 Volunteers are being trained to assist with tours. 
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 Friends of the Museum have become more active. 

 Items are available for loan, or the museum can also accept loans of items. 

 The Methodist museum belongs to the Council. 

INVITATION TO THE 22ND WORLD METHODIST CONFERENCE 

Rev. Lasse Svensson, President of the Uniting Church in Sweden/Equmeniakyrkan, issued an 

invitation to the Council to hold the 22nd World Methodist Conference in 2021 in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

The year 2021 will be the city’s 400th birthday. Equmeniakyrkan formed in 2011 from Swedish Mission 

Covenant, Swedish Baptist Union, and United Methodist Church in Sweden. It is a member of the 

WMC, Baptist World Alliance, and World Communion of Reformed Churches, and is an affiliate 

member of The UMC. Equmeniakyrkan has about 750 congregations with 65,000 confessing members.  

Support for the Conference will also come from The United Methodist Church in Norway and 

Denmark. Bishop Christian Alsted expressed joy in supporting Equmeniakyrkan to host the 

Conference. 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

Bishop Lockmann noted that letters were sent to all 80 member churches, yet from those only 20 

responded to the request for committee chairs; 28 churches responded to the request for officers. He 

encouraged more churches to participate so that the Nominating Committee can do their work 

effectively. 

Dr. Yvonne Tracey presented the slate of the Nominating Committee. The full report will be 

provided with minutes of the Council meeting (2016a NOM 03). 

MEMBERS OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Council adopted the slate that identified Geneva and General Secretaries as staff to Finance 

committee, 7 officers of Council, and Treasurer/CFO. The Nominating Committee  brings the 

following nominations to comply with clause the clause in the bylaws Sec. 8.c.1 “plus/not less than 5 

or more than 9 members elected by council.” Priority in selecting members was gender, geography, 

diversity of member churches: 

1. Mrs Thini Ngonyama (MCSA) 
2. Bishop Frank Madison Reid III (AME Church)* 
3. Bishop N.L. Karkare (MC India) 
4. Rev. Dr. Roe Nall, Jr. (AMEZ Church) 
5. Rev. Dr. Anthony Cobbali (MC Ghana)* 

*These persons are also nominated as at-large members of the Council to increase its diversity (per bylaws 

4.c.1-3). These persons are not currently delegates from their church for the 2016-21 quinquennium and so 

must be brought on the council to comply with bylaws requirement that finance committee members also be 

Council delegates. 
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ADDITIONAL NOMINATION COMMITTEE MATTERS 

 To provide more clarity and transparency, the Nominating Committee recommends Mr. Kirby 
Hickey as non-voting staff member to Audit Committee.  

 Recommend Mr. James H. Humphry to serve on Audit committee. 

 Mr. Øyvind Helliesen will serve on steering committee to be liaison to the Host Committee of the 
22nd World Methodist Conference. 

Discussion 

 Four youth/young adult at-large delegates were named and approved the previous day. 

 Concern raised over Treasurer/CFO serving as active member on Audit committee – 
inappropriate according to U.S. F.A.S. rules. The bylaws should be changed to address this. 

ACTION 26: Moved to accept names of Finance Committee. Seconded. ACCEPTED 

ACTION 27: Moved to accept the report of the Nominating Committee . Seconded. ACCEPTED 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ACTION 28: Youth and Young Adult Moved to accept the YYA Statement (Appendix 1). 

Approved. 

The New Council may elect the Nominating Committee at its first meeting.  

 

ACTION 29: Bishop Christian Alsted Moved that the Nominating Committee  be elected at the 

first Council 4-5 Sept 2017. Parliamentarian ruled that it was the duty of the new Council to elect the 

Nominating Committee. The motion was PUT AND DEFEATED. 

Adjourned 
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Appendix 1 - Statement from Youth and Young Adults 

The biggest obstacle is ourselves. 

Challenge- for every member church to move away from tokenistic youth work and towards real 

participation where young people have a say in the processes that directly affect them. 

Young people deal with racism every day of their lives. Young people deal with gender inequality 

every day of their lives. Young people deal with the challenges of climate change every day of their lives. 

These same young people are instrumental in bringing about change in their local situation: It is the young 

students of Mexico who spearheaded the protests of injustices of their government, risking their own 

lives.  It is the young people of Egypt that initiated the Arab spring, the #occupywallstreet movement and 

in South Africa, it is the young people who are spearheading the decolonisation process with 

#feesmustfall. Churches struggle to contribute constructively in these conversations. It is tragic that the 

young people who can affect change in broader civil society are unable to effectively affect the ecclesial 

space. Young people very rarely are included in the systems that inform the policies, theologies and 

spiritualities of the very churches who are struggling to speak meaningfully and prophetically to the 

larger socio-economic realities of the world. 

This has to change. 

Not just for the future of the church but for the present reality of the church. Young people have a 

faith, young people have a God and young people are changing the tide of injustice in the world. But we 

have to change the manner in which we include young people in the matters of faith. We must move away 

from tokenistic engagement that places the voices of young people and young adults into conferences and 

arenas that meet outside the ‘main’ event. Young people need to be involved in the processes of that make 

up the very heart of our denominations.   

There is a particular challenge also to the global south. The global south boast that it has the fastest 

and largest presence of Christianity in the world. The Global South also has the largest concentration of 

18-35 year olds in the world and yet these young people have no say in the decisions which impact the 

daily expression of their faith. Young people in the global South are almost never part of the policy 

making within their churches. So here is the challenge to the global South and to the rest of us gathered 

here. We have to change the way we include young people. In the next quinqennium, young persons must 

be included within delegations to council.  

 

Appendix 2 - Statement Rejecting Religious Extremism 

Our world appears more polarised, divided and divisive than ever and we are confronted with 

extremism and violence in new and terrifying ways. In the face of this extremism and violence, we believe 

there is a heightened urgency to reach the world for Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, and we urge 

Christians of all Traditions to commit themselves to grace filled action in relation to our sisters and 

brothers in other faith traditions. Further we reject all forms of violent extremism, recognising that human 

life is sacred and no one should be victimised, nor lives taken, by anyone in the name of religion. 
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Appendix 3 – News from the Various Regions 

News from the Asia Pacific Region: 

 Korean Peninsula – South Korea is facing nuclear threat from North Korea. Prayers for peace 
requested. 

 Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia elected new National Superintendent two years ago (Rev. 
Rex Rigby) who was first indigenous Australian to lead any denomination in Australia. 

 Formed South Pacific Conference of Wesleyan Methodist Church in 2012, which has brought great 
unity to denomination in Pacific islands, Australia, and New Zealand 

 Establishment of Excelsior College in Sydney, part of global Christian learning community from 
Indiana Wesleyan University – first Christian university/college in the region. 

 Uniting Church in Australia’s college in Sydney has developed the new Alan Walker Lectureship 
in Mission, Evangelism and Leadership chaired by Ian Robinson. 

 Methodist Church in Indonesia reports dispute between bishops offices. Northern bishop accused 
of corruption. Asked for prayer for reconciliation, and prayers for bishop of Southern area 
experiencing health problems. General Conference will occur next year. 

 4th Methodist Asian Conference held in Sri Lanka gathered in 2015. Former President of Asian 
Methodist Council, Bishop Taranath Sagar, passed away. 

 Methodist Church of New Zealand held ecumenical conference organized by Samoan synod 
around environment and climate change in Pacific Region. Prayers from 3-13 September around 
Climate change in Pacific. 

 Anglican Methodist Dialogue in New Zealand, following “Irish model”. Interesting crossroads in 
conversation – wrestling with recognition of episcopal ministry in Methodist Church of New 
Zealand. 

 Methodist Church in Samoa reports active work of Methodist Pacific Consultative Council held 
last year 2015. Still working and will meet again in two years. 

 World Federation of Chinese Methodist Churches will meet in July 2017 (seventh time), and 
invited General Secretary and President. Goal is to support one another in ministry around the 
world. 

 

News from the European Region was shared including: 

 Plea for help and prayers from Methodist Church in Italy following devastating earthquake 

 British Methodist Church is seeking to strengthen partnerships with other member churches 

 Wesleyan Church General Conference, Joanne Lyon named as Ambassador for Wesleyan Church, 
Wayne Schmidt elected as General Superintendent. 

 Bishop Kehgay shared about Ukraine and Russia conflict; country divided, war continues. 
Methodist Churches in Eastern Ukraine which have become refugees. Grateful to partners who 
helped relocate refugees. Important to stay united as Christians. Situation remains difficult, jobs 
are few and there is still a lot of uncertainty. In Russia, evangelism and missionary activities are 
being restricted. 

 Pietr Gashrowski (sp) from Wesleyan Church in Poland shared about European Union 
Parliament’s invitation them to working group to help address immigration and refugees due to 
Methodist influence in history of social work in Europe. 

 Doug Swanney shared about issues of closing borders of United Kingdom, and church’s 
commitment to open relationships in Europe and around the world. 
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 African Methodist Episcopal/African Methodist Episcopal Zion/Christian Methodist Episcopal 
leadership has come together to form group called Black Methodists United in the U.S. to respond 
with scholarships/mentoring program for young people. CME in 2020 will celebration 150 years. 

 John Stephens reported on ongoing work of Methodist Church in Ireland and Anglican/Church of 
Ireland covenant (2002) and in 2014 both agreed to recognize/interchange ministries for presbyters 
within the respective denominations. 

News from the Africa Region was shared including: 

 Africa Methodist Council – in formation since 1986; finally inaugurated in 2015 

 Asked prayer for travel challenges due to  
o Ebola crisis, thankful that crisis is lifting; church gave assistance and support 
o Travel restrictions with visas, government restrictions; greatly affected young people. 

 Facing great economic challenges, making it difficult for members to contribute to church finances 

 Africa still the pride of the world with many resources, yet prone to exploitation; prayers asked for 
the African nations fighting against injustice. 

 Prayers for drought, and brewing instabilities in Southern Africa. 

 Protestant Methodist Church in Benin reported a movement of young people committed to 
Methodism, moving the church forward; MC Benin faced challenges with separation, president 
brought 2 sides together for reconciliation. In July, the church will hold conference and elect new 
leadership – requested prayers for the process. 
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Minutes of the 2016 Post-Conference 

World Methodist Council Meeting 

4-5 September, 2016 – Houston, Texas 

 

Sunday – 4 September, 2016 

 I. Address of the New President 

New President J.C. Park – challenged Council to turn the world through preaching the gospel 

and exercising with peace with justice. 

II. Authorized substitutes: 

A. AME Church  substitutes Rev. Taylor Thompson for Amy Davis  

B. CME Church substitutes Rev. James Dunbar for Willie Boyd (permanent)  

C. MC Nigeria will retain M. Stephen, but requests that YYA named representative (Adeoson 

Adesola) steps down. 

III. Appointment of Parliamentarian 

A. J.C. Park appointed Bishop Michael Watson as parliamentarian. Bishop Watson is not on 

the 2016-21 Council, but is willing to serve in this role. 

 

Action 1: Bishop C.R. Opoko moved that Bishop Michael Watson serve as at-large member of 

the Council. Seconded, Approved. 

B. John Thomas asked for clarity on the process of how to fill the vacant youth/young adult 

at-large Council Member position due to the original nominee being deemed ineligible by MC 

Nigeria. It was explained that because this position is “at-large” the name is brought by the Youth 

and Young Adult committee to the Nominating Committee who would put it before the Council. It 

was suggested that the member church of nominee should be allowed to vet nominees/appointees 

before approval. 

Action 2: Maidstone Malinga moved that the United Methodist Church should be listed as 

single denomination. Seconded. Bishops Patrick Streiff and Eduard Khegay stated that separation 

is to recognize that UMC is in different parts of the world. Needs more discussion among UMC 

representation. Motion Rescinded. 

 

Action 3: Matthew Lafferty moved to nominate 6 members of nominating committee and elect 

those persons tomorrow so that they can begin the work assigned to them. 

 

Nominations for the Nominating Committee were called for from the floor. The following 

were nominated: 
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Sir Francis Foluso Aremu, Methodist Church Nigeria 

Rev. Peter Benzie, Wesleyan Methodist Church of New Zealand 

Rev. Megan Dean, The United Methodist Church USA. 

Isabel Thomas Dobson, Uniting Church in Australia 

Rev. Dr. Piotr Gasiorowski, The Wesleyan Church in Poland 

The Rev. Matthew A. Laferty, United Methodist Church of Vienna, Austria 

Bishop João Carlos Lopes, Methodist Church in Brazil 

Bishop Phillip S. Masih, Methodist Church in India 

Katherine NG, Methodist Church, Hong Kong 

Dr. Arapera Ngaha, Methodist Church of New Zealand 

The Most Rev. Titus Pratt, Methodist Church of Ghana. 

Bishop Lawrence Reddick, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Yvette Richards The United Methodist Church, USA 

Paloma Rodriguez is from the Methodist Church in Puerto Rico. 

Bishop Ziphozihle D. Siwa, The Methodist Church of Southern Africa 

Doug Sawnney, Methodist Church in Britain 

 

Discussion: 

 New Council Members need orientation on what Council is meant to be doing, how it 

should work or what agenda is. Space should be given in agenda for Steering Committee to report 

on matters before the Council. 

 The YYA committee shoudl bring forward the name of a new person to the Council, since 

the work of the Nominating Committee is over. 

 The process was explained for replacing persons who are not able or deemed ineligible by 

their member church to serve as an officer/committee chair or at-large member on the Council. 

The member church does not name the officer/chair or at-large member, rather it would go back to 

the nominating committee. To abide by the credentials procedure brought by the Nominating 

Committee at the last Council Meeting, the member church should be consulted and endorse 

person to avoid problems of eligibility. 

 A plea was made to recognize the unique place historically black Methodist Churches have 

in the Council 

IV. New Patterns of Working 
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Rev. David Bush presented the New Patterns of Working document (2016b NOM 02 Patterns 

of Working – revised) and explained that the Council would adopt 3 themes for the 

quinquennium. It was clarified that the Standing Program Committees would remain, but would 

use themes as guide for work for the quinquennium. Standing Committees could determine which 

topics most pertain to them, then the Chairs determine which top 3 topics would pertain to the 

whole Council. 

Action 4: Bishop Teresa Snorton proposed adoption of the New Patterns of Working. 

Seconded by Bishop C.R. Opoko. Approved. 

The chairs of the Standing Program Committees were introduced and directed to their 

meeting rooms. 

 

Monday – 5 September, 2016 

The Youth and Young Adult Committee led worship and reminded the Council that “We are 

here to praise God and the our actions and words should reflect that.” 

The Standing Committees then met to continue the work which was begun the previous day. 

Committees were asked to identify top themes and ways of working together remotely over the 

quinquennium. 

V. General Housekeeping / Matters Arising 

Rev. David Bush clarified that the intention of the task group was to look at bylaws mentioned 

in the New Patterns of Working document was that Steering Committee would bring suggestions 

for changes to bylaws to the next Council meeting. It was not the intention to elect a new group, 

but to build on the work of the existing group (chaired by Rev. Bush). 

Action 5: Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar moved that the World Methodist Council meeting at 

Houston, Texas, send a letter of congratulations and our expressions of joy to the Missionaries of 

Charity in Kolkata, India, that their founder is canonized by Pope Francis as “Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta.” I further move we request Bishop Phillip S. Masih of Methodist Church in India to relay 

this message on our behalf in person to the Missionaries of Charity in Kolkata, India. Seconded, 

Approved. 

 

VI. Vote for nominating committee  

The voting procedure/process was explained and the bar was set. A valid ballot has between 

1 and 6 persons identified. If more than 6 persons are voted for, the ballot becomes invalid. Those 6 

names with the highest number of votes will be named to committee. 

Ballots were distributed. It was noted that 13 out of the 17 persons on the ballot are from 

member churches who already have representatives in WMC leadership. Six positions are open. 

A. Scrutineers/Tellers were named: David Friswell, Robin Lim, Musi Losaba, Shaila John 

Wesley, and 2 other young persons (names not given to Council) substituted for Samuel Murillo, 

Talwo Odejayi. 
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B. The nominees were asked to stand and introduce themselves to the Council. 

VII. Ecumenical Relationships – Rev. Dr. Tim Macquiban 

A. Thirty-three persons gathered in committee meeting and outlined present work with 

WMC- Roman Catholic, Baptist, and Anglican dialogues. 

B. An effort is being made to bring new members on dialogue team and identify theologically 

trained lay people (under age 35). 

C. Church leaders talked of local/denominational ecumenical engagements to share and learn 

from one another, as well as to facilitate intra-Methodist relations and conversations 

D. Reference group to support chair should be developed representing different regions of 

world, keeping contact with other committee members in the region, feeding information about 

ecumenical involvement back to WMC for wider distribution. 

E. Other tasks in addition to dialogue 

1. Improving the reception of reports and distribution to grassroots: Translation, resources to 

make formal reports more accessible to local level, pastors and academics on dialogues, develop 

document on who various WMC churches receive official reports (task group will be formed) 

2. Explore commonalities/differences across WMC churches possibly through working group 

on Faith and Order, fostering intra-Methodist/Wesleyan ecumenism locally and regionally, 

providing resources on ecumenical collaboration life/work issues such as migration and religious 

freedom issues  

F. Celebrations will occur in 2017 on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in Germany 

and 50th anniversary of WMC-RCC dialogue in Rome. 

G. Macquiban asked that the Council receive the WMC-Baptist Dialogue as an interim report 

until a final report is presented at the next Council meeting. 

H. The chair then invited members of the Council to come and visit the office in Rome and 

showed a video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAf3A7ZOUA4. 

 

Action 6: Dr. Macquiban Moved that Council record its thanks to outgoing chair of the 

Ecumenical Relationships Committee, Rev. Prof. Robert Gribben, who served with distinction and 

dedication over the last two quinquennium. A letter will be sent by the chair and secretary. Thanks 

were also extended to members of the dialogue teams, and acknowledgement of officers of WMC 

for support of Ecumenical Relations. Seconded. Carried. 

VIII. Education Committee Report – Rev. Dr. Amos Nascimento 

A. The chair recognized the Education Committee members 

B. The themes identified by the committee include:  

1. Racism 

2. Economic issues with member churches 
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C. The purpose of the committee is to be a reference in terms of leadership development 

which is fundamental to carrying out the themes. 

D. Proposal for Best Practices of meetings of the WMC 

1. Allocate time to introduce committees 

2. Introduce procedures and prepare members for effective participation in the work of the 

Council 

3. Create committee on resolutions, gather resolutions ahead of time. 

4. Provide more and structure for discussion on history and current status of pending issues 

5. Gather group of experts on parliamentarian issues to oversee parliamentarian procedures 

and handle issues that may arise. 

E. The chair reaffirmed structure and suggested committee divide into two subcommittees 

1. Formal education beyond local church (higher education institutions) 

2. Broader Christian education, discipleship, and spiritual formation. 

F. Asked for support in connecting boards of education in member churches to the committee. 

IX. Evangelism Committee – Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 

A. The committee met and shared about a recent time they shared their faith and ideas for 

committee. 

B. World Methodist Evangelism director, Rev. Dr. Kim Reisman, shared ideas with 

committee, and the relationship between the committee and WME. 

C. The committee identified three themes:  

1. Migration,  

2. Trafficking/modern slavery 

3. Poverty & inequality 

D. The chair introduced the Vice-chair – Bishop Sharma Lewis; Secretary – Yvette Richards. 

E. Dr. Reisman shared that a web-based communication system will be put in place to 

enable/foster communications across the region. 

X. Family Life Committee – Bishop Teresa Snorton 

A. The committee recommends that the council adopt the following themes:  

1. Health and well-being 

2. Poverty and inequality 

3. Evangelism and missions 
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B. The committee recommended that December 2017 (when God joined the “human family” 

as Jesus) be declared “World Methodist Council Family Life Month.” The committee will create a 

devotional resource. The proposed name of the devotional is “The World Methodist Council: One 

Family in Prayer for the World.” The devotionals would each have a theme relating to family, and 

the deadline for submissions is January 1, 2017. The committee’s goal is to complete the resource 

by June 2017.  

C. The committee will use Facebook, email, and Dropbox to collaborate on their work. 

XI. Inter-Religious Relationships Committee – Rev. Leão Neto 

A. Rev. Neto stated that Jesus sets the example for us in relationship with other religions and 

that inter-religious relationships vary depending on context. 

B. The committee chose themes:  

1. War/peace (peace & justice) 

2. Religious intolerance (inter-religious engagement) 

3. Migration 

4. Environment & climate change. 

C. General Themes were suggested that all committees’ themes could fall under: globalization 

(human rights, freedom, dignity), migration (hospitality, climate change, refugees), race/human 

relations 

D. The chair suggested that once per year, the First Friday letter focus on inter-religious 

relationships. 

XII. Results of the Nominating Committee Election 

David Friswell reported that 194 ballots were returned, 1 was void. A total of 1,158 votes were 

possible, and 1,088 votes were cast. The persons elected to the Nominating Committee for 2016-21 

are: 

• Rev. Megan Dean (UMC, USA) 

• Rev. Matthew Lafferty (UMC, Vienna) 

• Bishop Joao Carlos Lopes (MC Brazil) 

• Ms. Katherine Ng (MC Hong Kong) 

• Ms. Yvette Richards (UMC, USA) 

• Ms. Isabel Thomas (Uniting Church in Australia) 

XIII. Report from the World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women 

The new president, Ms. Allison Judd, reported on the 13th World Assembly of the 

WFM&UCW and explained the structure of the organization. She reported that the 14th World 

Assembly will be held in or near Sweden the week before the World Methodist Conference. 

Following the break, the Youth and Young Adult Committee led a devotional 
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XIV. Report from the World Methodist Historical Society 

Dr. Ulrike Schuler (past president) introduced the new president, Rev. Dr. Richard Waugh, 

and stated the purpose of the organization is to connect all those doing research, creating archives, 

and collecting memories of the churches. Twice a year a “Bulletin” is circulated by email to share 

what is happening what is happening worldwide in Methodist History. (to be placed on the email 

list contact mmerkel@gcah.org). 

XV. Report from the International Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges, & 

Universities (IAMSCU) 

Dr. Amos Nascimento noted that it is the 25th anniversary of both the WMC Education 

Committee, and also IAMSCU which will be celebrated with a series of publications.  

XVI. Report from the Theological Education Committee 

A. Rev. Jim Humphrey reported that 15 new persons joined the committee. He described the 

purpose of the committee as focusing on training persons for ministry based on basic Christian 

beliefs and distinctive emphasis from the Wesleyan tradition with consideration of global 

awareness and lifting expectations for theological education, educators, curriculum and students. 

Theological education should be flexible, adaptable.  

B. Bishop Marvin Thomas elected as vice-chair in the absence of the chair (Dr. Paul Swarup).  

C. Three themes (in the theological context) were identified:  

1. how to be a community in a digital/technological age 

2. poverty and inequality 

3. living out reconciliation of communities in a diverse world 

D. Dr. David Field reported on Globe Theo Lib, a free online theological library. A Methodist-

Wesleyan collection is part of that library. The resource can be accessed at www.methodist-

studies.org.  

XVII. Report from the Worship and Liturgy Committee 

A. Rev. David Bush chaired the committee in the absence of elected chair Amelia Koh-Butler. 

He reported that the committee chose 2 themes, leaving one available to respond to the themes 

identified by the whole Council: 

1. Climate change and environmental issues 

2. Migration – ways of worshipping in diverse community and struggle to find ways to be 

together in worship with dislocated persons. Extensive conversations were had about being “inter-

cultural” and involving more languages, cultural worship practices. 

B. A blog has been introduced, which will be the means by which the group will work. 

C. Rev. Bush will share this report with the chair, Rev. Koh-Butler. 

D. Worship & Liturgy committee will work with Family Life committee to provide liturgical 

resources for the planned devotional. 
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XVIII. Report of the Social & International Affairs Committee 

Bishop C. Raphael Opoko introduced members of the committee. Many issues exist globally 

that affect human rights. The World Methodist Council can be a voice of hope.  

A. The three themes that the committee identified are: 

1. Migration/human trafficking/modern slavery 

2. Climate justice 

3. Inequality/discrimination/exclusion 

B. The committee will work to be informers virtually by WhatsApp , email, take photos and 

events all over the world in order to prepare statements/responses to be given to the General 

Secretary for approval and dissemination. 

C. It was noted that the topic of climate justice is particularly timely. There are individuals 

who will be the first “climate refugees” due to loss of land from climate change and rising oceans 

XIX. Youth and Young Adult Committee 

A. Ms. Lissa Belle Ramos Brown introduced the members of the committee. The report can be 

found in Appendix 1. 

1. The committee plans to develop a platform for sharing, building community. 

2. Simultaneous activities (international prayer day, forums, social exposures etc) will be 

planned across regions, and regional events are planned. 

3. The committee will seek continuity of leadership by involving more young people in 

committees/subcommittees of WMC 

4. The committee will support the central themes identified by the Council. 

 

B. Action 7: The YYA committee proposed adoption of the following: 

To further express our investment and empowerment to the youth and young adults, we 

recommend that: 

 

1. *At least 10% of each denomination’s delegation be given to the youth and young adults; 

2. *At least one slot be reserved for the youth and young adults in each standing committee of 

the council; and  

3. A program of leadership mentoring be developed to serve as preparation and exposure for 

the youth and young adults. 
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Moved that the report be received and recommendations be adopt by the Council. Seconded. 

Adopted. * relates to the quinquennium starting in 2021 

 

Discussion:  

• Recommended that distinction be made between age groups: 18-25, 26-35; and that regional 

events be held every 2-3 years. The chair responded that there are challenges in participation if age 

groups are segmented. The committee envisions gatherings between Council meetings and 

Conferences. 

• It was noted that the committees each are resourced with $2,000 USD annually. The Youth 

and Young Adult Committee has a separate $8,000 USD operation budget. Additional funds can be 

requested by committees by submitting proposal to treasurer. 

• Suggested that committee pages on website be updated, and committees should utilize 

technology to connect between council meetings. 

XX. Areas of Concern Identified by the Council 

A. Report given by Rev. Christine Elliott and Rev. David Bush. 

B. The areas of concern identified by the Council may be found in Appendix 2. Standing 

committees have worked to develop themes; significant overlap exists. Council should 

acknowledge overlap, but be intentional.  

Action 8: David Bush proposed that Council endorses areas of focus identified by standing 

committees as focus of the Council’s work in this quinquennium. Endorsed. 

Discussion: 

• It was suggested that a committee be formed on Justice and Peace that would follow daily 

activities and how improvements are being made, making reports to the General Secretary, so that 

churches may own best practices at the local level. Also suggested that SIA committee add sexual 

abuse as focus.  

• The Family Life committee could add prayers/write prayers for December for way of 

addressing sexual abuse within families. 

• World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women have links to the United Nations 

which has declared May 15 as International Day of Families. The Family Life committee will be 

working with WFM&UCW and UM General Board of Church and Society. 

•  Point of clarification: Recommendations by youth and young adult committee have been 

moved, seconded, and voted on. Recommendation regarding delegation from member churches 

are strong recommendations, since each church determines delegates. These recommendations 

would be for quinquennium beginning 2021. 

C. David Bush proposed that group tasked to carry the New Patterns of Working forward be 

made up of existing members of subcommittee and others appointed by the Steering Committee 

(ref #6 on New Patterns of Working report). This would deal with aspects of bylaws that would 
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need to be adjusted due to new way of working – as it relates to work of committee, themes. No 

vote was taken. 

Discussion: 

• Necessary for bylaws to be looked at by legal entity and any recommendations for change 

coming back to next Council meeting. 

• This group would not be the group to review bylaws to “iron out” inconsistencies. They 

would refer any suggested changes to the bylaw review committee. 

• Any changes to bylaws would be brought to next Council Meeting. 

• Questions regarding version of bylaws and “amendment” by steering committee in 2013. 

Council in Durban (2011) referred unfinished adjustments to bylaws to steering committee to 

complete. 

XXI. Bylaws committee: 

A. Members: 

1. Dr. Vukile Mehana – South Africa (human resource expert) 

2. Mr. Kim Seah – Singapore (attorney) 

3. Rev. David Bush – New Zealand 

4. Mr. Joshua Rathnam - India 

Discussion: 

• Council wants to ensure that the process has transparency and integrity. 

• Terms of reference should be published as soon as possible, to define ways of working 

including consultative process allowing anyone to make contributions to their work. 

• Revisions on bylaws need to come back to Council for approval. 

• Go back to minutes of Durban 2011 Council Meeting and determine changes to bylaws 

which were tasked to the Steering Committee. Understood that revisions to bylaws made in Rio de 

Janeiro (Steering Committee 2013); adopted by Council in London 2013 (not documented in the 

minutes). 

ACTION: Bishop Christian Alsted moved that bylaws be approved in their current form as 

presented in 2016 Book of Reports. Seconded. Approved. 

XXII. Dates of Future Meetings  

A. Next Council Meeting: discussions have taken place with Methodist Church in India and 

Korean Methodist Church to meet in August of 2018 or 2019. Leadership changes are taking place 

in both churches in November this year. 

B. August 12-19 2018, are the dates for the next Oxford Institute. 

C. Steering Committee - 18-21 October 2017 in Rome (coincides with 50th anniversary of RCC-

WMC  dialogue) 
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D. Council and Conference Meeting 16-24 August 2021 in Gothenburg, Sweden 

1. Process for Conference theme 2021; will be discussed at Steering Committee in 2017. Logo 

competition will go out to all member churches. 

E. Suggested that youth and young adult committee meets at different time than other 

committees; noted that not everyone on YYA committee must be youth or young adult. Not all 

youth/young adults need attend the YYA committee. Remember that young people are not just 

the future, but present NOW, and their voices should be heard and included. 

 

 

ACTION: Bishop C.R. Opoko proposed that 10% of the makeup of Council Members be 

composed of young people. Churches would be challenged to encourage young people, but each 

church is responsible for their own delegation. Difference could be “worked out” by 

administration;  

Amended: Refer this matter regarding the makeup of the Council to include young people to 

bylaws committee to work out provisions. Approved 

XXIII. Report of Ministerial Exchange Program 

David Friswell shared that he is now serving as one of several MEP coordinators. The bylaws 

indicate MEP is a duty of the WMC. He and several other regional coordinators will be working to 

broaden the exchange program to be a more global, as it has been primarily between the U.S. and 

Britain in recent years. 

Adjourn 
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                                 Youth and Young Adult Committee Report 
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Appendix 2 

Themes Identified by the Standing Committees of 

the World Methodist Council 

 

Migration 

Poverty/Inequality 

Racism/Discrimination 

Ecumenical Relationships 

Migration 

Religious Freedom 

Justice & Peace 

Education 

Poverty 

Racism 

Sustainable Development 

Evangelism 

Migration 

     Human Trafficking 
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Poverty and Inequality 

Family Life 

Health and Well-Being 

Poverty and Inequality 

Evangelism/Mission 

 

Inter-Religious Relationships 

Globalization 

Migration 

Race-Human Relations 

Theological Education 

Being community in digital/tech age 

Poverty and Inequality 

Living reconciliation 

Worship & Liturgy 

Climate Change/Environmental Justice 

Migration 

(Inter-cultural ways of working) 

Social & International Affairs 

Inequality and discrimination 

Migration (human trafficking, modern slavery) 

Climate Justice 

Youth & Young Adults 

Will support Council priorities 
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List of Attendees 

Suffix First Name Last Name Country 
Arch Bishop Oliver Aba Nigeria 
Mr David Abarca United States 
Rev. Ashley Abarca-Mitchell United States 
Mrs Hilda Abbey Ghana 
Sir Okon Abia Nigeria 
Mrs Ableke Ableke Epouse Beugre Cote D'Ivoire 
Mrs. Mary Abounu Nigeria 
Mr. William Abraham United States 
Rev. Ivan Abrahams United States 
Rev. Joya Abrams United States 
Dr Molly Adadevoh United States 
Mrs Mary Adame United States 
Mr Curlee Adams United States 
Dr Maurice Adams United Kingdom 
Mrs. Honorine Adanzeto Benin 
Ms. Olusade Adeboyejo United Kingdom 
Mrs Adesola Adebutu Norway 
Very Rev. Victor Adegbite Nigeria 
Mrs. Funmilayo Adegbite Nigeria 
Revd David Adekoya United States 
Rev Babatunde Adelusi Nigeria 
Prof Tunde Adeniran United States 
Mr Babatunji Adeniyi Nigeria 
Very Rev. Joshua Adeogun United States 

 
Adesola Adeosun Western Sahara 

Mrs. Olubambo Adeosun Nigeria 
Bishop Jacob Adeyemi Nigeria 
Rev. Lawson Adjei Ghana 
Ms Rita Adu-Nkansah Ghana 
Mrs. Promise Agbai Ghana 
Bishop Daniel Agbese United States 
Mrs Semiton Agbo Benin 
Mr Robson Aguiar Brazil 
Bishop Godfrey Agupusi Nigeria 
Mrs. Ndudirim Agupusi Nigeria 
Mrs Annika Ahlefelt Sweden 
Mr Ayuba Ahmed United States 

 
Sunny Ahn United States 

 
Mi Sook Ahn United States 

Rev. Frank Aichele Germany 
Mr. David Aiken United States 
Sir John Aiku United States 
Mrs. Matilda Aiku United States 
Dr. (Mrs.) Mercy Ajala United States 

 
Konyin Ajayi Nigeria 

Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Ajayi United States 
Mrs. Anthonia Ajayi United States 
Dr Olufunmilayo Ajose-Coker United Kingdom 
Very Rev. Akande Akande, Oluyinka United States 

 
Cheryl Akey United States 



 

134 

 

Mr. Joseph Akinboyejo United States 
Archbishop Amos Akindeko United States 
Mrs. Temilola Akindeko Nigeria 
Bishop Oluranti Akinola Nigeria 
Mrs. Omotayo Akinola Nigeria 
Bishop Michael Akinwale United States 
Mrs. Mopelola Akinwale United States 
Mr Collins Ako Cameroon 
Mrs. Linda Akoto Guyana 
Mrs Christiana Akpabio Nigeria 
Sir Emem Akpabio Nigeria 
Mr Emmanuel Akpabio United States 
Mrs. Elisabeth Akpo Ayizannon Benin 
Mrs. Oluremi Akpotohwo United States 
Mr. Nicholas Akpotohwo United States 
Mrs Johanna Akyeampong United States 

 
Olatundun Aladeojebi United States 

Mr Nicodeme Alagbada United States 
Dr. Tom Albright United States 
Rev. Floyd Alexander United States 
Mrs. Sara Alexander United States 
Mrs Oluwafunmilayo Alex-Odunsi United States 
Dr Carletta Allen United States 
Dr. Faith Allen United States 
Rev. Maxine Allen United States 
Rev. Patricia Allen United States 

 
Lynne Alley-Grant United States 

Ms Rachel Allison United Kingdom 
Very Rev. William Allotey-Pappoe Nigeria 
Mr. Ebenezer Allotey-Pappoe Nigeria 
Mr Christian Alsted Denmark 
Rev Ellen Alston United States 

 
Annette Helen Altgelt United States 

Rev. Olumide Aluko United States 
Mrs. Cynthia Amaechi United States 
Mr. Christopher Amaechi United States 
Sir Edet Amana Nigeria 
Rev, Mrs. Jemima Amanor Ghana 
Miss Ruth Amarasuriya Malaysia 
Mrs Sakuntala Amarasuriya Malaysia 
Mr Richard Ampofo Italy 
Rev. Terra Amundson United States 
Bishop Edoka Amuta United States 
Mrs. Victoria Amuta Nigeria 

 
Nick Anak Jefri Malaysia 

Dr Dorothy Anamah Nigeria 
Reverend Lance Anaya United States 

 
Denise Anders-Modest United States 

 
Andy Anderson United States 

Rev. Nola Anderson United States 

 
Cheryl Anderson United States 

Rev. Danita Anderson United States 
Dr. Pablo Andiñach Argentina 
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Dr. Pablo Andiñach United States 
Rev. Sheel Andrews India 
Rev Lilian Ang Singapore 
Miss Ingrid Angol Dominica 
Ms. Edith Ankrah Liberia 
Rev. Mercedita Antipolo Philippines 
Mrs Paulyne Anyanwu Nigeria 
Mrs. Loise Anyiri Kenya 
Mrs Elizabeth Aphane South Africa 
Rev. Armando Arellano United States 
Mrs. Deborah Arellano United States 
Sir Francis Aremu United States 
Mrs. Elizabeth Aremu United States 
Mrs. Aderemi Ariyo Nigeria 
Very 
Reverend Idowu Ariyo Nigeria 
Ms Brenda Armstrong Belize 
Rev Annie Arnoldy United States 
Very Rev. Tunde Arogundade United States 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Kwaku Asamoah Okyere United States 
Ms Jasmine Ashe Antigua And Barbuda 
Mrs. Famatta Ashong Liberia 
Mr. Tola Atinmo Nigeria 
Rev. Cristine Atrero Philippines 

 
Sandar Aung United States 

Dr. Sharon Austin United States 
Rev. Sharon Austin Jamaica 
Rev. Deedee Autry United States 
Rev. Edgar Avitia United States 
Very Rev Opeyemi Awe United States 
Mrs. Comfort Awosedo United States 
Mrs. Abimbola Ayara United States 
Mr. Lu Aye Myanmar 
Bishop Samuel Azariah United States 

 
Khushnud Azariah United States 

Mrs. Colette Azonwade Dide France 
Mr Nomel Baah Ghana 

 
Narangerel Baasankhuu Mongolia 

Mrs. Cecilia Babalola Nigeria 
Mrs. Tinuwola Bademosi Nigeria 
Mrs. Lisong Bah Nee Chapman Gambia 

 
Taylorie Bailey United States 

 
Roxanne Bainbridge United Kingdom 

Mrs Theresa Bakali Zimbabwe 
Mrs Litiana Balawa New Zealand 

 
Robin Ball United States 

Bishop Sandra Ball United States 
Mrs. Esperanza Baltazar United States 
Mrs Bonginkosi Bango South Africa 
Rev. Dr. Tevita Banivanua Fiji 
Rev. Kimberly Barker-Brugman United States 
Rev. Constance Barnes United States 
Rev Delores Barrett United States 
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Rev. Patrick Barrett United States 
Rev Dr John Barrett United Kingdom 
Dr Candace Barron United States 

 
Mark Barrow 

 Mrs Marjorie Barry Netherlands Antilles 
Mrs. Rose Bassey 

 
 

Sheila Bates United States 
Mrs Sarah Batisaresare New Zealand 
Bishop George Battle United States 
Mrs Iris Battle United States 
Rev. Linda Baumheckel United States 
Mr Marco Bautista Mexico 
Rev. Sara Bayles United States 
Mrs. Rosaline Beah United States 
Rev. Amelia Beasley United States 

 
Zach Bechtold United States 

Rev. Dr. Bernadette Beckett United States 
Ms Ruby Beech United Kingdom 

 
Stella Beene-Venson United States 

Mrs Marva Belfast Trinidad And Tobago 
Rev Velda Bell United States 
Rev. Marjorie Belmont-Burns United States 
Ms Alice Belton United States 
Mrs. Juliana Ben-Eghan 

 
 

Cleivy Benitez Rivalta Angola 
Mrs Elmita Benjamin Virgin Islands (British) 
Miss Holly Bennett United Kingdom 
Ms Patricia Bennett Belize 
Mrs Marilene Bennett Barbados 
Mrs Barbara Bennewith Australia 
Rev Peter Benzie New Zealand 

 
Marisa Bergman United States 

Dr Stefano Bertuzzi Italy 
Miss Maureen Besa 

 Rev. Wanda Bess United States 

 
Bobby Best United States 

Rev Kay Adams Best United States 
Mrs. Josefa Bethea Wall United States 

 
Kubikisha Betty Congo, The Democratic Republic Of 

Mrs. Neyoma Beverly United States 
Rev. Dr. John Beyers United States 
Rev. James Bhagwan Fiji 
Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai United States 
Mrs Litia Bitu New Zealand 
Rev Allen Black United States 
Dr Bridget Blackshear United States 

 
Mele Blagojevich United States 

Mr. Earl Bledsoe United States 

 
Laura Blevins United States 

Rev. Derrill Blue United States 
Dr. Ellen Blue United States 
Mr. Kwame Boafo 

 Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr. United States 
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Susan Bob-Nwachukwu United States 

Mrs. Mariama Bockari Sierra Leone 
Rev. Dr. Karen Boehk United States 
Rev. Dr. Michelle Bogue-Trost United States 
Mr Che Boh Malaysia 

 
Joy Eva Bohol United States 

 
Jeremiah Edward Bohol Philippines 

Ms. Barbara Boigegrain United States 

 
Jackie Bolden United States 

Dr Cynthia Bond Hopson United States 
Rev Margaret Bondera 

 Mrs Tessie Bonner United States 
Rev Hannah Bonner United States 
Rev Sandra Bonnette-Kim United States 

 
Jean Bonney United States 

Rev. Lynn Borgeson United States 
Mrs Diana Bosman 

 
 

Jeff Bouis United States 
Dr. Jeanette Bouknight United States 
Ms. Leticia Bourges Argentina 
Rev Phyllis Bowers United States 
Rev. Richard Bowers United States 
Ms Joyce Bowles United States 

 
Barbara Bowser United States 

Mrs Carla Boyce-Smith Panama 
Mrs Lauren Brabbs United Kingdom 
Rev Jackie Bradford United States 

 
Brittany Bradley United States 

 
Diane Braun United States 

Mrs Loretta Bray New Zealand 

 
Glenna Brayton United States 

Deacon Pamela Brice Bahamas 
Reverend Lindy Broderick United States 

 
Jane Brooks United States 

 
Kelly Brooks United States 

Rev. Gail Brooks United States 

 
Gennifer Brooks United States 

Dr. Michael Browder United States 
Rev Kevin Brown United States 
Mrs. Lula Brown United States 

 
Ollie Brown United States 

 
Lissa Belle Brown Philippines 

Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Brown United States 

 
Angela Brown United States 

Rev Kathryn Brown United States 

 
Sheila Browne Barbados 

Mrs. Wanita Browne-Toh 
 Mrs Anne Browse United Kingdom 

Mrs. Keneshia Bryan Jamaica 
Mr. Rick Bryant United States 

 
Stephen Bryant United States 

Mrs. Phyllis Buchner Canada 
Mrs Roye Buck United States 
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Mrs Salote Builoma New Zealand 
Rev. Angela Bulhof United States 

 
Vidette Bullock-Mixon United States 

Mr Joseph Bundala Tanzania, United Republic 
Mrs Anne Barbara Bünger-Zürcher Switzerland 
Rev Lyn Burden Australia 
Mr Peter Burden Australia 
Mrs. Sandra Burfitt United States 
Mr. Gregory Burfitt United States 
Rev. Mary Burnell United States 
Rev Teresa Burnett-Cole Canada 
Dr Bruce Burns United States 
Ms. Vanessee Burns United States 
Rev David Bush New Zealand 
Miss Aimee Bush New Zealand 
Mrs Kudzai Busumani 

 Dr. Mathew Byamungu Tanzania, United Republic 
Rev. Andrea Byer United States 
Mrs Zukiswa Caba South Africa 

 
Xiaoming Cai Papua New Guinea 

Dr. Lynne Caldwell United States 
Mr. David Calhoun United States 
Rev Mark Calhoun United States 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell United States 
Rev. Dr. Victoria Campbell United States 
Miss Patricia Campbell Bahamas 
Mr Carl Campbell Bahamas 
Rev. Dr. Ted Campbell United States 
Dr. Barbara Campbell United States 
Mrs Alicia Campos United States 
Mr Paulo Campos Junior Brazil 
Dr Dora Canales Peru 
Mr. Floreuce Dale Cancio United States 
Rev. Dr. Dwight Cannon United States 
Ms Emma Cantor United States 

 
Shirley Canty United States 

Rev. Dr. Kim Cape United States 

 
Kenris Carey Bahamas 

Dr. Jerry Carlisle United States 
Rev. Walla Carlsson Sweden 
Mrs. Nancy Carmona Chile 
Mrs Fermina Carmona De Jesus Dominican Republic 
Bishop Ken Carter United States 
Bishop Kenneth Carter United States 
Rev. Joan Carter-Rimbach United States 
Rev Mary Cartwright United States 

 
Emerson Castillo El Salvador 

Rev Suva Catford United Kingdom 
Rev. Beth Caulfield United States 
Mrs Niumai Cavuilati Fiji 

 
Delmetria Cayson Combs United States 

Dr. Elvira Cazombo Angola 
Mr. Robin Chakkalayil Thomas India 
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Mrs. Ileen Chalwell Virgin Islands (British) 

 
Pik Wan Chan Malaysia 

Mrs Loveness Chandigere United Kingdom 
Mrs Mildred Chandiwana United Kingdom 
Rev. Hikari Chang Japan 

 
Midiah Changachirere South Africa 

Mrs Patricia Chapman New Zealand 
Rev. Dr David Chapman United Kingdom 
Dr. Wallace Chappell United States 
Mrs Ellen Charimari United States 
Mrs Elizabeth Charles India 
Mrs. Judy Charles Virgin Islands (U.S.) 
Dr. Matthew Charlton United States 

 
Jalene Chase-Sands United States 

 
Junku Cheon Korea, Republic Of 

Ps . Bee Cheong Australia 
Rev Kah Hee Chew Australia 
Ms Flora Chew Singapore 
Mrs Margaret Chichetu United Kingdom 
Miss Nancy Chidawa United Kingdom 
Bishop Chukwudi Chiemeka 

 Mrs. Patience Chiemeka 
 Rev Ching Chiew Australia 

Miss Merenia Chifamba 
 Mrs Florence Chigodora United Kingdom 

Mrs Lillian Chikara South Africa 

 
Ivy Chikodzi 

 Miss Peace Chikwendu 
 Mrs Ida Chimedza 
 Miss Ellen Chimowa 
 Miss Alice Chindomu 
 Mrs Regina Chindomu United Kingdom 

Mrs Nomusa Chindomu 
 Mrs Mary Chingwena United States 

Mrs Eileen Chinyadza United States 
Mrs Leshina Chinyati Bolivia 

 
Rosemary Chinyere 

 Mrs Priscella Chiraramiro United States 
Mr Godwin Chiraramiro United States 
Mrs Joyce Chirume 

 Mrs Rubby Chishakwe United Kingdom 
Mrs Bella Chisveto 

 
 

Sipiwe Chisvo Canada 
Mrs Jane Chitsunge 

 Mrs Clara Chiutsi 
 

 
Rosemary Chiweshe South Africa 

Mrs Jennifer Chiwutsi 
 

 
Chae Yeon Cho Korea, Republic Of 

 
Jennifer Cho United States 

Mrs Khin Than Cho United States 
Ms Laizah Chombe United States 
Madam Meng Foong Chong Malaysia 
Dr. Hwa Young Chong United States 
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Reverend Olga Maria Choto Ranchaze Mozambique 
Rev. Diane Christianson United States 

 
Musumb Christine Congo, The Democratic Republic Of 

Rev. Arlene Christopherson United States 
Prof Andrew Chukwuemerie 

 
 

Bongsoon Chung Korea, Republic Of 

 
Janice Clark United States 

 
Angela Clarke Barbados 

Mrs Dianne Claughton New Zealand 
Mrs. Danette Clifton United States 

 
Nancy Cobbs United States 

Ms. Clyta Coder United States 

 
Jacob Cogman United States 

 
James Cogman United States 

Rev. Johnsie Cogman United States 
Sir Jimmy Coker 

 Rev Abayomi Coker 
 Rev.Dr. Sondra Coleman United States 

Rev. Jackie Collins United States 
Rev. Jackie Collins United States 
Rev. Eleanor Colvin United States 
Rev. Shannon Conklin-Miller United States 
Rev John Connan Australia 
Mrs Ann Connan Australia 
Mr Nicholas Connan Australia 

 
Kelly Conner United States 

Rev Carol Cook United States 
Rev Beth Cook United States 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Cooper United States 
Mrs Alice Cooper Sweden 
Rev. Terence Corkin Australia 
Rev. Yolanda Correa Puerto Rico 
Mrs. Debora Correa Peru 
Mrs. Ana Correa Peru 

 
Myriam Cortes 

 Mrs Lilian Cotto United States 
Mrs Genifer Cowling United Kingdom 
Mr. Randall Cox United States 
Rev Dr Joanne Cox-Darling United Kingdom 
Bishop George Crenshaw United States 
Rev. Debra Crumpton United States 
Dr. Carmichael Crutchfield United States 
Rev. Helen Cunanan Philippines 
Fr Anthony Currer Italy 

 
Sue D'Alessio United States 

Mrs Elizabeth Dandara 
 Mrs. Asha Daniel India 

Dr. Anne Daniel United States 
Dr. Geraldine Daniels United States 
Mr Adeyemi Dare United States 
Mrs. Bozena Daszuta Poland 
Mrs. Elizabeth Davies United States 
Miss Ursula Davies Sierra Leone 
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Pastor Sean Davis Jamaica 
Ms. Nancy Davis United States 
Mr. Claytie Davis United States 
Rev. Hr Davis United States 
Rev. Jennifer Day United States 
Rev. Alfred Day United States 
Reverend Edgar De Jesus United States 
Rev. Dr. Cristian De La Rosa United States 

 
Felippe Regis De Oliveira Brazil 

Rev. Megan Dean United States 

 
Robin Dease United States 

Rev. Anne Deche Kenya 
Rev. Dr. Valentin Dedji United Kingdom 
Mrs. Judy Deere United States 
Mrs. Denise Dekker Argentina 

 
Lauren Delano United States 

 
Carrie Deleon United States 

Rev Pamela Delport South Africa 
Rev. Dr. Donna Dempewolf United States 
Mrs. Hilda Denkyi 

 Dr. Lena Marie Dennis 
 Miss Grace Dennis Trinidad And Tobago 

Ms. Christiane Depestre United States 
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar United States 

 
Audrey Deveaux Bahamas 

 
Judy Deveaux Bahamas 

Mrs Sarah Dibi United States 
Reverend Dwight Dillard United States 
Very Rev. Peter Dim 

 Mrs. Osinachi Dim 
 Rev. Annnette Dimond United States 

Mrs Patricia Dixon 
 Rev Kevin Dobson Australia 

Mrs Carlotta Dodds Dominica 
Rev. Carolyn Doering United States 
Miss Shirley Dollison Saint Martin 
Dr. Mrs Florence Dolphyne 

 Mrs Shirley Dominick United States 
Mrs Lindeka Dondashe South Africa 
Mrs Lorato Dondashe South Africa 
Miss Beverly Donovan Virgin Islands (British) 

 
Phil Dorcas United States 

 
Beth Dorcas United States 

Rev. Junius Dotson United States 
Mrs. Barbara Douglas United States 

 
Tania Dozeman United States 

Rev. Dr. Raponzil Drake United States 

 
Edith Dube South Africa 

Mrs Talatoka Ducivaki New Zealand 

 
Frances Dugan United States 

 
Sheldon Dugas Canada 

Mrs Norah Dumbutshena United Kingdom 
Mrs. Rosetta Dunham United States 
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Dr. Maxie Dunnam United States 
Ms. Sandra Dunning Canada 
Mrs Hannah Dupigny Dominica 
Mrs Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker United States 

 
Ketcia Durand Henry Haiti 

Mrs Doris Dyasi South Africa 
Mr Patrick Dyasi South Africa 

 
Sally Dyck United States 

Rev. Omar Dykes United States 

 
Panashe Dzvene 

 Mr Edmund E Singapore 
Mrs. Waverly Earley United States 
Rev. Carol Eastin United States 
Archbishop Christopher Ede 

 Mrs. Phoebe Ede 
 Mrs Stella Edem 
 

 
Magdala Edmond United States 

Rev. Valencia Edner United States 
Ms Eren Edwards Virgin Islands (U.S.) 

 
Helen Edwards Virgin Islands (U.S.) 

Ms Irina Efremova Russian Federation 
Very Rev. Williams Egbetakin United States 
Hon. Chuks Egbo United States 
Ms Yukiko Ehara Japan 
Mrs. Regina Eke 

 Very Rev. Dr. Chinonyerem Ekebuisi 
 Mrs. Margaret Ekong 
 Mrs Leocadie Elegbe Gbian 
 Herr Christhard Elle Germany 

Ms Christine Elliott United Kingdom 
Mrs Grace Emoefe United States 
Ms Alice Jawan Empaling Malaysia 
Ms Christy-Anna Errington United Kingdom 

 
Amelia-Rose Errington United Kingdom 

Mrs. Jan Ervin United States 

 
Dorothea "Dottie" Escobedo-Frank United States 

Mrs Martha Escudero De Vizcarra Mexico 
Rev. Dr. Willa Estell United States 

 
Clara Ester United States 

 
Pamela Estes United States 

 
Wayne Evans United States 

 
Renee Evans United States 

Miss Chinasa Ewa Udu United States 
Bishop Ayuk Ewube Central African Republic 
Bishop Sunday Eze United States 
Mrs. Ijeoma Eze 

 Very Rev. Chinedum Eziuku 
 Mrs Rosa Fa'Afuata New Zealand 

Most Revd H Faal-Heim 
 Mrs Corazon Factora Philippines 

Rt. Rev Olugbenga Fafeyiwa United States 
Mrs Hannah Fafeyiwa United States 
Mrs Elisabeth Fagbohoun 
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Miss Mema Faioso New Zealand 
Deaconess Olanike Fakayode 

 Mrs Akosita Falala New Zealand 
Mrs Leungseu Faleatua New Zealand 

 
Robert Fannin United States 

Mrs. Rose Farhat 
 Mr Ricardo Faria Brazil 

Mrs Nodi Fatyi South Africa 

 
Raquel Feagins United States 

Rev Laura Feliciano United States 
Rev. Marlin Fenn United States 
Mrs. Deveral Ferguson Bahamas 
Pastor Andreia Fernandes Brazil 
Bishop Marisa Ferreira Brazil 
Rev. Fabiana Ferreira Brazil 
Dr David Field Switzerland 
Mrs Johanna Figueroa Toledo United States 
Mrs Maata Fihaki Tonga 
Mrs Mele Finau New Zealand 
Reverend David Finau New Zealand 

 
Mariatu Finoh Sierra Leone 

Miss Janet Fiusati Tonga 
Rev. Generald Fleming United States 
Rev. Vicky Fleming United States 
Rev Julie Fleurinor-Moore United States 
Me. Israel Flores Spain 
Ms Beatrice Fofanah Sierra Leone 
Mrs Titilayo Folarin United States 
Rev Raymond Fong Singapore 
Mr Richard Fong Singapore 

 
Olivia Fonnie Sierra Leone 

Ms Katherine Foo Singapore 
Ms. Harriette Ford United States 
Rev. Dr. Judy Forney United States 
Ms Roslyn Fortune United States 

 
Sheila Foster United States 

Eng Olusegun Fowode 
 Mrs Oluwatoyin Fowode 
 Rev. Dr. Eddie Fox United States 

Rev Kim Francis Australia 
Rev Stephen Francis Australia 
Mrs Erlyn Francis-Mohammed Trinidad And Tobago 
Mrs. Njideka Frank-Eme 

 Rev Anthony Franklin-Ross New Zealand 
Rev. Matthew Franks United States 
Rev. Rochelle Frazier United States 
Dr. George Freeman United States 

 
Matthew Freeman United States 

 
Elaine Friedrich United States 

 
David Friswell United Kingdom 

 
Sarah Friswell United Kingdom 

Mrs Cheryl Fritz Trinidad And Tobago 
Bishop Clement W. Fugh United States 
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Dr. Aleze Fulbright United States 

 
Susan Fuquay United States 

 
Rob Fuquay United States 

Pr. Harley Furtado Brazil 
Dr Nelson Furtado Brazil 
Rev Ulisses Furtado Brazil 
Mrs Ottilia Furusa United States 
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Mrs Maureen Mutepfa 

 Rev Vienna Mutezo 
 Mrs Lilian Muthuri Kenya 

Mrs Lynette Mutize 
 Mrs Chipo Mutsambiwa United Kingdom 

Mrs Mukai Mutsawu United Kingdom 
Bishop Catherine Mutua Kenya 
Mr Samuel Mutungi Kenya 
Mrs. Erica Mutwiri Kenya 
Mrs Margaret Mutyambizi 

 Mrs Joyline Muvami 
 Mrs Elizabeth Muyambo United States 

Miss Shalom Muyambo United Kingdom 
Mrs Tsitsi Muyemayema 

 Mrs Vuyelwa Mvunyiswa South Africa 
Mrs Annah Mwadiwa United Kingdom 
Mr Joseph Mwaine Kenya 
Mrs Charity Mwamburi Kenya 

 
Margaret Mwamuka United States 

Mrs Margaret Mwangi Kenya 
Mrs. Rachel Mwarumba Kenya 
Mr Amos Mwebia Kenya 
Mrs Fridah Mwenda Kenya 
Mrs Francisca Mwendia Kenya 
Mrs Alice Mwila Kenya 
Mrs Stella Mwirigi Kenya 
Mrs Susan Mwiti Kenya 
Mr Charles Mwiti Kenya 
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William Mwongo United States 

Mrs. Edith Mworia Kenya 
Mrs Rose Mworia Kenya 
Mrs Tinotenda Myambo United States 
Mrs Khin San Myint 

 Ms. Paulette Myrie-Hodge United States 

 
Zivai Mzila-Sibanda United States 

Mrs Joyce Mzilethi United States 
Mrs. Rina Nadeem Pakistan 
Mrs Atalina Nagaseu Samoa 
Mrs Norma Nagendran Sri Lanka 
Rev. Denny Nainggolan Indonesia 
Mrs Kagwiria Naituli Kenya 
Mrs Maca Nakuta New Zealand 
Pastor Roe Nall United States 
Rev Soohyun Nam Korea, Republic Of 

 
Urjinkhand Namgar Mongolia 

Mrs. Dorcas Nanguy Epse Adou 
 

 
Paula Napier United States 

 
Elna Narine Trinidad And Tobago 

Dr Amos Nascimento United States 
Mrs Sonia Nascimento Brazil 
Mrs Maimunah Natasha Indonesia 
Mrs. Salanieta Naucabalavu Fiji 
Rev Sanele Ncobeni South Africa 
Mrs Sikhangezile Ncube United Kingdom 
Mr Leopold Ndaki Kenya 
Mrs Tafadzwa Ndoro United Kingdom 
Mr Sunny Ndukwe United States 
Rev Puong Kiong Nee Australia 
Mrs. Roslyn Neely United States 
Rev Christopher Neely Bahamas 
Rev. Tina Nees United States 

 
Beth Neil United States 

Mrs. Muriel Nelson 
 Mrs Vera Nelson United Kingdom 

 
Marcilia Nelson Barbados 

Rev Dr Leao Neto United Kingdom 
Mr. Cecil Newbold Bahamas 
Mrs Josephine Newell United Kingdom 
Mrs. Patricia Newell Pennant Jamaica 
Mr Geok Ng Malaysia 
Ms Katherine Ng Hong Kong 
Mr Kin Yuen Ng Hong Kong 
Mr. Malsawmdaw Nga 

 Dr Arapera Ngaha New Zealand 

 
Pui San Ngai Hong Kong 

Rev. Dr. Zam Ngam United Kingdom 

 
Hannah Ng'Ang'A Kenya 

Mrs Rose Ngatunyi Kenya 
Mrs. Ngo Um Ngele United States 
Mrs Zola Ngeleza South Africa 
Mrs Thini Ngonyama South Africa 



 

161 

 

Mrs Katenga Ngoy Congo, The Democratic Republic Of 
Mrs Xoliswa Ngqangweni South Africa 
Ms. King Ming Ngu Papua New Guinea 

 
Shaylet Ngubo South Africa 

Mrs Audrey Ngumi Solomon Islands 

 
Quynh-Hoa Nguyen Vietnam 

 
Vindo Aci Nguyen Australia 

Miss Nokuphiwa Ngwadle South Africa 

 
Joaquina Nhanala Mozambique 

Mrs Passion Nhekairo Musa 
 Mrs Greater Nhiwatiwa 
 Mrs Duduzile Nhlapo South Africa 

Rev Mphegwa Nhlapo South Africa 
Mrs Getrude Nhunhama 

 Mrs Susanna Nickson 
 Rev. Domenico Nigrelli United States 

Rev. Michiko Nishinosono Japan 

 
Elvine Nkhata Malawi 

Mr James Nkosi South Africa 
Bishop Udo Nmeregini 

 Mr. Chinedu Nnajiuba United States 
Mrs. Ifunanya Nnajiuba 

 Mr. Lebee Nnam United States 
Dr. Ifeyinwa Nnamchi-Ukaegbu 

 Bishop Joseph Nnonah United States 
Mrs. Chinwe Nnonah 

 Rev Andy Noel United States 
Rev. Paulo Nogueira Brazil 
Mrs Lungelwa Nomxego South Africa 
Mrs Phathisa Noqayi South Africa 
Bishop Samuel Nortey United States 
Mrs. Kehinde Nortey 

 Mrs Thoko Nqoko South Africa 
Mrs Doreen Nteere Kenya 
Mr Ita Ntekim United States 
Mrs. Zipporah Ntibuka Kenya 
Mrs Pauline Ntombura Kenya 
Ms Olive Ntombura Kenya 
Mrs Lady Gloria Nunes Brazil 
Very Rev Ifeanyichukwu Nwade United States 

 
Obinna Nwafor United States 

Ms. Patricia Nwagbogu United States 
Mr Emerson Nwakanma United States 
Mrs Adaku Nwakanma United States 
Very Rev. Onyekachi Nwakanma United Kingdom 
Archbishop Chimezuo Nwankpa 

 Mrs Gladys Nyabinde United Kingdom 
Mrs Joyce Nyabvure 

 Mrs Matilda Nyadzayo United States 
Mrs. Tabitha Nyaga 

 Mrs Bertha Nyamasoka 
 Mrs Rosemary Nyamhukutu United Kingdom 

Mrs Lilly Nyamushanya 
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Ms Peace Nyamweda United States 
Mrs Juliana Nyangari South Africa 
Mrs Rumbidzai Nyanjaya Australia 
Rev Yvonne Nyanungo 

 Mrs. Rosemary Nyarugwe 
 

 
Margaret Nyaumwe 

 Rev Mxolisi Nyembe South Africa 
Mrs Zime Nyembezi South Africa 
Rev. Robertha Nyenkan 

 Ms Nomalizo Nyobole South Africa 
Mrs Pectunia Nyoni United States 
Mrs Dorothy Nzima United States 

 
Ji Eun O (Mori) United States 

Rev. Michelle Oberwise Lacock United States 
Mrs. Taiwo Odejayi 

 Engr. Olufemi Odejimi 
 Most Rev Charles Oderinde 
 Ms. Gladys Odoi United Kingdom 

Dr. Janet Bell Odom United States 
Mrs. Chika Odu 

 Most Rev Luke Odubanjo United States 

 
Mercy Oduyoye United States 

Dr. Fergus O'Ferrall Ireland 
Bishop Edem Offiong United States 
Dr. Mrs. Grace Ofoegbu 

 Mrs Irene Ofori-Teiko United States 
Mr. Imafidon Ogbebor 

 Mr. Emmanuel Ogichen United States 
Mr. Ademola Ogunbiyi United States 
Very Rev. Taiwo Ogunfile 

 Bishop Oluyemisi Ogunlere 
 Mrs. Elizabeth Ogunlere 
 Dr Babajide Ogunnaike 
 Mrs Adetutu Ogunniake United States 

Sir Adebola Ogunsanwo United States 
Mr. Abel Ogwuche United States 

 
Shim Ae Oh Korea, Republic Of 

Dr. Deborah Oh 
 Sir Emmanuel Oha 
 Bishop Job Ohu United States 

 
Grace Okanlawon United States 

Mrs Ugonna Okenwa 
 Mrs. Justina Okereke United States 

Mr. Chukwuma Okereke United States 
Sir Ndidi Okereke United States 
Mrs Victoria Okereke 

 Mrs Nneoma Okoroafor 
 Ms Kinu Okubo Japan 

Mr. Okure Okure 
 Very Rev. Sunday Olabode United States 

Miss Iwalola Olarewaju United States 
Bishop Ayobami Olawuyi United States 
Mrs. Olufunmilayo Olawuyi 
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Dr Olubunmi Olayisade United Kingdom 

 
Danielle Oliveira Brazil 

Rev Rosangela Oliveira United States 
Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto United States 

 
Harriett Jane Olson United States 

 
Harriett Jane Olson United States 

Mrs. Ladeinde Oluwadamilola United States 
Mr George Olvik Sweden 
Very Rev Ominiyi Omisakin 

 Mrs Foluke Omisakin 
 Mrs. Ebunoluwa Omotoso 
 Mr Oladipo Onaeko 
 Very Rev Simeon Onaleke 
 Mrs Victoria Oni United States 

Mrs. Zipporah Onoh United States 

 
Emmanuel Onuagha 

 
 

Livinus Onuagha United States 
Bishop Sunday Onuoha United States 
Rev Ugonna Onuoha United States 
Bishop Chibuzo Opoko United States 
Mrs. Alice Opoko United States 
Rev. Dr. Martha Orphe United States 
Rev Kimberly Orr United States 
Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega 

 Mrs Anaseini Osborne New Zealand 
Mr. Babatunde Osikoya 

 Sir Ogala Osoka United Kingdom 
Bishop 'Bola Osujuyigbe 

 Rev Elizabeth Ott United States 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough United States 

 
Charlene Ough United States 

Mrs. Ibironke Oworu 
 Very Rev. David Adisa Oyebade United States 

Mr. Rasheed Oyeshola United States 
Mrs. Margaret Oyesola United States 
Rev Faulalo Paaga Samoa 
Rev Diane Pacione United States 

 
Liliana Padilla United States 

Mrs Valerie Palmer 
 Dr Deidre Palmer Australia 

Dr Lawrence Palmer Australia 
Ms Daisy Pang Singapore 

 
Rosanna Panizo Peru 

Dr Claudio Paravati Italy 
Rev. Dr. Hirho Park United States 
Dr. Eun Sil Park Korea, Republic Of 
Ms. Chan Mi Park Korea, Republic Of 

 
Jong Chun Park Korea, Republic Of 

 
Myung Eun Park United States 

 
Geoffrey Parker United States 

Dr. Evelyn Parker United States 
Dr. Evelyn Parker United States 
Mrs Ruth Parrott United Kingdom 
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Ms. Marie Parsons Canada 
Mr. Marvin Parvez Pakistan 
Mrs Susan Pasi 

 Mrs Petronella Pasipamire 
 Rev Jenny Pathmarajah United Kingdom 

Dr. Sheron Patterson United States 
Ms Ruth Payne Netherlands Antilles 
Ms Geraldina Payne Netherlands Antilles 
Presiding 
Elder Brenda Payne United States 
Mr Steve Pearce United Kingdom 
Rev. Katie Pearce United States 
Ms. Polly Pearson United States 

 
Margaret Pedler Australia 

Mrs Junicha Peega South Africa 

 
Kgakalane Peega South Africa 

 
Karen Pehrson United States 

 
Bruce Pehrson United States 

Mr Sumith Peiris Sri Lanka 
Mrs. Roshini Peiris Sri Lanka 
Mrs Marie Pekeur-Fortuin South Africa 
Miss Luiza Pereira Brazil 
Mr Luciano Pereira Da Silva Panama 
Mrs. Ivonne Pereira Diaz Chile 
Bishop Ricardo Pereira Díaz 

 Ms Shemeka Perry United States 

 
Yolanda Perry United States 

Mrs Moe Petaia New Zealand 
Mrs Kulaea Peu Tonga 
Rev Sekai Pfupa United States 
Ms Cynthia Phillips United States 
Mrs. Marcelle Phillips Barbados 
Rev. Carmen Pickett United States 
Rev. Karli Pidgeon United States 
Rev. Jolita Pieciaite-Erbele Lithuania 
Mrs Edith Piedt South Africa 
Rev. Garland Pierce United States 
Rev June Pier-Fitzgerald United States 
Mr. Roderick Pinder Bahamas 
Rev. William Poland United States 
Rev/ Yuk Kuen Poon Hong Kong 
Ms. Julie Poore United States 
Mrs Lesieli Pope New Zealand 
Dr. Priscilla Pope-Levinson United States 

 
Michael Popkin United States 

Mrs. Melody Popkin United States 

 
Soad Elena Porras Mexico 

Ms. Linda Porter United States 
Mrs Malofou Potoi Samoa 

 
Christine Potter United States 

Mrs. Karalaini Powell Fiji 

 
Staccato Powell United States 

Ms. Vickie Powell-Bass United States 
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Rev. Samuel Powers United States 
Mrs Cynthia Pozzo 

 Rev Ranganathan Prabhu Singapore 
Mrs Vinita Prakash India 
Mrs Urmila Prasad Fiji 
Most Rev. Titus Pratt United States 
Mrs Iris Priam Trinidad And Tobago 
Mr. James Price United States 

 
Amanda Price United States 

Rev Dr Ian Price Australia 
Ms Sharonne Price Australia 

 
Belinda Price United States 

Mrs. Lenka Prochazkova Slovakia 

 
Ivana Prochazkova Czech Republic 

Mrs. Maritza Proenza Ortega 
 Rev Natalia Prokhorova Russian Federation 

 
Volodymyr Prokip Ukraine 

Mrs Lal Than Pui United States 
Mrs Uila Pulu New Zealand 
Mrs Leu Pupulu New Zealand 
Miss Sina-I-Faleu Pupulu New Zealand 

 
Soon Pyo Korea, Republic Of 

Mrs Veronica Qarau United States 
Miss Ldyia Kwakor Quartey-Papafio 

 Mrs Rowena Quintanilla Australia 
Mr. Agustín Quiroz Martínez Mexico 

 
Finda Quiwa Sierra Leone 

Rev. Erin Racine United States 
Ms Sharon Rader United States 
Mrs Matshidiso Raikane South Africa 
Mr. Rajamony Rajadurai Sri Lanka 
Miss Tharika Rajapakse Sri Lanka 
Ms Susan Rakabopa United States 
Rev Nohemi Ramirez United States 
Ms Hilda Ramushu United States 
Mrs Cresentia Rarayi United Kingdom 
Mr Mighty Rasing United States 
Pastor Rudy Rasmus United States 

 
Juanita Rasmus United States 

Rev Michael Ratliff United States 
Mrs Laisa Ratucoka New Zealand 
Mrs Esther Razo United Kingdom 

 
Corey Read United States 

Rev. Victoria Rebeck United States 
Dr. Harold Recinos United States 
Dr. Harold Recinos 

 Bishop Lawrence Reddick United States 
Lady Marla Reid United States 
Bishop Frank Reid, Iii United States 
Dr. Kimberly Reisman United States 

 
Maria Reyna United States 

Mrs Lidia Ribet Italy 

 
Yvette Richards United States 
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Clarista Richards 

 Mrs. Geraldine Richardson United States 

 
Brittany Richardson Watson 

 Rev Rex Rigby Australia 
Mrs Damaris Rintari Kenya 
Mrs Jennifer Riungu Kenya 
Bishop Gary Rivas South Africa 
Dr. Eduardo Rivera United States 
Rev. Dede Roberts United States 

 
Mataiva Robertson 

 
 

Joshua Robertson New Zealand 
Mrs. Ruth Robinson United States 
Mrs Gillian Robinson United Kingdom 
Dr Elaine Robinson United States 

 
Erica Robinson-Johnson United States 

Mrs Cathleen Robyn South Africa 
Mrs. Eliana Rodriguez Lorca United States 
Rev. Eduardo Rodriguez Rios Nicaragua 

 
Paloma Rodríguez-Rivera Puerto Rico 

 
Jeanne Roe Smith United States 

 
Camilla Roed Norway 

Madam Edith Rogers Sierra Leone 

 
Naomi Rogers United States 

Rev. Dr. Fred Rogers United States 
Dr. Princess Rogers Pegues United States 
Rev. Dr. Sarah Rohret United States 
Rev. Dr. Sherri Rood United States 
Bishop Luiz Vergilio Rosa Brazil 
Mrs. Yonnette Rose-Greaves Guyana 
Dr Willa Ross United States 
Mrs Rita Rowe United Kingdom 

 
Sonia Rowe Barbados 

Rev Mark Rowland United Kingdom 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Royappa United States 
Mrs Sheilla Rubaba South Africa 

 
Mary Rublee United States 

Rev. Douglas Ruffle United States 

 
Janeth Rufino Philippines 

Mrs Shillah Rugoyi 
 Mrs Evergreen Rulumeni South Africa 

 
Tia Runion United States 

Mr. Bruno Rusca Argentina 
Mrs Millie Ruscito United States 
Ms Jane Rusero 

 Mrs Portia Rushika 
 Ms. Shunila Ruth Pakistan 

Mrs Kyung Hee Sa United States 
Mrs Annia Saburi 

 Mrs Stella Sadza United Kingdom 
Dr. Jerome Sahabandhu Sri Lanka 
Dr Oreoluwa Salau United States 

 
Andris Salter United States 

Mrs Araba Sam 
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Rev. Ayla Samson United States 

 
Serna Samuel United States 

Mrs Esther Samuel India 
Mr. Myat San 

 Mrs Tracy Sanangurai 
 Rev. Silverio Sanchez United States 

 
Ethel Sandy Sierra Leone 

Mrs Rugare Sango-Moyo 
 Mr. Paul Sanicky United States 

 
Siobhan Sargent United States 

Rev Robert Sathuri United States 
Mrs. Teresa Sathuri United States 
Mrs Felicity Savado United States 
Rev Denise Sawyer United States 
Mrs Fumi Schaaf New Zealand 
Mrs. Ulrike Schuler Germany 

 
Ben Schulz United States 

Mrs. Dawn Scotland Antigua And Barbuda 
Dr. Laurel Scott United States 
Mrs Lynne Scott New Zealand 
Mr Kim Seah Singapore 
Mrs Sarah Sekano South Africa 

 
Elmira Sellu Sierra Leone 

Mrs Metlhana Seloane South Africa 

 
Vivian Senesie Sierra Leone 

Mr. Alain Serrano Mexico 
Bishop Anilkumar Servand India 
Mrs Shilwiya Servand India 
Reverend Vernon Shannon United States 
Rev. Desi Sharp United States 

 
Prospero David Sharpe Obiamo Equatorial Guinea 

Miss Christine Shayanowako United Kingdom 
Ms Jo (Elna) Sheetz United States 
Bishop Ann Sherer United States 
Mrs Pumla Shibambo South Africa 
Rev. Hyun-Ju Shin Korea, Republic Of 

 
Kyunghae Anna Shin United States 

Dr. Ola Shobowale United States 
Rev. Christopher Shoemaker United States 
Rev Abiba Shomari United States 
Rev Sarah Shoup United States 
Rev. Claude Shuford United States 
Ms E Siaba United States 
Rev. Fernando Siaba United States 
Mrs Tabeth Sibanda 

 Mrs Nobuntu Sibhidla 
 Rev Khaya Sibhidla 
 Mrs Seipati Sibi United Kingdom 

Mrs Monica Sibindi United Kingdom 
Ms Suan Cheok Sim Malaysia 
Mrs. Esther Simmonds 

 
 

Caroline Simmons United States 
Mrs Brenda Simms Bahamas 
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Rev. Colmie Simms Jamaica 

 
Judith Simms United Kingdom 

Rev. Brenda Simonds United States 
Mr. James Simpson United States 
Mr Ronald Simpson Fiji 
Rev. Dr. Rita Sims United States 
Rev. Dr. Rita Sims United States 

 
Lauren Sims-Salata United States 

Mrs. Rita Sinaga Indonesia 
Rev. Marvin Singh United States 

 
Arpan Singh United States 

Rev. Betsy Singleton Snyder United States 
Rev. Annie Sistrunk United States 
Rev Ziphozihle Siwa South Africa 
Mrs Yoliswa Siwa United States 
Mrs Ruth Siyawamwaya United Kingdom 

 
Naume Size 

 
 

Liljana Sjanta Serbia 
Mrs Kari Skinningsrud Norway 
Rev Cynthia Skripak United States 
Rev Jacqueline Slaughter United States 
Ms Moira Sleight United Kingdom 
Mrs. Corinne Small Saint Kitts And Nevis 
Mrs. Mathilda Small-Byam United Kingdom 
Rev. Cynthia Smart United States 
Rev., Dr. Denise Smartt Sears United States 
Mrs. Brenda Smith United States 
Mrs Jennifer Smith Belize 
Ms. Voncile Smith United States 
Mrs. Rita Smith United States 
Mrs Jackie Smith United Kingdom 
Mr. Eduardo Smith Panama 
Ms Brenda Smith Virgin Islands (British) 
Rev Gail Smith United States 
Mrs. June Smith Trinidad And Tobago 

 
Christobelle Smith-Aguillera Trinidad And Tobago 

 
Tyler Smoot United States 

 
Teresa Snorton United States 

Rev Eric So Hong Kong 
Sir Babatunde Sobamowo United States 
Rev Jacqueline Sojourner United States 
Mrs. Rachel Solomon United States 
Rev. Cheryl Somers-Ingersol United States 
Mrs Nomathemba Sonamzi South Africa 

 
William Souza Brazil 

 
Flávia Souza Brazil 

Mrs. Dolly Soyosa-Sanicky United States 
Mrs Nomthandazo Spambo-Belle South Africa 
Rev. Janis Specks United States 
Rev. Dr. Ore Spragin United States 

 
Wanda Stahl United States 

Mrs. Mary Stallings United States 
Rev Audrey Standhaft United Kingdom 
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Dr. Shane Stanford United States 
Dr. Shane Stanford United States 
Rev Elijah Stansell United States 
Rev. Carolyn Stapleton United States 
Dr. Darryl Starnes United States 
Rev. Laura Steed United States 

 
Jeremy Steele 

 Rev. Kelcy Steele 
 Dr. Karl Stegall United States 

Rev. Dr. Cathy Stengel United States 
Mrs Pamela Stenson 

 Archbishop Michael Stephen 
 Mrs Felicia Stephen 
 Rev. Dr. John Stephens Ireland 

Dr. Todd Stepp United States 
Ms Andra Stevens United States 

 
Pearl Stewart Saint Vincent And The Grenadines 

 
Sharon Stewart United States 

Rev. Mary Stinson United States 
Mrs Regula Stotz Switzerland 
Mr. Patrick Streiff Switzerland 
Mrs. Belvia Strickland United States 
Rev Dr Ann Su Malaysia 
Rev. Augusten Subhan New Zealand 

 
Vivian Summerville United States 

V. Rev Johnson Sunday 
 Rev. Po-King Sung Hong Kong 

Mrs. Nancy Sutherland Canada 

 
Ann Sutton United States 

 
Lars Svensson Sweden 

Mr Doug Swanney United Kingdom 
Bishop James Swanson United States 
Rev. Rebekah Sweet United States 
Bishop Mary Ann Swenson United States 

 
Zach Szmara United States 

Mrs Doreen Tabeni 
 Rev Metuisela Tafuna New Zealand 

Bishop Babatunde Taiwo 
 Mrs Abimbola Taiwo 
 Mrs Kay Takai Tonga 

 
Natsuko Takito Japan 

Mrs Sola Tamo'Ua Tonga 

 
Sing Hin Tang Hong Kong 

 
Ann Tang United States 

Mrs Piueti Tanginoa New Zealand 
Mrs Olive Tanielu New Zealand 
Mrs Luseane Tapueluelu Tonga 
Mrs Jokaveti Tara New Zealand 
Mrs Meliame Taufa Tonga 
Mr Paula Taumoepeau New Zealand 
Mrs Seini Taupaki Tonga 
Miss Durene Tavares Jamaica 
Rev Apineru Tavita Lafai Samoa 
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Rev. Stella Tay United States 
Rev. Jik Tay Australia 
Miss Helen Taylor United Kingdom 
Rev C.J. Taylor United States 
Mrs. Mattie Taylor United States 
Mr. Julius Tayo-Olufemi United States 

 
Sifredo Teixeira Portugal 

Rev. Lourdes Teixeira Magalhães United States 
Mrs Sarah Tembedza Venezuela 

 
Pardington Tembedza United Kingdom 

Mrs Tabitha Tembo 
 Mrs. Julie Temple United States 

Dr. Chappell Temple United States 
Mrs Nonceba Tena South Africa 
Mrs. Felicia Tengbe United States 
Ms Suet Ehr Teo Singapore 
Ms. Christina Thaarup Norway 
Rev. Theresa Thames United States 
Mrs Mu Mu Than 

 Mrs Nomonde Thandani South Africa 
Rev Dr Davadason Thangayah Malaysia 
Mr. Khadga Bahadur Thapa Magar Nepal 

 
Marvin Thomas United States 

Mr. John Thomas United States 
Ms Isabel Thomas Dobson Australia 
Mrs Christine Thompson United Kingdom 
Mrs Janet Thompson United Kingdom 
Mrs. Janet Thompson United States 
Rev. Andrew Thompson United States 
Dr. Taylor Thompson United States 
Dr. Barbara Thompson United States 
Rev. Dr Susan Thompson New Zealand 
Mrs Jorun Thurmann Norway 
Ms Farai Timbe 

 Ms Su Ging Ting Malaysia 
Madam Mie Ching Ting Malaysia 

 
Sing Hong Ting Hong Kong 

Mr Joseph Ting Australia 
Mrs Rose Ting Australia 
Ps. Ja Tiong Australia 
Rev. Kong Tiong Australia 

 
Leo Tipay United States 

 
Fe Palaganos Tipay United States 

Mrs Sebina Tlhakanye South Africa 
Rev. Margarita Todorova Bulgaria 
Ms Grace Toh Singapore 
Miss 'Onelea-'O Toki Tonga 
Mrs Makhosazana Tomsana United Kingdom 
Rev Ayanda Tomsana 

 Dr Yvonne Tracey United States 

 
Ben Trammell United States 

Bishop Julius Trimble United States 
First Lady Racelder Trimble United States 
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Merle Trotman 

 Mrs Sheilla Tshuma South Africa 
Mrs Florence Tsiga 

 Mrs Ethel Tsingano 
 Mrs Nondyebo Tsotsi South Africa 

Mrs Svetlana Tsoy Russian Federation 

 
Melanie Tubbs United States 

Rev. Dr. Karen Tucker United States 
Mrs Kalesita Tuifua 

 Mrs Timaima Tuilawa New Zealand 
Mrs Maselina Tuioti Samoa 
Rev Eteuati Tuioti Samoa 
Mrs Xolisa Tukwayo-Gowana South Africa 
Mrs. Elizabeth Turcott Canada 
Mr. Benjamin Turgano Philippines 

 
Elizabeth Turner United States 

Mrs Elaine Turner United Kingdom 
Rev Velda Turnley United States 

 
Jeleta Turnquest Bahamas 

Mrs Jese Tuwere New Zealand 
Mrs Tove Synnøve Tveit Norway 
Rev. Dr Olav Tveit Switzerland 
Mrs Ama Twum United States 
Rev. Jennifer Tyler United States 
Presiding 
Elder Albert Tyson United States 
His 
Eminence, 
Dr. Samuel Uche 

 Mrs. Florence Uche 
 Deaconess Aniema Udofia United States 

Rev. Ruth Udofia 
 Mrs. Patience Udo-Nmeregini United States 

Mr Otutubuike Ugwuodo 
 Very Rev 

Barr Dr Otuekong Ukut 
 

 
Ilchun Um Korea, Republic Of 

Mrs. Gloria Uriarte Felix Mexico 
Rev. Dr. Marva Usher-Kerr United States 
Mrs. Comfort Uwah 

 Mrs Siniva Vaitohi New Zealand 
Rev. Dr. Epineri Vakadewavosa Fiji 
Mrs. Temalesi Vakataga Fiji 
Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez Barker United States 
Ms. Carol Van Gorp United States 

 
Sharon Vandegrift United States 

Mrs. Brenda Vanterpool United States 
Ms. Lesieli Vao United States 
Ms. Martha Vaughan United States 
Mrs. Margaret Vave United States 

 
Maribel Vazquez United States 

 
Donna Veatch United States 

Mrs. Brenda Veitch 
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Mrs. Faith Vika South Africa 
Mrs. Matsekiso Vimbela South Africa 
Ms. Sally Vonner United States 
Mrs. Eseta Vosavere New Zealand 
Dr. Dwayne Walker United States 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Walker Australia 
Dr. Cheryl Walker United States 

 
Virginia Wall United States 

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett United States 
Rev. Danital Waller-Paige United States 
Mrs. Margit Wallner Austria 

 
Natasha Walton Canada 

Rev. K. Denise Walton United States 
Rev. Dr Roger Walton United Kingdom 

 
Fuxia Wang 

 Reverend Ingrid Wang United States 
Ms Teupola Waqainabete Fiji 
Mrs Vani Waqainabete Fiji 

 
Laceye Warner 

 
 

Lusinda Warren United States 
Rev. Gigi Warren United States 

 
Angela Washington United States 

Dr. Michael Waters United States 
Bishop B. Michael Watson United States 
Mrs Phyllis Cr Watters United Kingdom 
Rev Dr Richard Waugh New Zealand 
Rev Laraine Waughtal United States 
Rev Nancy Webb United States 
Rev Dr Boon Hup Wee Singapore 

 
Larisene Weiner United States 

Mrs. Marcia Welcome-Johnson Honduras 

 
John Wells United States 

Rev Forrest Wells United States 

 
Rosemarie Wenner Germany 

 
Rosemarie Wenner Germany 

Mrs. Harriet Wereko-Brobby United States 

 
Megan Weston United States 

Mrs Jennifer Weyenberg United States 
Rev Patrick Whaley Ukraine 
Mrs. Bonita Wharton Barbados 
Rev. Morgan Whitaker Smith United States 
Pastor Irv White United States 
Rev. Jaye White United States 
Rev. Lisa Beth White United States 
Bishop John White United States 
Mrs Penny White United States 
Mr. Max Whitfield United States 
Bishop Max Whitfield United States 
Ms. Becca Whitla United States 
Mr. Bandele Wickliffe United States 
Rev. Dr. Kathey Wilborn United States 
Ms. Lorene Wilbur United States 

 
Sarah Wilke United States 
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Matthew Wilke United States 

 
Stephen Wilke United States 

 
Paul Wilke United States 

 
Richard Wilke United States 

 
Janelle Wilke United States 

 
Beth Wilke United States 

Dr. Max Wilkins United States 
Mrs Shermin Wilkinson Trinidad And Tobago 
Rev Prof David Wilkinson United Kingdom 
Presiding 
Elder Darrell Williams United States 
Ms. Kathryn Williams United States 

 
Deborah Williams United States 

 
Laura Williams United States 

Rev. Dr. Robert Williams United States 
Mrs Edna Williams United States 
Mr. Sylvester Williams United States 
Mr. Nathaniel Williams Sierra Leone 
Reverend Donald Williams Sierra Leone 
Mrs. Jacqueline Williams-Lartey United States 
Bishop Henry Williamson United States 
Rev. Kelli Williamson United States 
Rev. Delores Williamston United States 
Mrs. Louise Wilson United Kingdom 
Dr. Cynthia Wilson United States 
Dr. David Wilson United States 

 
Chris Wilterdink United States 

Ms. Mya Win 
 

 
Keenan Winters United States 

Dr. Jennifer Wiseman United States 
Rev. Anthony Witherspoon United States 

 
Lakesha Womack United States 

Mrs. Gillian Womersley United Kingdom 
Rev. Dr. Gordon Wong Singapore 
Rev. Peter Wong Hong Kong 
Rev. Chak Tong Wong Hong Kong 
Mr. Meng Lei Wong Malaysia 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Wood United Kingdom 
Ms. Jane Wood United States 
Dr. Winston Worrell United States 

 
Elizabeth Wright United States 

Rev. Motoe Yamada United States 

 
Leyda Yambot 

 
 

Maureen Yard 
 Dr. Steven Ybarrola United States 

Dr. Stephen Yeich United States 
Mrs. Nako Yekeye South Africa 
Ms. Ser Ming Yen Singapore 

 
Hung-Eng Yeo Malaysia 

Ms. Hitomi Yokote Japan 
Mrs. Noxolo Yona-Mrubata South Africa 
Mrs. Demetria Hui Lu Yong Australia 
Rev. Peter Yong Australia 
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Mr. Jay Yoo Korea, Republic Of 

 
Yeon Hee (Yani) Yoo 

 Dr. Yani Yoo Korea, Republic Of 
Deacon Guillermo Yoshikawa United States 
Rev. Dr. John Young Canada 
Mrs. Johngerlyn Young United States 
Mrs. Johngerlyn Young United States 
Bishop Mckinley Young United States 
Rev. Zaniel Young United States 
Mrs. Maureen Young United Kingdom 
Rev. Austin Young United States 
Rev. Alan Yu Hong Kong 

 
Na-Mi Yu United States 

Bishop Woo-Hoon Yuh Korea, Republic Of 

 
Seongja Yun Korea, Republic Of 

Rev Dr. Christopher Zacharias United States 
Ms. Adrienne Zackery United States 
Mrs. Daina Zamberga Latvia 
Mrs. Farirayi Zhakata 

 Mrs. Rosemary Zhanje 
 Ms. Li Zhou Australia 

Mrs. Grace Zidana Kenya 
Mrs. Siziwe Zide South Africa 
Rev. Alfiado Zunguza United States 
Ms. Emely Zvimba United States 
Mrs. Annie Zvingowaniseyi United States 
Rev. Dr. Solmon Zwana Botswana 
Mrs. Wadzanayi Zwana 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Names are listed as provided by registrants upon completion of their registration.  


